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whoſe uniform excellence, 
in his various relations to ſocial life, 
would authorize the warmeſt praiſe, 
©. which my 
AFection or Gratitude could offer; 
but whoſe ſenſibility 
would fhrink equally from the panegyric, 
preſented by Juſtice or by Regard ; 
THESE DISCOURSES 
are reſpeAfully inſcribed 
by Him, 
2 can now, alas! aſſume _ of nearer connection, 


than that of 
a very ſincere and much-obliged Friend. 


F. NV. 


June 11, 1800. 


PREFACE. 


9828 


O praiſe the doctrine and arrangement 
of the volume, upon which the fol- 


lowing ſeries of Practical Sermons is found- 
ed, would be 


“ to add another hue 


Unto the rainbow, or with taper-light - 
To ſeek the beauteous eye of heaven to garniſh.” 


A book from the pen of DopprIDGE, in- 
debted for © its exiſtence to the requeſt, for 
its copiouſneſs to the plan, and for much of 
its perſpicuity to the review” of Watts, who 
likewiſe beſtowed upon it his warmeſt ap- 
probation, ſtands little in need of other 
panegyric. By Watts indeed it was origi- 
nally projected, as one of the moſt conſider- 


able ſervices of a life, diſtinguiſhed for emi- 
As nent 


V1 

nent exertion in the cauſe of religious truth; 
but continued infirmity prevented him from 
carrying his purpoſe into effect. It was 
therefore matter of great ſatisfaction to him, 
to ſee it accompliſhed by the friend, upon 
whom his affectionate importunity had de- 
vol ved the execution of it, in the ſimpleſt 
and moſt intelligible manner. 

For this ſimplicity DopDpRiDGE, in his 
preface, requeſts that © perſons of a more 
refined education will pardon him, as for a 
neceſſary piece of charity towards his hum- 
bler readers, and an important inſtance of 
that honouring of all men, which is enjoined 
by the lowly ſpirit of the goſpel.” Upon 
the ſame principles, m accommodating his 
language to the pulpit, I have never (I truſt) 
throughout the ſubſequent diſcourſes, ſwerv- 
ed more widely from his example, than 
what the general diffuſion of learning and 
information appeared to require. Many en- 


A tire 


mi 


tire ſentences, and the greateſt part of his 
ſcriptural quotations, have been ſtudiouſly - 
retained; and, for. the ſake of renewing or 
preſerving a clear recollection of what has 


preceded, ſhort recapitulations are occa- 
ſionally introduced. 


The ſcarcity of ſermons which, While 
they preach the goſpel to tlie poor, diſguſt not 
the faſtidious ear of modern elegance by 
triteneſs or vulgarity, has long been a ſub- 
ject of regret and of complaint. It was re- 
marked by Dr. Johnſon, that the eſta- 
bliſhed clergy, in general, did not preach 
plain enough ; and that poliſhed periods and 
glittering paragraphs flew over the heads of 
the common people, ſunk as they were in 
languor and lethargy, without making any 
impreſſion upon their hearts.” Theſe con- 
ſiderations firſt ſuggeſted to me the idea of 
the preſent undertaking: and it has already 

a 4 amply 


vin 
amply rewarded me for the time and labour 


employed upon it, by beguiling of late many 


heavy hours, which might otherwiſe have 


been waſted in unoccupied ſolitude and un- 
availing ſorrow. 

Fame, it 1s certain, in its popular mean- 
ing, can hardly enter into the views of One 
who, in theſe days of literary refinement 
and of religious indifference, endeavours 
with DoppriDGE's ſubject to unite much 
of his plainneſs and familiarity. That-per- 
ſon too, whom I wiſhed to pleaſe, has 


ſunk into the grave; and ſucceſs and miſ- 


carriage, in their worldly acceptation, are to 


me empty ſounds. But there is a fame 
the commendation, I mean, of the wife 
and of the good which is ever worth am- 
bition; and that (if to that my purpoſe, 


rather than its accompliſhment, give me any 


title) will abundantly conſole me for the ab- 


ſence, or the loſs, of all other renovn. 
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ix 
In ſoliciting for my contracted work, What 
the Author entreated for his more extenſive 
performance - that it may be thoroughly 
peruſed, before it is finally judged I hall 
not, J hope, even in this age of ſuperficial 
reading, be deemed wholly unreaſonable. 
Let it be confidered at leaſt, in my excuſe, 
that we are generally but too prone to ſeize, 
and to defend, ſeparate portions of our com- 
mon Chriſtianity : to rend into uſeleſs ſhreds 
a ſyſtem which, like the coat of its great 
Teacher, is without ſeam, Oven from the top 
throughout ; and to look upon our opponents 
with an eye of jealouſy and ſuſpicion, «as 
if preparations for ſecuring one part of a 


ſhip in a ſtorm implied a contrivance to 


link the reſt !”* 


It remains only to be ſtated, that theſe 
thirteen diſcourſes were ſucceſſively deliver- 
ed to a village-congregation, upon the firſt, 


ſecond, 


ſecond, &c. Sundays after the Epiphany, 
&c. in the preſent year (1800). This will 


account for the ſentences in each, diſtin- 


guiſhed by capitals, which were in every 
inſtance part of the previous ſervice of the 
reading-deſk ; and, as ſuch, ſeemed likely to 
derive peculiar impreſſiveneſs from their re- 


currence in the pulpit. 


— 


Of the two annexed ſermons, the former 
(Roms zs fallen!) has been already kindly 
received by the public; and may therefore 


again, in its corrected ſtate, without further 


preface, ſolicit their attention: the other, 
upon the conduct and character of St. PE- 


TER, is now for the firſt time ſubmitted to 
their peruſal. 


F. V. 


THE 


THE piety of Doppr1DGE, and his 
indifference to popular applauſe (the love of 
which he pronounces © a meanneſs, to be 
conquered by a philoſophy far inferior to 
that of our Divine Maſter's”) may be eſti- 
mated from the following prayer, prefixed 
to his volume, for the ſucceſs of the doc- 
trines which it explains and ms + 

Oh ! Thou great eternal Original, and Au- 
thor of all created being and happineſs! I adore 
Thee, who haſt made man a creature capable of 
religion, and haſt beſtowed this dignity and feli- 
city upon our nature, that it may be taught to 
ſay, © Where is God our Maker”? I lament 
that degeneracy ſpread over the whole human 
race, which has changed our glory into ſhame, and 
has rendered the forgetfulneſs of Gop (unna- 
tural as it is) ſo common, and fd univerſal a diſ- 
eaſe, Holy Father, we know it is thy prefence 
and thy teaching alone, that can reclaim thy 
wandering children; can impreſs a ſenſe of di- 
vine things on the heart, and render that ſenſe 
laſting and effectual. From Thee proceed all 
good purpoſes and deſires; and this defire above 

all, 


Xit 


all, of diffuſing wiſdom, piety and happineſs in 
this world, which (though ſunk in ſuch deep 
apoſtaſy) thine infinite mercy has not utterly for- 
ſaken. 25 | 

Thou knoweſt, O Lord, the hearts of the chil- 
dren of men; and an upright ſoul, in the midſt 
of all the cenſures and ſuſpicions it may meet 
with, rejoices in thine intimate knowledge of 
its moſt ſecret ſentiments, and principles of ac- 
tion. Thou knoweſt the fincerity and fervency, 
with which thine unworthy ſervant defires to 
ſpreal the knowledge of thy name, and the ſa- 
vour of thy goſpel, among all to whom this 
work may reach. Thou knoweſt that, hadſt 
Thou given him an abundance of this world, it 
would have been in his eſteem the nobleſt plea- 


fare that abundance could have afforded, to have 
been thine almoner in diftributing thy bounties 
to the indigent and neceſſitous, and ſo cauſing 
the ſorrowtul heart to rejoice in thy goodneſs, 
diſpenſed through his hands. Thou knoweſt 
that, badſi Thou given him (either by ordinary, 
or extraordinary methods) the gitts of healing, it 
would have been his daily delight to relieve the 
pains, the maladics, and the infirmities of men's 
bodies; to have ſeen the languiſhing counte- 
nance brightened by returning health, and cheer- 
fulneſs; and much more to have beheld the 

A, roving 


LI 


* 
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roving diſtracted mind, reduced to calmneſs and 
ſerenity, in the exerciſe of its rational faculties. 
Yet happier, far happier will he think himſelf in 
thoſe humble circumſtances, in which thy provi- 
dence hath placed him. if Thou vouchſafe to 
honour theſe his feeble endeavours, as the means 
of relieving and enriching men's minds ; of re- 
covering them from the madneſs of a finful ſtate, 
and bringing back thy reaſonable creatures to 
the knowledge, the ſervice, and the enjoyment 
of their Gop ; or of improving thoſe, who are 
already reduced. 

O may it have that bleſſed influence on the 
_ perſon, whoſoever he be, that is now reading 
theſe lines, and on all who may read or hear 
them! Let not my Lon be angry, if I preſume 
to aſk, that—however weak and contemptible 
this work may. ſeem in the eyes of the children 
of this world, and however imperfect it really 
be, as well as the author of it unworthy—it may 
nevertheleſs live before Thee; and, through a 
divine power, be mighty to produce the RISE 
AND PROGRESS OF RELIGION in the minds of 
multitudes in diſtant places, and in generations 
yet to come! Impute it not, O God, as a cul- 
pable ambition, if I defire that (whatever be- 
comes of my name, about which I would not 


loſe one thought before 'Thee) this work, to 
which 


X1V 


which I am now applying myſelf in thy ſtrength, 
may be completed and propagated far abroad ; 
that it may reach to thoſe that are yet unborn, 
and teach them thy name and thy praiſe, when 
the author has long dwelt in the duſt : that fo, 
when he ſhall appear before Thee in the great 
day of final account, his joy may be increaſed, 
and his crown brightened, by numbers before 
unknown to each other and to him But, if 
this petition be too great to be granted to One 
who pretends no claim, but thy fovereign 
grace, to hope for being favoured with the leaſt 
—give him to be, in thine almighty hand, the 
bleſſed inſtrument of converting and ſaving one 
ſoul: and, if it be but one, and that the weakeſt 
and meaneſt of thoſe who are capable of receiv- 
ing this addreſs, it ſhall be moſt thankfully ac- 
cepted, as a rich recompence ; and though it 
ſhould be amidſt a thouſand diſappointments, 
with reſpect to others, yet it ſhall be the ſub- 
ject of immortal ſongs of praiſe to thee, O bleſ- 
ſed Gop, for and by every ſoul, whom through 
the blood of Ixsus and the grace of thy Spirit 
Thou haſt ſaved ; and everlaſting honours fhall 
be aſcribed to the Father, to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit, by the innumerable company 
of angels, and by the general aſſembly and church 


of the firſt-born in heaven, Amen. 
CON- 


= T5 


THE CARISTIAN'S SELF-DEDICATION, 


ATTENDANCE UPON THE LORD's SUP- 
PER, AND DAILY WALKING WITH 
Gov. 


Rom. xii. 1. 1 beſeech you therefore, bt ethren, by — 
mercies of GoD, that ye preſent your bodies a living 
ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto Gop, whick is your- 
reaſonable ſervice. — 5 9. 


IX. 


DAILY PIETY ENFORCED, AND various 
TEMPTATIONS roix TED our. 


1 THes. iv. 1. Ie deſeech you, brethren, and exhort 
you by the Lord Jesvs, that as ye have received of 
us how ye ought to walk and to pleaſe Gop, fo ye 
would abound more and more. * — 129 


of | 


X. 


THE CASE or SPIRITUAL LANGUOR, 
OFTEN SUCCEEDED BY 4 RELAPSE 
INTO KNOWN AND DELIBERATE SIN. 


GAL. iv. 15. Where is then the Bleſſedneſs ye ſpate 
„ 5555 
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XI. Fg 
DISTRESS FROM THE HIDING OF GOD's 


” of : 
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. I.FACE, on FROM HEAVY, AFFLIC- 


&4. + 4 


. TIONS 5 AND i IMPROVE- 


MENT xzsriMateD,, , . 


— ae _ 


141. Ixiv. 7. Thou haſt hid thy 5 from = ** 
424 eee Us, becauſe -4 our laiguities. Page *. 


XII. 


THE + nierte EXULTING. IN DIVINE 
© BLESSINGS, Is URGED TO SOCIAL Rx- 
ERTION. ; 

PSALM xxix. 2. Give unth the LoxD the glory due 


; unto His nen worhip the Loxp in the beauty of 
506 * — 5 8 | 117 


XIII. 9 8 


THE Cur1s'y! AN, JOYFUL ix, DEATH AND 
. JUDGMENT, AND BY His DYING 

BEHAVIOUR HONOURING Gop. * — 
Rev. xxii. 20. IIe, which teſtifieth theſe things, ſaith, 
— Surely, I come quickly”; Amen. Even ſo, come, 


FOIA 1 1231 Tam - 
a WY # 1 g 
Ae. N ROME IS FALLEN! TIO 
REV. xiv. 8. Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great 


eic, becauſe fhe made all nations drink of che + wine of 
- the wrath of her fornication - — | © | 


| Notes AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 243 


Sr. PETER. 


LUKE vi. 14. S1MON, which He alſo named PETER --267 


SERMON I. 


PLAN oF THE SERIES, 


AND 


EXHORTATION To REPENTANCE. 
— „K CC 


ACTS. XX. 21. 


= Teſtifying both to the Jews, and alſo to the 


Greeks, Repentance toward Gop, and Faith 


toward our Lord JIEsus CHRIST. 
N looking attentively around us, and con- 
ſidering the various characters and pur- 


ſuits of mankind, we cannot but obſerve 


XZ that-—framed, as they alone of all creatures 
gare, for religion they ſtill in general fatally 
1 neglect it. By religion I mean that ſenſe 
of Gop, of our obligations to Him and our 
dependence upon Him, which ſhould natu- 
rally incite us to engage zealouſly in His 

3 ſervice. 


2 


ſervice. Now in this Chriſtian, this pro- *? 
teſtant and highly-favoured country does 
religion ſo interpreted (as regulating the 7 
life, and occupying the heart) every-where 
abound? Alas! The profanation of the 
name and day of the Lorp, the dranken- 
neſs, the falſehood, the impurity, the ſelfiſh- 
neſs, the pride, the profuſion, the ſpiritual 
inſenſibility fo univerſally prevalent loudly 
proclaim the contrary. Where is the neigh- 
N bourhood, where is even the pariſh, of which 
upon due examination we can pronounce, 
Religion fills this little circle“? 

In many inſtances there may be obſerved 
an external decency of behaviour, a perio- 
dical punctuality of attendance upon the 
forms of public worſhip, and occaſionally 
perhaps a cold and heartleſs recital of family 
devotions. But love to God, and a reverent 
ſenſe of His conſtant preſence; belief in 
CurrsT, with a ſolicitude to eſcape the pu- 1 
niſhments and ſecure the rewards announce 
in His goſpel where are theſe to be 
found? 

To him, whoſe view connects the con- 

dh gs, duct 
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duct of men with its eternal conſequences, 
how mournful are theſe conſiderations! 


How. melancholy it is to reflect that, from a 


deficiency of this warm and active ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity, many many probably of thoſe, 
who now hear me —exulting at preſent in 
the prime of life, and in the full flow of 
health and ſpirits, muſt within a few years 
be ſwept away into irretrievable deſtruction ! 

Sutter me then, I beſeech you, my bre- 
thren, upon this-moſt important of ſubjects 
—on which, know aſſuredly, your: everlaſt- 
ing happineſs depends—without any dread 
of the name of Enthuſiaſt, in all plainneſs 
and freedom as well as ſeriouſneſs, to be- 
ſpeak your cloſeſt and moſt earneft attention; 
that, if you have yet hved as without 'GoD 
in the world, you may now at laſt be awak- 
ened into a ſenſe of your-rumous miſtake. 
I do not entreat you merely to liſten to my 
arguments, while you are here, but to weigh 
and examine them after you are gone hence; 


and to believe, that they proceed from ſin- 


cerity and love towards you. He is indeed 
unworthy of the name of Man, Who can 
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look upon a brother's danger without en- 
deavouring to avert it; and when that 
danger refers to ſuffering, intenſe in degree 
and infinite in duration, how ought his zeal 
to be augmented ! how ought his fervour, 
his induſtry, his anxiety to increaſe ! 


In this therefore and the twelve following 
diſcourſes, founded upon the excellent work 
of a late pious and able Divine,“ I ſhall con- 
ſider myſelf as addrefling a portion of that 
numerous claſs of mankind, who have hi- 
therto been unconcerned about their eternal 
intereſt ; and 

(I.) ſummon them from their criminal 
liſtleſſneſs to. a care, 

(II.) to an immediate and ardent care 
about it; impreſſing an awful conviction of 
ſin upon their conſciences, | 

(III.) and depriving them of all thoſe vain 
excuſes and expectations, by which they may 
have long foſtered a fallacious ſecurity. I will 
afterwards refer them to the fearful ſentence 
denounced by their Judge againſt ſinners, 


* Dr. DoDDRIDGE's Riſe and Progreſs of Religion 
in the Soul. 
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(IV.) and prove how utterly incapable 
they are of themſelves to elude the execution 
of it: then diſcloſe the glad tidings of © Par- 
don and Salvation, by Faith in CHRIST JE- 
sus; 


(V.) point out the way of ce Good 
works, wrought through the operation of 


that Faith! - by which they are to be at- 
tained, and urge tbem to walk in it. 
(VI.) There however, if any of them ſtill 
remain inſenſible to their danger or indif- 
ferent about its removal, there I muſt leave 
them; and, addreſſing myſelf to the ſoul 
overwhelmed with a conſciouſneſs of guilt, 
endeavour to guide its inquiries as to the 
evidences of ſincere Repentance and Faith, 

(VII.) by exhibiting a more particular 
view of the ſeveral branches of the Chriſ- 
tian temper. This will naturally lead me to 
{tate the need in which we ſtand of the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, and the en- 
couragement we have to hope for them. I 
ſhall next, as difficulties generally attend the 
firſt entrance upon a pious life, in order to 
arm the conyert againſt them, 


B3 i 


(VIII.) 


6 


0 (VII.) recommend a ſolemn dedication 
of himſelf to the divine ſervice at the LoRp's 


Table; ſketch that uniform courſe of devo- 


tion, which ought daily to be followed; 
(IX.) and invite him to purſue it—enu- 


. merating the various temptations, which 


may miſlead him into negligence and ruin. 

(X.) I ſhall ſubſequently conſider the caſe 
of religious languor and decay, whence the 
return is but my to known and deliberate 
fin : : a 

(XI.) repreſent the melancholy condition 
of thoſe ſo circumſtanced, under the hiding 
of God's face, and after the withdrawing of 
His injured Spirit; and notice the uſeful 
diſcipline of calamity, to which even the 
beſt of men are expoſed, eſpecially when 
they deſert their Maker's ſervice. I ſhall, 
Iaſtly, attempt to affiſt the Chriſtian in 
eſtimating his improvement, as before 1n 
OY his fincerity ; 

(XII.) remind him of thoſe bleſſings of 
providence and grace, which muſt excite 
love towards his Creator; urge him to that 
vigorous exertion in the diſcharge of ſocial 

duties, 


7 


duties, which fo greatly becomes and will 
in the end ſo highly exalt him; 
(XIII.) paint the rapture with ich be 
may reaſonably, though humbly, look for- 
ward to the hour of death, and to the day 
of judgment ; and, finally, cloſe the ſcene 
by accompanying him to the confines of that 
dark and dreary region, through which he 
mult paſs to glory. God grant that 
I may in any inſtance be ſo ſucceſsful as 
to leave thoſe triumphing, whom I found 
trembling, at the proſpect ; as to move thoſe 
to activity, who have hitherto been indolent, 
in the inveſtigation of topics—compared 
with which every other object of purſuit is 
lighter than wind, and flimſier than vanity ! 


He muſt ſpeak plainly, who would ſpeak 
effectually. In addreſſing you as careleſs, 
I do not imply that you are deſperately wick- 
ed: that you have conſtantly blaſphemed 
the name of Gob, or regularly broken His 
ſabbath ;.that you have injured your Neigh- 
bours in their lives or characters or property; 
by violence or calumny or impoſition; or 
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that you have ſcandalouſly degraded Your- 
ſelves by habitual intemperance and impu- 
rity. On the contrary—l will ſuppoſe that 
your uſual deportment has been decent, and 
amiable, and ſober ; that you admit the ex- 
iſtence and providence of a Deity, reſpect 
the laws and regulations of civil order, and 
exhibit in your general conduct a regard for 
the maxims of private morality. And yet 
you may ſtill have omitted to PRESENT 
YOUR BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, 
HOLY, ACCEPTABLE UNTO GobD, WHICH 
IS YOUR REASONABLE SERVICE :* You 
may ſtill lack that one thing, upon which 
reſts your only chance of future telicity. 
Let each of you aſk himſelf theſe plain 
queſtions ; * Is the love of Gop the govern- 
ing principle of my life? Do I walk under a 
ſenſe of His perpetual preſence ? Do I pray 
unto Him and praiſe Him, frequently and 
fervently?” To theſe and ſimilar inquiries 
the careleſs ſinner, if he deal ſincerely with 
himſclf, muſt anſwer—No. His own heart 
will condemn him : how much more then 
* Rom. xii. 1, occ. in Epiſt. 1 Epiph, 
| OD, 
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Gov, who is greater than his heart, and 
knoweth all things; who ſeeth in ſecret ; who 
compaſſeth his path, and his lying down, and 
is acquainted with all his ways ! 

Of Gop, thus gloriouſly characterized, 
we ſeem indeed in bodily diſeaſes to be 
ſufficiently conſcious, by ſohciting at His 
hands health and deliverance ; but, in the 
much more perilous ſickneſs of the ſoul, 
we have no ſuch recourſe to Him: we 
neither aſk nor covet the bleſſings of the 
goſpel—though we profeſs to believe that 
goſpel to be His, and thoſe bleſſings to 
be eternal. Our thoughts and hours are 
divided between the buſineſs of life and its 
amuſements; or, if now and then a ſerious 
diſcourſe or an act of awful providence 
ſtrike upon our attention, the impulſe (I am 
afraid) in general is felt but for a very ſhort 
period, and we relapſe into our accuſtomed 
indifference. Upon the whole —we act as 
if we were reſolved, at our own riſque, to 
aſcertain the terrible confequences of neg- 
lecting all religious occupations and exer- 
ciſes. Even in church, our fancy ſometimes 

| wanders 


; 40 
wanders ant the ends ulie carth; and we 


_ welcome every levity of the imagination, 


which zelcaſes the mind from the inſipidity 
of divine worſhip: ſatisfied (as it ſhould 
ſeem) that the Deity either knew nothing 
of Qur behaviour, or was indifferent reſpoct- 
ing it; or entirely careleſs both of His pre- 
ſence, and of His diſpleaſure. 
And is it then come to this, with all 
our boaſted belief of Chriſtianity, that its 
doctrines and its duties do not ſeem worth a 
thought! That one hour cannot be ſpared 
to reflect upon GoD, and CHRIsT, and Qur- 
ſelves what we are at preſent, and (which 
is a fill more alarming ſubject of medi- 
tation) what we muſt be hereafter things 
in themſelves fo evident as well as excellent, 
that almoſt any one, who is not a child or an 
idiot, may reaſon himſelf into a conviction 
pf their truth and dignity |! 

But it is not our neglect of chem, 


Sirs, which can deſtroy either their cer- 


tainty or their importance. It may indeed 
deſtroy us, but it cannot affect them in any 
reſpect whatever. 3 

Let 
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Let me then rouſe each of you, as Jonah 
was rouſed, when ſlumbering in the midſt 
of much leſs dangerous circumſtances; Whas 
meaneſt thou, O ſleeper ? ariſe, call upon thy 
Gop. You ſurely cannot' doubt, as to the 
propriety of doing ſo. You own that there 
is a Gop, and well you may; for you can- 
not open your eyes, without beholding ob- 
vious proofs of His exiſtence. You ſec Him 
in every object without, you feel Him in 
every vein and nerve within; and are con- 
ſtrained to acknowledge, that in Him you 
live, and move, and have your being. It is 
not (you well know) your own wiſdom 
or attention that cauſes your heart to beat; 
your lungs to play, or your blood to cir⸗ 


culate: Theſe proceſſes are continued whilſt 


you ſleep, as well as whilſt you wake, and 
when you think not of them. Neither 


is the divine, care limited to you, but ex- 


tended throughout the uniyerſe : not only 
farther than your view, but even than your 
imagination can carry you. Conſider the 
light and heat of the fun, the temperature 
of the air, and the appropriate and plen- 


teous 


\ 
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teous proviſion made for all creatures; the 
graſs, the grain, the flowers, the fruits; 
every thing that ſuſtains, and every thing * 
that-delights you—and ſay, whether all does 
not fully evince the preſence; the providence, 
and the benevolence of the Creator. They 

do more; they exhibit his power: and what 


| | power, leſs than infinite, could thus per- 1 
[ petually—from year to year, from age to 9 
| ö age, unwearied though unremitting pro- 5 
il duce ſuch magnificent, fuch marvellous 9 
ii effects? Who but the Lonůð- THE Finsr 

AND THE LAST, BESIDE WHOM THERE 3 

Is NO Gop—could sTRETCH FORTH THERE 
i HEAVENS ALONE, AND SPREAD pe 1 
| THE EARTH BY HIMSELF ?* 3 
| | And is He not allo a moſt obſervant Be- 
| ing? He, that planted the ear, ſhall He not | 

hear ? He, that formed the eye, ſhall He not C- 
* fee? He, who beholds our wants, ſhall He 1 | 
1 not alſo look upon our actions? Trifle 3 
R not, I beſeech you, with your conſciences, 
ij which know that He not only witneſſes 
I * Lai. xliv. 6, 24. occ. in I Leſſon 1 Epiph. 
315 
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but judges; and that His judgment (he- 
ther it approves, or condemns) 1s final— 
admitting neither of appeal nor of reverſal. 

Is it reaſonable then that this ſupreme 
and munificent Go ſhould be diſregarded 
by His dependents ; he work of His hands, 
and the penſioners of His bounty? That 
they, who alone are capable of knowing and 
ſerving Him, ſhould alone ſlight and forget 
Him? My brethren, we are not ſlighted or 
forgotten by Him. We need not, for evi- 
dence of this, refer to the helpleſs days of 
our infancy and childhood : to whom do 
we owe the repoſe of laſt night, the com- 
forts of to-day, the mercies of this moment? 

And ſhould we thus treat any earthly 
benefactor ? Should we conduct ourſelves 
with ſo much ingratitude towards a kind 
parent, or a generous friend ; neither thank- 
ing nor even acknowledging his goodneſs ?. 
No. Human nature, bad as it is, is not 
yet fallen quite ſo low; nay, brutal nature 
is above this: the os Bnoweth his owner, 
and the aſs his majler's crih, Man only 
doth not know ; man alone dot not confider 


If 
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If you have any ingenuouſneſs of tem- 
per, you will grieve at this review: If you | 
have not, I muſt proceed differently, and 

% inquire—Whether in common policy uu 
can deem yourſelves ſafe, while purſuing 
ſuch a courſe of behaviour as this ? 

Believing that there is an inviſible and 
eternal world, and no ſophiftry has yet been 
able to prove the contrary, do you not 
perceive that you are preparing for your- 
ſelves defiruction and miſery in it? Will 

k your indolence and careleſſneſs afford you 
8 any ſecurity, or ſupply you with any ex- 
cuſe for themſelves ? Can they protect you 
from death, or exempt you from judgment ? 
| As well might you expect that ſhutting your 3 
| eyes would defend you from a bullet or 
a ſword. No; in the latter days (when 
perhaps it may be too late) you will n-. 
feder theſe things perfectly: then you will! 
be compelled to think of them, whether I 
i you chuſe it or not. And would it not 4 
WW be more judicious to avert the horrors of 
8 that day, by timely and ſerious reflection? 

| I need not multiply words upon this ſub- 
ject ; 


- 


WY © ws we 


moment to diſmiſs all thoughts of religion, 
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ject; your conſciences muſt be already con- 
vinced. I will only aſk you one more queſ- 
tion : Would you, on any terms whatever, 
come to a determination reſolutely from this 


; 1 and to abide by the conſequences? I be- 
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lieve, hardly any man living would: you 
are all, I truſt, ready to ſhudder at the mere 


* propoſal. 


If then it be neceſſary to conſider theſe 
things at all, it is neceſſary to conſider them 
immediately ; as life is neither ſo long, nor 
ſo certain, that a wiſe man would chuſe to 
hazard much upon its continuance. 

But this muſt be reſerved, as the ſubject 
of my next diſcourſe. 


Now to Gop, &c 
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MARK XIII. 30. 


| * coming e He find you 2 
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Y my laſt 3 (in which * ex- 

hibited a . conciſe view of the uni- 
verſal preſence, agency, and perfection of 
God; of your innumerable obligations to 
Him; and of the danger of neglecting His 
ſervice) I convinced you, I truſt, that at 
ſome period or other you muſt attend to 
religious conſiderations : let me, in the 
preſent, earneſtly preſs upon you the neceſ- 
ſity of attending to them immediately. 
Go thy way for this time; when I have a 
| 5 3 convenient 
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convenient ſeaſon, I will call for tlie. - was 
the language of Felix, as he trembled at 
St. Paul's reaſoning upon righteouſneſs, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come: and his pro- 
craſtination proved his ruin. For your 
own ſakes, my brethren, I would not be fo 
diſmiſſed : not, if you ſhould even fix that 
convenient ſeaſon——next year, next month, 
next week, to-morrow; but would urge, 
would ſolicit you to bring the matter to 
an inſtant iſſue, It may ſeem ſtrange that 


upon ſuch an occaſion entreaty—and, ſtill 


more, remonſtrance - ſnhould be requiſite. 
What I recommend to you 1s in itſelf ſo 
rational and excellent, that I ſhould rather 
expect to hear you exclaim “ May I then 
lift up my eyes unto Gop, whom I have fo 
much offended ? May 1 devote myſelf to 
Him; and commence an intercourſe, which 
thall laſt with unabating felicity for ever 
and ever? And ſhall I draw back, and fay— 
Let 'me live a few weeks; or a few days 


longer without Him; let me yet a little 


farther continue to provoke and negle& 
Him?“ Surely this would 'be highly im- 
r prudent 
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prudent (to ſpeak in the gentleſt manner) 
even if your continuance in life were ever ſo 
certain, and your capacity of repenting at 
any period of it ever ſo. much in your own 
power. But who or what are you, that 
you ſhould preſume to count upon either ? 
What is your life? Is it not even a vapour, 
that appeareth for a little time, and then var 
niſheth away? Some of you will perhaps 


obſerye Jam young and vigorous, and ſee 


multitudes about me more than double nr 
own age; not a fewof whom ſeem to reckon it 
quite ſoon enough; even r them, to attend 
to the duties of religion. I beſeech Jou, 
think not only upon the living; turn your con- 
templation for a few moments to the many 
ſions of the dead: to thoſe graves, in which 
many of your youthful” companions are now 
laid, awaiting their final ſummons to judg- 
ment. Awhile ago they probably, like you, 
were briſk and joyous and active; full of life, 
and energy, and expectation: and, like you 
too, they would perhaps have deemed any 
one ſtrangely troubleſome, who ſhould have 
mn their buſineſs or their pleaſures 
NES with 


with a lecture upon death and eternity : 
and yet they were, even then, on the very 
borders of both. Their once-robuſt bodies 
he at- preſent cold and powerleſs, without 
ſenſe or motion, in the duſt : and (what is of 
infinitely greater importance to them) their 
ſouls, whether prepared or unprepared, have 
no longer the privilege of working out their 
And would it be miraculous, 
would it be ſingular, if ſuch a fate ſhould 
befal you ? How do you know, what right 
have you to hope, that you ſhall be more 
favoured than they? It is at leaſt poſſible 
you may not, and that very poſſibility is ter- 
rible. Surprized into the preſence of a Gop, 
whom you have lighted ; torn from a world, 
which you have cheriſhed; fixed in a ſtate, 
to which you would never ſeriouſly direct 
your attention—how ought you to tremble 
at the mere chance of ſuch an event? To 
trifle with your Maker any longer, after this 
additional warning, will only increaſe the 
provocation you haye already given Him; 
and perhaps lead Him to cut you off, if not 
from life, at leaſt from repentance. 


ſalvation. 
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Why then will you run this deſperate 
hazard? Do you think reformation will be- 
come leſs neceſſary, or more eaſy, by delay? 


Lou know it will not. Gop hath already 
op ſtated his terms of pardon in the goſpel of. 
4 CuRISTHH: and it is not to be imagined that 
he will ever ſend another meſſenger and 


another goſpel, with promiſes of ſal vation to 
the impenitent, provided they go occaſion- 
ally to church—to hear (or perhaps to ſleep 
over) the ſervice. Or do you. ſuppoſe 
you ſhall love fin leſs, when it becomes more 
familiar to you, and your conſciences are 
ſtill farther enfecbled by habitual wicked- 
neſs? You cannot. No one would ſay, in a 
diſtemper threatening his mortal exiſtence, . 
« I will wait till I grow worſe, before I ap- 
ply to a phyſician; and, when the diſeaſe. 
ſhall have eſtabliſhed itſelf more firmly, en- 
deayour to remove it.“ No. It is only, 
where the eternal life of the ſoul is con- 


cerned— that men think thus wildly, deter- 


mine thus madly, a& thus extravagantly. 
Or © you expect Gop will be the more 
C3 ready 
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ready to aſſiſt you, the more you neglect 
His affiſtance? He is even now perhaps in 
ſome meaſure wreſtling with your hearts. 

If you feel any ſecret relentings, any inward 


compunRions, you are not yet utterly for- 


ſaken : but- take care, they be not the laſt. 
| You may die, as I have been obſerving, 


immediately : you own, it is poſſible you 
wy Yet ftill worſe than immediate death 


is continued impenitency. Without pre- 
ſuming to determine upon the chance of 


your being given over to a reprobate mind 
can only ſay that, if you delay any longer, 
the time of bitter repentance muſt ſome- 


where or other come upon you; and in- 
creaſed anguiſh, either here or hereafter, be 


your certain portion. I do therefore again 
carneſtly entreat you not to heſitate upon ſo 


awful- an occaſion not a day, not an hour 
longer. Give not ſleep to your eyes, nor flum- 
ber to your eye-lids, before you turn from 
this fatal neghgence to the Lord your Re- 
deemer for pardon and acceptance. 


Fo You 
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let Vou muſt be fully aware of your guilt. 
in | 4 Hlowever dignified or diſtinguiſhed you may 


rts, be among men, whatever blood run in 
ard 1 f your veins; if your ſeat be among princes, 
or- J 4 your arm the terror of the mighty in 
t. hie land of the living; your conſciences muſt 
1g, have informed you that you were born 
ou the natural ſubjects of Gop, and under 
th the indiſpenſable obligation of His law: 
e- Y which law nevertheleſs you have not only 
of not exactly obſerved, but in many and 
— many inſtances flagrantly violated. Can 
*. you deny it? Will you aſſert your inno- 


cence, your righteouſneſs? Remember 
it muſt be a complete innocence, a perfect 
righteouſneſs: or it will only prove that 
you are not quite ſo criminal as ſome of 
your fellow-creatures; and deſerve therefore 
a lighter degree of puniſhment than they. 
Let each of you then aſk his own con- 
ſcience ſeriouſſy “ Have I never ſinned in 
thought, in word, or in deed againſt Gop?“ 
Solomon averred that, in his day, there was 
not a juſt man upon earth, that did good 
and finned not : St. Paul affirmed that, in 

C4 his 
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ready to aſſiſt you, the more you neglect 
His aſſiſtance? He is even now perhaps in 
ſome meaſure wreſtling with your hearts. 
If you feel any ſecret relentings, any inward 
oompunctions, you are not yet utterly for- 
ſaken: but take care, they be not the laſt. 

You may die, as I have been obſerving, 
immediately : you own, it is poſſible you 
may. Vet ſtill worſe than immediate death 
is continued impenitency. Without pre- 
ſuming to determine upon the chance of 
your being given over to a reprobate mind 
can only ſay that, if you delay any longer, 
the time of bitter repentance mult ſome- 
where or other come upon you; and in- 
creaſed anguiſh, either here or hereafter, be 
your certain portion. I do therefore again 
earneſtly entreat you not to heſitate upon ſo 
awful-an occaſion—not a day, not an hour 
longer. Give not fleep to your eyes, nor flum- 
ber to your eye-lids, before you turn from 
this fatal negligence to the Lorp your Re- 
deemer for pardon and acceptance. 


You 
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You muſt be fully aware of your guilt. 
However dignified or diſtingurſhed you may 
be among men, whatever blood run in 
your veins; if your ſeat be among princes, 


and your arm the terror of the mighty in 


the land of the living; your conſciences muſt 
have informed you that you were born 
the natural ſubjects of Gop, and under 
the indiſpenſable obligation of His law : 
which law nevertheleſs you have not only 
not exactly obſerved, but in many and 
many inſtances flagrantly violated. Can 
| you deny it? Will you aſſert your inno- 
cence, your righteouſneſs? Remember 
it muſt be a complete innocence, a perfect 
righteouſneſs: or it will only prove that 
you are not quite ſo criminal as ſome of 
your fellow- creatures; and deſerve therefore 
a lighter degree of puniſhment than they. 
Let cach of you then aſk his own con- 
ſcience ſeriouſſy “ Have I never ſinned in 
thought, in word, or in deed againſt Gop?” 
Solomon averred that, in his day, there was 
not a juſt man upon earth, that did good 
and finned not : St. Paul affirmed that, in 
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his day, all had finned and come ſhort of the 
glory of Gop: St. John aſſerted, in his 
day, that if any man ſaid he had no fin, he 
decerved himſelf and the truth was not in him. 
And do you believe the world in general ſo 
much improved ſince their time, has it in- 
deed improved in your own time ſo much, 
as to render thoſe declarations no longer 
applicable or appropriate? Or will each of 
you quote himſelf in particular, as an excep- 
tion ; and boldly pronounce, before the Om- 
niſcient, I am the man”? Admitting 
that you have ſhunned the groſſer acts of 
immorality, I would inquire—Have you in 
no caſe whatever infringed the more deli- 
cate rules of piety, temperance, or charity ? 
Can none of your acquaintance teſtify, that 
you have ſaid or done ſomething amilſs ? 
Will not your own heart, which the inſpired 
writer denominates deſperately wicked, con- 
vict you of having at leaſt thought wick- 
edly ?—of having indulged pride, or paſſion, 
or an exceſſive fondneſs for the world, and 
the things that are in the world of having 
murmured (ſecretly at leaſt, if not openly) 
1 againſt 
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againſt the diſpenſations of Providence ?—of 
having abuſed His bounty to idle, and in ſome 
inſtances perhaps to pernicious purpoſes ?—of 
having drawn near Him in impious mockery 
with your mouth, and with your lips honoured 
Him, while your heart was removed far from 
Him? Do you recolle& no ſingle breach of 
his commandments ? If you do—by that one 
offence, in a ſcriptural ſenſe, you 'are be- 
come guilty of all; and are as incapable of be- 
ing juſtified by any obedience of your own, 
as if you had committed ten thouſand. 
But, in reality, you have committed ten 
thouſand, When you refle& on the duties 
you have neglected, as well as on the fins 
you have incurred; on the good things you 
have left undone, as well as on the evil 
things you have done; on your omiſhon 
of prayer, particularly private and ſecret | 
prayer, though enjoined both by the precept 
and example of Cur1sT ; and on your ge- 
neral, if not uniform, indifference to the 
honour of Gob, and to the temporal and 
eternal happineſs of your fellow-creatures 
hen you reflect, I ſay, upon all theſe, 
| with 
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with all their varieties—the number will 
ſwell beyond the poſſibility of account, and 
compel you to exclaim, * mine iniquities are 
more than the hairs of mine head.” 

It is no /mell matter to have tranſgreſſed the 
laws of your Maker, even through careleſſneſs 
and inadvertency: how much worſe then, 
to have done it conſciouſly and preſump- 
tuouſly! Do you know, againſt whom 
you have magnified yourſelves? - againſt 
whom you have exalted your voice, and lifted 
up your eyes on high *—whoſe ordinances you 
have trampled under foot ?—whoſe friend- 
ſhip you have rejected ? Is He a man 
only, like yourſelves? Is He only a tempo- 
ral monarch ; who, having killed the body,” 
after that has no more that he can do?- 
Were it even ſo, ſo you would not have 
dared to treat Him. What then muſt be 
your guilt—when He, whom you have of- 
fended, is the Majeſty of Heaven; before 
whom angels and archangels, cherubim 
and ſeraphim, continually bow? You 
are AFRAID OF A MAN THAT SHALL 
DIE, AND OF THE SON OF MAN WHICH 

SHALL 
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SHALL BE MADE AS GRASS; AND FORGET 
THE Lon D YOUR MAKER, THAT HATH 
STRETCHED FORTH THE HEAVENS, AND 
LAID THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH.* 
And what are you, who thus audaciouſly 
preſume to oppoſe Him ; when, by a ſingle 
act of His ſovereign power -in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye—He could ſtrip you 
of every poſſeſſion, extinguiſh in you every 
hope and every enjoyment, and blot you 
out from exiſtence, or conſign you to in- 
ſtant and eternal agony! Such, wretched 
men, is the Being, whoſe expreſs ſtatutes 
you have violated; the Gop, before whom 
you ſtand convicted not of one or two, but 
of thouſands and ten thouſands of tranſ- 
greſſions; committed in a leſs or greater de- 
gree ever ſince you were born, and height- 
ened by almoſt every conceivable circum- 
ſtance of aggravation. Reflect upon par- 
ticulars, and deny the charge if you can. 
If KNOWLEDGE be an aggravation of 
guilt, how 1s yours thereby aggravated ! 
Born in a Chriſtian country, you have 
known to do good, and have not done it, 
Lai. li. 12, 13. occ. in I. Leſſon 2 Epiph. | 
Initiated 
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Initiated at an early age in the doctrines 
and duties of Chriſtianity, you have ſince 
again and again received inſtruction, pre- 
cept upon precept and line upon line, on thoſe 
important ſubjects: you have likewiſe fre- 
quently been warned of the conſequences 
of diſobedience—that they, which commit 
fuch things, are worthy of death; and yet 
you not only do the ſame, but have pleaſure in 
them that do them, | 
If pivinsE LOVE AND MERCY | be an 
= aggravation of fin committed againſt them, 
how is yours thereby alſo aggravated ! 
Taken by Gop out of the womb, pro- 
tected in infancy, nouriſhed and brought up 
by Him as His children, bleſſed with reaſon 
and the means of improving it, ſupported 
by His unwearied hberality, heard and re- 
lie ved when trouble came upon you, ſnatched 
from diſcaſes when you ſeemed to be de- 
prived of the reſidue of your years—or perhaps 
favoured with uninterrupted health, which 
is at leaſt an equivalent obligation—ſay, 
what one thing you poſſeſs, which He has 


not beſtowed upon you! Add to all 
this 
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this the kind communications of His will, 
His tender remonſtrances, His gracious en- 
treaties (heard indeed, but deſpiſed) and 
then pronounce, whether your rebellion 
againſt Him be not deepened in its com- 
plexion by the blackeſt ingratitude. 

If to commit ſin againſt the ExeosTU- 
LATIONS OF CONSCIENCE be an aggra- 
vation of it, conſult your own boſoms, whe- 
ther your guilt has not ſo likewiſe been ag- 

gravated! Have not your conſciences often 
coridemned your conduct, even while your 
minds were buſied in framing, or your 
tongues in uttering excuſes for it? Have 
they not often painfully remonſtrated with 
you? Theſe neglected admonitions were 
in effect the voice of Gop ; and, when His 
ſentence for evil works is executed upon you in 
everlaſting death, you ſhall hear that ”_— 
ſpeaking to you again—but in thunder : 
louder tones and with ſeverer accents, which 
may neither be deſpiſed nor diſregarded, it 
ſhall then upbraid you to eternity—becauſe 
its advice, in time, was contemptuouſly 
thrown away, 


If 
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If fin be aggravated, when incurred af- 
ter the SeiRIT or GRAcE has moved 
upon the ſoul, yours has alſo had that addi- 
tional aggravation, The Deity is ſaid to 
Arive with finners; and this doubtleſs you 
muſt occaſionally have experienced in ſome 
ſecret impulſes, urging you to think of re- 
ligion ſeriouſly and immediately. O why 
were thoſe happy motions trifled with, or 
forgotten! Why might not the ſentence 
have reaſonably gone forth, at that time, in 
righteous diſpleaſfure—My Spirit ſhall flrive 
no more? Who indeed may venture to af- 
firm, that it is not gone forth already! If 
you feel not at preſent ſome inward agita- 
tion, ſome kindling remorſe, there is (I fear) 
but too much room to apprehend it. | 
Laſtly—your fin will be aggravated; if 
you have ever ſolemnly DEVOTED your- 
ſelves to Gap and His ſervice ; and if you 
have not, after ſo many earneſt and affec- 
tionate ſolicitations, that alone is in itſelf 
ſufficiently criminal. But you were deyot- 
ed to Him through baptiſm by your pa- 
rents : 
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rents: and, what is more perſonal and ex- 
preſs, have undoubtedly in ſome ſeaſon of 
difficulty cried to him for aſſiſtance; pro- 


miſing, if He would hear and help you in 


that hour of extremity, to forſake your fins, 
and ſerve Him as long as you ſhould live. 
He did hear and help you, or you would not 
now probably be in this place; and by that 
aid, as it were, bound down your vows 
upon you. Your guilt therefore in the vio- 
lation of them remains before him, neither 
obliterated nor overlooked ; and the day will 
come, when the record ſhall be laid befor: 
you too. bg 


Conſider then, my brethren, what anſwer 
you can make to theſe charges : . prepare 
your excuſes, call your witneſſes, or appeal 
from your appointed Judge to one ſuperior— 
O folly! ſuperior to the Supreme. Alas! 
your defences are ſo weak and frivolous, that 
a mere fellow-creature can eaſily dete& and 
confound them; and your own hearts in- 
deed anticipate the iſſue. You ſtand ſelt- 
convicted of wilfully trampling upon the 

. Kays law 
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law of Gop, of ungratefully deſpiſing or 
perverting His numberleſs bleſſings, of re- 
fiſting conſcience, His repreſentative in the 
human ſoul, of grieving and doing deſpite 
unto the Spirit of Grace, of breaking your 
own moſt ſolemn vows and engagements. 
Thouſands (it is to be feared) whoſe guilt 
never equalled yours, are reſerved under dark- 
neſs unto the judgment of the great day ; and 
it 1s no leſs aſtoniſhing than merciful that 
you are purſued ſtill farther with invitations, 
{till longer indulged with opportunities of 
repentance. Oh! waſte not the precious 
time, thus bountifully granted to you ; but 
return to your habitations with firm and 
humble reſolutions, ſuiting a caſe ſo terrible 
as yours. 


Now to Gop, &c. 


| 


| 


SERMON 


SERMON III. 


THE SINNER SILENCED, 
AND 


SENTENCED. 
——_— 


ROM. III. 19. 


That every mouth may be flopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before Go p. 


N my firſt diſcourſe on this ſubject, after f 
ſtating with concern that true religion 
was rarely to be obſerved in the lives or ſen- 
timents of its nominal profeſſors, I ſketched 
a ſhort plan of a ſeries of diſcourſes which I 
meant to deliver upon it; and earneſtly en- 
treated your attention to them, as involving 
in their iſſue your eternal welfare. I then 
proceeded to repreſent the nature of Gop 
lis univerſal preſence, agency, and per- 

fection: your innumerable obligations to 
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Him; and the danger of neglecting His 
ſervice : concluding with an appeal to your 
conſciences, whether theſe things were not 
2 

In my ſecond, ſuppoſing you at laſt 
awakened to a ſenſe of your hazardous 
ſituation, but ſtill deferring your repent- 
ance, I urged you to ſet about it immedi- 
ately from the excellency and pleaſure of 
the thing itſelf; from the uncertainty of 
thoſe future opportunities, that convenient 
ſeaſon, upon which ſinners are but too apt 
to depend; from the unchangeableneſs of 
God's preſent demands; from the tendency 
of delay to render compliance more diffi- 
cult; and from the danger of being deſerted 
by the Divine Spirit. therefore be- 
ſought you to avoid procraſtination, as in all 
things (and, eſpecially, in things of eternal 
moment) moſt perilous. 

To prove the neceſſity of this immediate 
repentance ſtill more forcibly, I proceded 
to exhibit your guilt in rebelling againſt 
Gov, by demonſtrating—that all men are 
born under His law ; that no man hath per- 
fectly kept it, referring to your own hearts 


. for 
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for the confirmation of this article; and 
that to have broken it muſt appear an evil 
inexpreſſibly great: particularly, when we 
reflect that guilt is highly aggravated by 
ſinning againſt knowledge, by divine fa- 
vours neglected, by convictions of con- 
ſcience overborne, by the ſtrivings of God's 
Spirit reſiſted, and by vows and reſolutio 


violated. 


Standing therefore in theſe alarming cir- 
cumſtances (as we all muſt ſtand) ſelf- con- 
victed ſinners, obnoxious to the ſentence of 
a holy law, which can make no allowance 
cven for the ſmalleſt tranſgreſſion much 
leſs, for tranſgreſſions great and numberleſs 
as yours can you think of framing any de- 
fence? Can you do otherwiſe than plead 
guilty, at the bar of divine Juſtice ? 

Alas for the corruption and treachery of 
the human heart! Driven from one refuge, 
it wilk fly to another; and, with all its cri- 
minality flaſhing in its face, alledge that it 
is not quite ſo wicked as it has been repre- 
ſented; and that there are ſome excuſes to 


be adduced in its fayour, which may at leaſt 
D 2 extenuate 
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extenuate its offences. What then are 
theſe excuſes? What can you advance in 
your own behalf? Remember the anſwer 
is not to be returned to me (one weak and 
ſinful like yourſelves, who muſt ſhortiy ſtand 
with you at the ſame bar) but to a Judge, 
who can neither be deceived nor concili- 
ated by falſe or idle equivocations. 

Will you plead “ that you are deſcended 
from Chriſtian parents“? That was indeed 
your high privilege; and it will enhance 


your condemnation, that you have abuſed 


it. Iſimael was deſcended from Abraham, 
the friend of Gop; and Eſau from ſac, 
the child of promiſe : and yet they were both 
excluded from the bleſſing. The rich man 
likewiſe in the parable, though he called 


Abraham father, was tormented in flames: 


and CHRIST himſelf declares, that Many 
OF "THE. CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM 


SHALT, BE' CAST OUT.* 

Or will you urge that you exerciſcf your 

thoughts about the ſpeculative parts of re- 

ligion“? Alas! This too increaſes your 

guilt, To have broken the law of Gop, 

* Mate. viii. 12. occ. in Goſp. 3 Epiph. - © - 
| after 
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after inquiring into it, only proves more 
completely your contempt of its injunctions. 
If you had inquired into it properly, you muſt 
have found it to be of practical application: 
why then did you not practiſe accordingly ? 
To alledge unavoidable 1gnorance, would be 
your beſt apology ; nay, an actual, though 
faulty, ignorance might furniſh you. with 
ſome degree of excuſe: but, if you own 
that you knew your LORD s will and yet pre- 
pared not yonnſelves, neither did according to 
His will--you bear witneſs againſt yourſelves, 
that you -deſerve to 0. beaten with near 
firipes. | wol 

Nor will-it ſuffice to Kate. kc that you had 
right notions of religion.“ ö Underſtanding 
and acting can never be conſidered as equi- 
valent, upon any principle of right judg- 
ment. In believing in Gob, you do 
well; but the devils alſo believe and tremble. 
In believing JesUs CuR1sT to be the Son of 
Gop, you do well too; but the unclean 
ſpirits likewiſe made the ſame confeſſion, 
and yet hey are ved in everlgſing Chaitis 
under darkneſs. 21199 2111 Klin 321 

Lou may however 8 affirm © bet 

D 3 you 
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you have actually done ſomething in re- 
ligion” ; by attending regularly on public 
worſhip, or zealouſly defending the prin- 
ciples of your peculiar ſes. Alas! I fear 
this zeal about circumſtantials will rather 
fwell than abate the account. He, that 
ſearches the heart, ſees perhaps that this 
boaſted punRuality was only an artful veil 
thrown over baſe deſigns or evil actions; that 
this vaunted | earneſtneſs aroſe from ſelf- 
confidence, impatience of contradiction, or 
concealed malignity of ſpirit : and can ſuch 
pretences as theſe avail you before His dread 
tribunal? But allowing even the beſt, that 
your efforts were both well-meant and well- 
exerted, how will that expiate your guilt 
in other reſpects ? Will the thing of mint 
and aniſe and cummin atone for the omiſſion 
of the weightier matters of the law—judg- 
ment, and mercy, and faith? 

Or will you adduce “ your fair moral 
character? This indeed, if your obedience 
were perfect, would be allowed as valid. 
But I have proved, that your conſciences 
muſt teſtify the contrary. And did your mo- 
rality, my brethren, proceed from its only 

5 5 true 
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true principles, Repentante toward Gop, and 
Faith toward our Lord IJksus CHRIST, you 
would never think of appealing to it in your 
favour; but rather with deep humility would 
implore the divine pardon for thoſe imper- 
fections, with which it muſt always have 
been accompanied. Well then. You have 
not been an adulterer, a drunkard, a thief, or 
_ a murderer: be aſſured that He, before whom 
you ſtand, will not in that caſe condemn you 
tor murder or theft or drunkenneſs or adul- 
tery. But you have forgotten your Al- 
mighty Father and Benefactor; you have 
deſpiſed the blood of your Redeemer, and 
crucified Him afreſh: and for theſe you will 
be condemned. What you boaſt of as vir- 
tue, even ſuppoſing it to have been really 
ſuch, was perhaps on moſt occaſions its own 
reward. You remain therefore {till ſubject 
to puniſhment for your actual offences; and | 
your plea of good works (which yet how 
few are in any ſhape authorized to advance!) 
w1ll be of as little avail to you, as that of a 
culprit, who ſhould endeavour to ſave him- 
ſelf from the ſcaffold by ſtating that he 

D4 15 had 
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had been kind to his fellow- ſubjects, when 
he ſtood convicted of Sms againſt 
his prince. 

Perhaps you will ſay, „you did not ex- 
pect that the conſequences of your neglect 
would have been ſo fatal to you.” And 
why did you truſt the ſuggeſtions of your 
own light imaginations, in contradiction to 
the expreſs word of Gop ? Had you conſi- 
dered His character, or weighed His decrees, 
you would have ſeen the neceſſity of enter- 
taining other expectations. You did not 
think about religion.” What did you think 
about ? Or were you too much employed, 
to think ſerieuſly of any thing? How then 
were you employed? In affairs, do you ſup- 
poſe, of equal importance with your eter- 
nal welfare? But, whatever were thoſe af- 
fairs, there have been- frequent hours of lei- 
ſure for religious meditation. You certainly 
have been inſtructed, and in plain language: 
you probably have been tried, and with 
heavy afflictions. All has failed. Reflection 
however ſhall at laſt overtake you, when 
trembling perhaps upon the confines of the 

grave; 


7 41 
grave; and conſcience will then be acknow- 
ledged as a tormentor, ſince ſhe was not be- 
fore admitted as a friend. 

As a laſt allegation, you may repreſent 
the ſtrength of your paſſions; and aſſert 
that you were irreſiſtibly impelled to 
things now imputed to you as crimes, which 
were therefore unavoidable.” And would 
you accept this excuſe from a ſervant, who 
had plundered you of your property ? I think 
not. Nay, ſo far from offering it as an 
apology to Gop at the great day, you 
| would not venture to convert it into a prayer 
even at this moment“ O Gov, it is true 
J robbed and murdered my fellow-creatures; 
but, with my feelings, I could not do other- 
wiſe! I could as cafily have ſhaken the foun- 
dations of the carth, or darkened the ſun in 
the firmament, as have reſiſted the impulſes 
by which I was actuated!” You would 
ſurely look upon ſuch a declaration as height- 
ening the enormity of your conduct, by af- 
fronting the ſupreme holineſs of the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven and Earth. 

If all your excuſes. then, even the moſt 
plauſible, can be thus eaſily: filenced by a 

weak 


1 ? 
14 
* 1 4 


12 


weak mortal like yourſelves—how much 
more will they be dumb before your Cre- 
ator! What can you therefore do in His 
preſence, but keep the door of your lips un- 
der 4 deep ſenſe of guilt, and liſten to the 


ſentence of His righteous law? You will 


moſt aſſuredly feel its execution, if the goſ- 
pel do not deliver you from it; and you 
muſt feel ſomething of its terrors, before 
you will apply to the goſpel for deliverance. 


With nothing to offer in arreſt of judg- 
ment, hear the awful denunciation, the au- 
thentic threatening recorded in that word, 
which, though heaven and earth paſs away, 
will not paſs away. In language the moſt 
comprehenſive it includes all offenders, and 
all offences: curſed is every one, that conti- 
nueth not in all things which are written in 


the book of the law to do them. This con- 


. fefledly you have not done; you are there- 


fore obviouſly the objects of its condemna- 
tion: and, unleſs you embrace the condi- 
tions propoſed to your acceptance, ere long 
it will come into your bowels like waler, and 
like oil into your bones. 


The 
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The, foul that finneth, it ſhall die thus ſaith 
the Lord. You admit that you have fin- 
ed; and are therefore, by your own. ac- 
knowledgment, under the ſentence of death 
—and oh! what a death! The agonies of 
diflolving nature, which are uſually bittereſt 
to the ſinner, are in many inſtances alarm- 
ingly dreadful : but, alas! all this ſolemn 
pomp and horror of dying form but the 
opening of the tremendous puniſhment. It 
1s but the rough ſtroke, by which the fet- 
ters are knocked off, when the criminal is 
led to torture and execution. 

The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all 

the nations that forget Gop—thus further 
faith the Lord. Even into that flaming 
priſon, which divine vengeance hath pre- 
pared : He hath made it deep and large; the 
pile thereof is fire and much wood ; the breath 
of the LoRD, like a ſtream of brimſtone, doth 
kindle it; and it ſhall become à late burning 
with fire and brimſtone, for ever and ever. 

Such is the ſentence denounced againſt 

ſinners. And ſhall it ſtand upon, record 
in vain? Shall the law ſpeak it; ſhall the 
_ goſpel repeat it; and ſhall it never be ut- 
tered 
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tered in a more audible and effectual man- 
ner? Ah! wretched men, notwithſtand- 
ing any interpoſed delay, it will certainly 
be again pronounced ; notwithſtanding any 
temporary reprieve, it will certainly at laſt 
be executed: for the Lorp hath appointed 
a day, in the which He will judge the world 
in righteouſneſs by that man, whom He hath 
ordained ; whereof He hath given aſſurance 
wnto all men, in that He hath raiſed Him from 
the dead. You, even you, fhall appear be- 
fore the judgment-ſeat of CHRIST ; and behold 
with trembling that terrible tribunal, the 
deſcription of which has grown ſo familiar 
to you by its repetition, as to have wholly 
loſt its effect. 

And do you ſuppoſe (as ſome have wild- 
ly ſuppoſed) that the Redeemer will come 
again, only to recover His own people from 
the grave, and raiſe them to everlaſting 
glory? Even that idea ſhould make you en- 
deavour to be one of them. But, whatever 
evidence we have for the reſurrection of the 
juſt, we have the ſame likewiſe for that of 
the unjuſt; and CHRIST, we are informed, 
ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a 
ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the goats. 


45 


Or do you imagine that He will only 
doom to puniſhment a few flagrant offend- 
ers; when it is ſaid that fe dead, both 
ſmall and great, ſhall fland before Gop : and 
that even he, that knew not his Maſter's will 
(and who, conſequently, ſeems to have the 
faireſt excuſe for not doing it) ſhall be 
beaten, though with few ſtripes. 

Or (laſtly) do you conjecture that. the 
ſentence, to be delivered with ſo much 
pomp and majeſty, will be frivolous ; or the 
vengeance, to which it ſhall conſign ſinners, 
inconſiderable? 

But we are not left to ſuppoſition, or 
imagination, or conjecture. We are aſſured 
that the King ſhall ſay unto them on His right 
hand—* Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” O joy un- 
ſprakable, and full of glory !—to be proclaim- 
ed * the Bleſſed of the Father“ to be 
called to a © kingdom Ito an immediate 
and everlaſting “ inheritance” of it land 
of ſuch a kingdom ! Lively hope indeed, to 
which we are begotten again by the reſur- 
rection of JESUS CHRTST from the dead, and 
155 formed 
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formed by the ſanRifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit ! 

But 1t is a hope, from which ye wicked, 
whoſoever ye be, are at preſent excluded, 
To you there is no bleſſedneſs promiſed : 
for you no kingdom 1s prepared. On the 
contrary—He will ſay to you, and to all 
the impenitent and unbelieving, whatever 
be their rank or number; to the kings of 
the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, 
and the chief captains, and the mighty men, as 
well as to every bondman, and every free-man 
—* Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſt- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his au- 
gels.” Oh ! pauſe upon theſe dreadful 
words, and ponder them in your hearts, 
«© Depart'—to leave His preſence with diſ- 
grace; His, who is the ſource of life and 
Lord of Glory! © Ye curſed '—ſabject, in 
conſequence of your tranſgreſſions, to a curſe 
permanent and abiding ! © into everlaſting 
fire '—-not merely into one fierce blaze 
which, though with exquiſite agony, would 
conſume you in a moment ; but into a place, 
where (as we are thrice, in compaſſion, in- 
tormed by Cur1sT in the ſame paſſage) the 
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worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched : 
not indeed originally prepared, nor princi- 
pally intended, for you; but for © the devil 
and his angels, who will then be your com- 
panions and tormentors for ever and ever. 

Is it I only, who ſay this? Dees not the 
law, does not the goſpel, does not the Lord 
JEsus CHRIST, the faithful and true witneſs, 
expreſsly declare it? And ſhall it not, thus 
authenticated, in due time be carried into 
effect? Who ſhall dare, even for a ſingle in- 
ftant, to ſurmiſe the contrary ? 

But, leſt the heart of the ſinner ſhould 
beguile him into ſo idle an expectation, to 
the words of the ſentence an aſſurance is 
immediately ſubjoined—the wicked ſhall go 
away into everlaſting puniſhment. Then, on 
that very day, while the fearful ſounds are 


{till ringing in their ear; the gates of hell 
{hall open to receive them, and ſhall cloſe 


upon them—to open no more. 

Now then, whoever you are, whoſe con- 
ſciences tell you that you have gone aſtray 
and done wickedly—prepare to meet your 
Gop. Summon up all your reſolution, for 
He will not meet you as a man, whole heart 


may 
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formed by the ſanRifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit ! 70 
But it is a hope, from which ye wicked, 
whoſoever ye be, are at preſent excluded, 
To you there is no bleſſedneſs promiſed : 
for you no kingdom 1s prepared. On the 
contrary—He will ſay to you, and to all 
the impenitent and unbeheving, whatever 
be their rank or number; to the kings of 
the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, 
and the chief captains, and the mighty men, as 
well as to every bondman, and every free-man 
— Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſi- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels.” Oh ! pauſe upon theſe dreadful 
words, and ponder them in your hearts, 
«© Depart'—to leave His preſence with diſ- 
grace; His, who is the ſource of life and 
Lord of Glory! © Ye curſed —ſabject, in 
conſequence of your tranſgreſſions, to a curſe 
permanent and abiding! “ into everlaſting 
fire '—-not merely into one fierce blaze 
which, though with exquiſite agony, would 
conſume you in a moment; but into a place, 
where (as we are thrice, in compaſſion, in- 
tormed by Cur1sT in the ſame paſſage) the 
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worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched : 
not indeed originally prepared, nor princi- 
pally intended, for you; but for “ the devil 
and his angels, who will then be your com- 
panions and tormentors for ever and ever. 

Is it I only, who ſay this? Dees not the 
law, does not the goſpel, does not the Lord 
JesUs CHRIST, the faithful and true witneſs, 
expreſsly declare it? And ſhall it not, thus 
authenticated, in due time be carried into 
effect? Who ſhall dare, even for a ſingle in- 
ftant, to ſurmiſe the contrary ? 

But, left the heart of the ſinner ſhould 

beguile him into ſo idle an expectation, to 
the words of the ſentence an aſſurance is 
immediately ſubjoined—the wicked hall go 
away into everlaſting puniſhment. Then, on 
that very day, while the fearful ſounds are 
ſtill ringing in their ear; the gates of hell 
{hall open to receive them, and ſhall cloſe 
upon them—to open no more. 

Now then, whoever you are, whoſe con- 
ſciences tell you that you have gone aſtray 
and done wictedly prepare to meet your 
Gop. Summon up all your reſolution, for 
He will not meet you as a man, whole heart 
#** Ha | may 
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may ſometimes relent, when about to ex- 
ecute a needful act of ſeverity. No. His 
purpoſes are as immoveable as his throne. 
I therefore teſtify to you in His name this 
day—that, if He be true, He will thus ſpeak ; 
if He be able, He will thus act: and there- 
fore (on the ſuppoſition of your continuance 
in fin) unleſs He be either falſe or powerleſs, 
that you will for ever be undone. 

As you have not yet however, it may be 
hoped, finally rejected His gracious offers; 
as the ſentence is ſtill perhaps not ſo gone 
forth againſt you, as to be utterly irrever- 
ſible in my next diſcourſe upon this ſub- 
ject, after ſhewing how inſufficient you are 
of yourſelves to eſcape from your dreadful 
ſituation, I ſhall endeavour to point out the 
mode aſſigned by the goſpel for your de- 


liverance. 
Now to Gap, &c. 


SERMON 


SERMON IV. 
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THE SINNER; HELPLESS ux DER CONDEMNATION, 
CAN BE 


SAVED BY CHRIST acoxs. 
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ACTS IV. 12. 


Neither is there ſalvation in any other : for 
there is none other name under heaven given 


among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. 


HAT we all have ſinned, and come fhort 

4 of the glory of God; that we are all 
conſequently at this inſtant condemned by 
His juſtice, and indebted only to His mercy 
for the ſuſpenſion of our ſentence ; and that 
of ourſel ves we are totally incompetent either 
E to 
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to procure a pardon, or to effect an eſcape 
has been proved, I truſt, to the conviction 
of you all. What then, let me inquire, 
what will you do to be ſaved ? 
When a criminal is condemned by hu- 
man laws, how tenaciouſly does he cling to 
the ſmalleſt remnant of hope! How anxi- 
Fi ouſly does he graſp at the very ſhadow of 
$1 it! If he has a friend, who may by poſſi- 
| bility give him any aſſiſtance, how fervent- 
ly does he implore his interpoſition ! And 
will you then, with ſuch a ſentence hanging 
over your heads, delay (while there 1s yet 
time) to take meaſures for your deliverance ? 
Yet what meaſures can be taken? Con- 
ſider attentively ; for it is an affair of mo- 
ment. Wiſdom and power and eloquence 
and intereſt, if you have any or all of 
them, can never be exerted upon a greater 
occaſion. If then you can help your- 
ſelves; if you have any ſecret ſource of re- 
lief, any ſelect ſacrifice to offer, any re- 
ſerved ſtrength to exert; any thing, in 
ſhort, whereby to extricate or to defend. 
yourſelves 
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yourſelves—prepare them all. The juſtice 
of Gob is injured. What atonement can 
you make to it ? Wherewith will you come 
before the LoRD, and bow yourſelves before 
the high Goo? Will you come before Him 
with burnt-offerings, with calues of a year 
old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thou- 
ſands of rams, or with ten thouſands of rivers 
of oil? Alas! were you as rich as Solomon, 
and like him able to make ſuch ſacrifices, 
Lebanon world not be ſufficient to burn, nor 
all the beaſts thereof ſufficient for a burnt- 
offering. Even under the Moſaic diſ- 
penſation, the blood of bulls and of goats could 
not take away fin, nor purge the conſcience 
before Gop : nay, the preſumptuous ſinner 
was condemned to die without mercy. And 
with him, as your conſciences teſtify, have 
your tranſgreſſions ranked you. 

Will you then give up yourſelves to ſuffer- 
ing, till you have made full ſatisfaction ? But 
where, and how? By tranſient calamities, 
do you. mean, confined to this world ? And 
is the anger of the Deity eſteemed ſo ſlight 
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a matter, that the ſorrows of a few days may 
ſuffice to appeal it? Or by heavier an- 
guiſh, in the world to come? Alas! that 
is not deliverance. Thence indeed, when 
you have made full ſatisfaction, you will be 
releaſed : when you have paid the witermoſt 
_ farthing, your priſon-doors will be opened. 
But truſt not, expect not, that happy mo- 
ment ever to arrive. That one part of the 
ſentence, everlaſiing fire that one phraſe, 
the worm dieth not—ruſt convert ſuch an 
44 expectation into deep deſpair, and hopeleſs 
ay horror, and infinite diſmay.  _ 

Or do you think future obedience will 
reſcue you from the menaced vengeance ? 
This, remember (if you are to depend upon 
it) muſt be undeviating, unſpotted, com- 
plete; without inconſtancy, without omiſ- 
ſion, without neglet: and dare you, en- 
feebled as you are both by original and 
habitual depravity, to undertake ſuch an 

obedience for the whole of your remaining 
lives? In vain would you attempt it, even 
for a day. | 
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But, were your future conduct as pure 
and perfect as Gop himſelf could require, 
would that (I pray you) cancel the offences, 
which are paſt? In the ordinary intercourſe 
of the world, 1s it reckoned as a diſcharge of 
an old debt not to contract a new one? 
I will not . words 1 ſo owe @ - 
ſubject. a 
While 1 b © lay death is 
approaching, judgment is impending: and 
what can ſave, what can ſoothe vou in 
thoſe awtul ſcenes? e 

Can the world, that vain idol of your af 
fections and purſuits, render you any ſervice ? 
No. You know 1t will forſake you, when 
you moſt need its conſolations: not one of 
its enjoyments, to whieh you are now ſacri- 
ficing your eternal hopes, will accompany 
you into futurity; not ſo much as a trifle 
to remember it by, if you could even defire 
to remember ſo treacherous a friend as it has 
been to you. | 

Or can your ſinful acquaintance aſſiſt 
you upon this awful occaſion? Is there one 
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among them who, if he wiſhed it, could 
give to Gop a ranſom for you; could 
ſnatch you from death, or with- hold you 
from judgment ? This they could not do, 
if they had themſelves no crimes to anſwer 
for; but they are overwhelmed, wretch- 
ed men! with their own condemnation. 
WHEN THOU CRIEST, LET THY COMPA- 
NIES DELIVER THEE: BUT THE WIND 
SHALL CARRY THEM ALL AWAY, VANITY 
SHALL TAKE THEM.* 

The powers of darkneſs will have neither 
the ability, nor the inclination, to protect you. 
On the other hand, they have been watch- 
ing and labouring for your deſtruction, and 
they will triumph in it. They can only 
confederate with you—for your ruin. 

Will any celeſtial being then come for- 
ward to your reſcue ? This, after ſentence 
1s gone forth, would be an act of rebellion 
which they muſt all abhor: even thoſe, 
who now molt ardently ſeek and ſolicit your 


Lai. Ivii. 13. occ. in I. Leſſon 4 Epiph. 
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ſalvation—allied to you by the bonds of na- 
ture, of friendſhip, or of duty—even they 
muſt aſſent to, and approve the irreverſible 
decree. At preſent they remonſtrate, but in- 
effectually: they pray alas! in vain—that 
you may proſtrate yourſelves before Gop in 
contrition of heart: and, renouncing all ſelf- 
dependence, may entreat Him to inſtruct 
you in the mode of relief preſcribed bs the 
goſpel. 


Liſten, I beſeech you, while I endeavour 
to explain what I apprehend to be that 
mode of relief; arguing with all humility, 
I truſt, from the language and ſpirit of the 
evangeliſts and apoſtles. What I 
have hitherto advanced, has been matter of 
painful communication: and nothing but 
neceſſity would have juſtified ſo ample a 
diſcuſſion of a ſubject ſo diſtreſſing. It is 
difficult indeed to conceive how he can 
preſume to call himſelf a Chriſtian, who 
takes pleaſure in the ſufferings even of a 
brute animal, much more in that of the 
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human heart —eſpecially ſuch ſufferings, as 
the ſcriptural account of the death and judg- 


ment of ſinners muſt excite in every con- 


ſiderate mind. With high ſatiſ⸗ 


faction therefore I now proceed to — | 


that, 


Though you have d, bee ate yet 


in Gop is your help. I bring you good 
tidings of great joy. Your gracious Gon 
has declared, that He is in CHRIST recon- 


ciling the world unto Himſelf, not _—_ 3 


their treſpaſſes unto them. 

This is the moſt important meſſage ever 
ſent from heaven to earth; and, though 1 
doubt not that (living, as you have done, 
in a Proteſtant country) you have heard- it 
frequently, perhaps a thouſand and a thou- 


fand times, I will with all plainneſs repeat 


it again to you; and if you now for the firſt 


time ſhould happily feel its importance, then 


will it, however familiar to your ear, appear 
a new goſpel unto you. Some in this 
congregation, it is moſt probable, at all 
events are yet but imperfectly acquainted 
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with its doctrines; though their eternal all 
depends upon their knowing, and receiving, 
and cheriſhing them, It 1s my duty then 
(and, I hope, I ſhall not have laboured inef-. 
fectually in the diſcharge of it) to take care 
that ſuch ſhall not have it in their power to 
plead, at the great tribunal, that they were 
never fully and faithfully taught ſalvation 
by JEsus CHRIST -e way, and the truth, 
and the life ; by whom alone we come units 
the Father. 

Upon the fatal apoſtaſy of man, Gop 
did not with inflexible ſeverity conſign his 
whole race to perdition—CONTENDING FOR 
EVER, AND BEING ALWAYS WROTH ; FOR 
THE SPIRIT WOULD HAVE FAILED BE- 
FORE HIM, AND THE SOULS WHICH HR 
HAD MADE #: but, on the contrary, deter- 
mined to enter into a treaty” of reconcilia- 
tion with them; and to publiſh explicit of- 
fers of life and happineſs in the method, 
which He judged moſt ſuitable to the purity 
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of His own nature and government. He 
determined to fend His own Son into the 
world—the brightneſs of His glory, and the 
expreſs image of His perſon—to be not merely 
a teacher of righteouſneſs, and a meſſenger of 
the covenant ; but alto a ſacrifice for fin : 
not only to live and labour, but to die, in 
the cauſe of human ſalvation. 

Accordingly, when divine Wiſdom thought 
fit, in the fulneſs of the lime, the Redeemer 
appeared upon earth; and after a life of 
toil and ſuffering ſucceeded by an ignomi- 
nious death, having been delivered for our 
offences, was raiſed again for our juſtiſica- 
tion. After his reſurrection, the truth of 
which was proved by the moſt irreſiſtible 
evidence, He aſcended into heaven in the 
ſight of many of His followers; leaving it 
in charge to them and their ſucceſſors, to 
preach the goſpel to every creature; that who- 


ſoever believed in Him ud not per ih, but 


have everlaſting life. | | 
Let us conſider what CarisT thus en- 


dured for our ſakes! Made a fpeftacle to the 


World 


* * 
. 
* 


E. 
\ 
7 
2 
* iP 
* 
l 
© 
—f 
4 
. 1 
c 3 

Fx 
1 
. 

. © 
-a* 
= 

0 

* 4% 
© 

© 

8 

— 

N 

2 

vs 
4 * 
2 


59 


world, and to angels, and to men; His back 
mangled with ſcourges, His temples lace- 
rated with thorns, and His ſoul as well as 
His limbs pierced with the iron; ſuſpended 
in the midſt of pain and mockery, of agony 
and inſult! Let us aſk ourſelves, what 
has entitled us to ſuch condeſcenſion—that 
He ſhould be wounded for our tranſgreſſ- 
foons, and bruiſed for our iniquities; and that 
the chaſtiſement of our peace ſhould be upon 
Him ! | | 

Be it known unto you, men and brethren, 
that through this Man is preached unto you 
the forgrueneſs of fins. CHRIST was made 
10 be fin for you, who knew no fin, that you 
might be made the righteouſneſs of GoD in 
Him ; that through His atonement and obe- 
dience you might be not only pardoned, but 
received into favour. To you 1s the word of 
this ſalvation ſent ; to you its bleſſings are 
offered : ſo that, notwithſtanding your heavy 
guilt in having broken the law of Gop, it 
is not that which ſhall prove your ruin— 

unleſs you likewiſe reject His goſpel. It is | 
not 
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not that legion of ſins, which riſe up in 

battle- array againſt you, that ſhall be able 
to deſtroy you if unbelief do not lead them 
on, and impenitence bring up the rear. He 
that believeth on the Son (1. e. he who be- 
heveth, ſo as to obey) hath everlaſting life. — 

| There is therefore now no condemnation 19 
them, which are in CHRIST Jxsus; wha 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 
You have doubtleſs offended greatly, 

and under circumſtances of the moſt hei- 
nous aggravation: but you may rejoice in 
the aſſurance that, where /in hath abounded, 
there hall grace muck more abound : that, as 
fin hath reigned unto death with moſt un- 
limited ſway, with moſt unrefiſted triumph, 
even ſo might grace reign through righteouſ- 
neſs unto eternal life by Jꝝxsus CHRISH our 
Lord. He, if the offers of His goſpel be ac- 
cepted, wall break the chain, in which you 
are tied and bound by your ſins; will clothe 
you in the robes of holineſs ; will ſeat you 
upon thrones of glory, where you ſhall reign 


m immortal joy and beauty—without one 
viſible 


G1 


viſible mark of divine diſpleaſure, without 
one remaining ſcar, by which it could be 
known that you had ever been obnoxious 
to wrath and a curſe; unleſs indeed it be 
that anthem of praiſe to Him that loved you, 


and waſhed you from your fins in His own 
blood. 


Reflect then, my brethren, upon theſe 
gracious tidings ; and ſay, whether the Sa- 
viour, by whom they were brought, may 
not be properly denominated Wonderful, 
Counſellor —-when He diſplays before you 
fuch wonders of love, when He propoſes to 
you ſuch counſels of peace! n BY 

And did He indeed leave the So" | 
cence and the joys of heaven, in compaſ- 
fion to finful and periſhing man? Oh! 
had He, from the height of his glory and 
felicity, looked down upon us but for a 
moment, and vouchſafed to fend us by the 
leaſt of His ſervants the meſſage of falya- 
tion had He, after condeſcending to be 
Himſelf the meſſenger, immediately return- 

ed 
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ed back to His Father's throne—juſtly might 
we have proſtrated ourſelves before Him in 
grateful admiration! But that he ſhould 
have deigned to viſit earth; and, after years 
of penury and obſcurity, ſhould have died 
as a malefactor upon the croſs—thus mak- 
ing atonement to injured juſtice, and re- 
deeming us to GOD by His own blood this 
it ſeems to put faith to the utmoſt ſtretch 
to admit, as it exceeds the utmoſt ſtretch | 
of the imagination to conceive. 

Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be thy name, 
O Thou who waſt flain for our redemp- 
tion! Grant, we beſeech Thee, that we may 
not receive this thy grace in vain! Impreſs 
thy goſpel upon our ſouls, till it be not 
only heard and acknowledged and profeſſed, 
but felt and embraced and practiſed ! Make 
it thy power to our ſalvation; and elevate us 
to that active gratitude, to that unwearied 
zeal in thy ſervice, which become thoſe to 
whom / much is forgiven, and forgiven upon 
ſuch merciful conditions! Oh! ſuffer not 
the glow of heart, which theſe tidings may. 

create, 
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create, to be a ſlight and ſuperficial tranſ- 
port; but teach us to ſecure this glorious 
hope, this undeſerved bleſſing in thy ap- 
pointed method: and let us not miſtake the 
joy of nature, catching a glimpſe of its reſ- 
cue from deſtruction, for that conſent of 
grace which accepts and enſures its deliver- 
ance. 


Now to Gop, &c. 
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SALVATION BY CugisT EXPLAINED, 
AND 


: ENFORCED. 


TIT. III. 5. 
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Not by works of righteouſneſs which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He faved 
us; by the waſhing of regeneration, and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt. 


1 repreſenting in the two firſt 
diſcourſes of this ſeries your obliga- 
gations to Gop, and your negle& of Him 
a neglect rendered more dangerous by the 
precariouſneſs of human life, and the uſual 
tendency of accumulated and aggravated 
provocation; which however ſhould natu- 
F rally, 
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rally, on the other hand, incite you to im- 
mediate repentance and amendment —1 
proceeded, in my third, to conſider the 
various pleas occaſionally alledged by ſinners 
in their own behalf: ſuch as— their de- 
ſcent from Chriſtian parents; their having 
often thought ſeriouſly upon religion; per- 
haps thought juſtly upon it; their punctual 
and zealous regard for religious ſervices; 
their freedom from groſs immorality, and 
their not having anticipated ſuch fatal con- 
ſequences from their neglect. And, aſter 
endeavouring to ſhew you that all theſe 
excuſes were lighter than vanity, I ſtated 
the particulars of the awful ſentence re- 
ſerved for the impenitent and unbelieving 
—a curſe written in the law, denouncing 
_ againſt them inſtant conſignment to eternal 
death. I then, in my fourth, urged you 
to reflect upon ſome means of eſcape; and 
to determine for yourſelves whether it could 
be effected by any thing you were able to 
offer, or to ſuffer in this world, or (ſhort 
of infinite ſuffering) in the next; by future 

FRY fulfil- 


07 


fulfilment of duty, even ſuppoſing you ca- 
pable of it, of which however, both from ori- 
ginal and habitual depravity, you are wholly 
incapable; by alliance with fellow-ftnners 
on earth or in hell, or by the interpoſition 
of the celeſtial powers in your favour. And 
judging it impoſſible that you ſhould not 
agree with me in pronouncing all thoſe pro- 
_ jets hopeleſs, I explained to you in brief 
and general terms what I apprehended, from 
the language and ſpirit of the inſpired writ- 
ers, to be the mode of relief preſcribed by 
the goſpel, viz. that you ſhould believe on (be- 
lieve on, 10 as to obey) the Son of Gop. 
But what are the particulars of the 
conduct, whereby we may attain the ſalva- 
tion purchaſed by CHRISTH for his people“? 
Such is the queſtion probably ariſing in your 
minds, from this review of what has been al- 
ready advanced upon the ſubject. And I will 
attempt to anſwer it, as one knowing its 
importance to the inquirer, and my own 
awful reſponſibility : I will declare to you 
the doctrine preached by the apoſtles, which 
F 2 „„ 
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no man may pretend to alter—except at the 
peril of his own ſoul, and of theirs who hear _ 
him, | | 
Convinced then of your guilt, your con- 
demnation, and your utter inability to re- 


deem yourſelves—you muſt renounce all 


ſelf-dependence. He that glorieth, muſt glory 
in the LorRD; for of Him are we in CHRIS 
JEsus, who of GoD is made unto us wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs and ſanctiſication and redemp- 
tion. You muſt be ſenſible that, as ſinners, 
you have none of theſe in yourſelves ; and 
can therefore only derive them from ano- 
ther. Hear then in a few words your duty, 


your remedy, and your ſafety. 


You muſt apply to CurisTr—deeply ab- 
horring your former fins, and firmly reſolv- 
ing to forſake them: reſolving however in 
the ſtrength of His grace, and relying whol- 
ly upon Him for your acceptance with Gop; 
not only when you are purpoſing to do the 
beſt, but when you have actually done the 


very beſt in conſequence of that purpoſe. 


You muſt apply to CurIsT—not ſaying 


ill 
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in your hearts, Who ſhall aſcend into heaven 
(that is, to bring Him down from above) ? Or, 
Who ſhall deſcend into the deep (that is, to 
bring Him up again from the dead) Forgot- 
ten as He is by moſt of thoſe, who call them- 
ſelves His followers, He is not far from every 
one of us : For where two or three are gathered 
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together in His name, there is He in the midſt i 
of them. And do you not already. feel your 
tolly, that for the ſake of ſuch paltry and i 
ſordid gratifications, as you have been.pur- i 
51 
' 


ſuing, you ſhould have #i//ed the Prince of 

Life? What paſt indulgence of yours was 

ſo dear, as to deſerve that He ſhould die for 
it? What future temptation can ariſe ſo 

powerful, that you ſhould ſay—** For the 

ſake of this I will crucify Him afreſh, and 

put Him to an open ſhame” ? 

If however you would forſake your fins 
to any purpoſe, you muſt do it at the foot 
of the croſs. There muſt eyery luſt be ſa- 
crificed, , though it ſhould be like a right 
hand or a right eye; for great was Me ſacri- 
fice made for your redemption—not corrup- 
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tible things, as fikver and volt; but the SE 
blood of CHRIST. 

For the ability to forſake them, you muſt 
pray unto the Father, through the mediation 
of the Son, to give you the affiſtance of His 
Holy Spirit. You muſt ſolicit the power 
of believing on Him, whom Gop hath ſent ; 
and, knowing whom you have believed, you 
muſt be perſuaded that He is able to keep 
that which you have committed to Him agamft 
that day. 

No man (faith Cuties Himſelf) No man 
cometh unto the Father, but by Me. To Him 


then apply. Apply too, juſt as you are: 


for, if you wait till you are firſt righteous 

and holy, you will never apply to Him ; un- 
leſs indeed there were ſome way of become 
ing righteous and holy without Him, in 
which caſe the application would be altoge- 
ther unneceſſary. But this would be, 
as if a man mortally ſick ſhould determine 
to decline the aid of a phyſician, until his 
health were reſtored to him; and after- 
wards to requeſt the favour of his ſuper- 
fluous attendance ! 
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Come unto Me (faith CHRIST Himſelf) 
Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 


laden, and 1 will give you reſt:— and Him, 


that cometh to Me, Iwill in 16 wiſe caſt out. 

Under ſentence therefore, as we are at 
this moment, for our numerous offences ; 
without treaſure to ranſom, without equi- 
valent to offer for our ſouls; on Him, who 
is alone ſure and fledſaſt, let us fix our con- 
fidence—fubmitting ourſelves to His pre- 
cepts ; - relying upon His atonement, His 
righteouſneſs, and His interceſſion; and 


willingly, cheerfully obeying His inſtruc- 


tions. 

Such muſt be the language of your hearts 
before the Lord ; but ſuch alſo, if you 
would have a chance for ſalvation, ſuch 
muſt be the language of your lives. The 
unmeaning words of the lips are criminal 
mummery. The mere tranſport of the paſ- 
ſions reſembles only a blaze of ſtraw pre- 
ſented, inſtead of incenſe, at His altar. 
With humility indeed, and love, arid cordial 
ſelf· dedication you ſhould proftrate your- 
F 4 _ ſelves 
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ſelves before CHRISTH; but you muſt alſo 
live unto Gop through Him denying un- 
godlineſs, and worldly luſis; and living ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world, YE MUST RUN, THAT YE MAY 
OBTAIN®; and ſhew forth your love by 
your obedience, by forming yourſelves-upon 
the temper and conduct of your high pat- 
tern, To imitate your Saviour ſhould be 
the great object of your ambition : a greater 
you cannot have. Make this therefore your 
conſtant care, your unceaſing aim, your in- 
variable endeavour. Follow, whither He 
leads—even with a croſs upon your ſhoul- 


ders, if He commands; and ſo be faithful 


unto death, expecting at His hands a crown 
of life. 

This, as far as I am able to underſtand 8 
word of Gop, this is your way to ſafety 
and to glory ; your ſureſt, your only way. 
Conſider then ſeriouſly, I entreat you, what 
has been ſaid; and let your conſciences 


anſwer, as in the preſence of Gop, whe- - 


1 Cor. ix. 24. occ. in Epiſt, Septuag. 
ther 


tf 
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ther you are willing to purſue it or not. 
But know that not to purſue it, after it has 
been thus plainly pointed out to you, will 
be your eternal ruin: for we have divine 
authority in aſſerting, that there is none 
other name under heaven given among men 


(except that of Jesvs) whereby we muſt be 
faved. _ | 
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The corrupt heart will at firſt be tempted if 
to exclaim—* This is a hard ſaying, who can 1 
hear it? To be thus humbled and mortifi- | 
ed, to give up every darling luſt, to ſubje& 1 
myſelf to another's diſcipline, to have my 
favourite purſuits and appetites controlled, 
to adhere to the rigid rules of godlineſs and 
ſobriety—without departing from them in 
any inſtance, great or ſmall, upon any temp- 
tation however powerful; nay, to owe the 
ability and obligation of all this ohedience 
to another, to be ſtripped of every high pre- 
tence to ſelf-righteouſneſs, of every proud 
hope of reaching heaven by my own exer- 
tions''——theſe and ſimilar conſiderations, 
aided 
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aided by that inward reluctance, which the 
deceitfulneſs of fin naturally produces, will 
often reſiſt ſtrong convictions and weaken 
deep impreſſions. Hear me then further 
my brethren ; while, as though GOD did be 


feech you by me, I pray you in CuRIST's ſtead, 


be ye reconciled to Gop. 

One would indeed imagine, that there 
could be no need of importunity here: that, 
as ſoon as ſinners are told—their offended 
Father 1s ready to be reconciled, offers them 
a full pardon, and propoſes on certain con- 
ditions to receive them again as His chil- 
dren, they would with rapture embrace the 


gracious terms of forgiveneſs and accept- 


ance. And yet we ſee multitudes unmoved 
by them, or moved only with feeble and 
tranſitory ſenſations. 

1 entreat you then by the majeſty of that 


'Gop, whoſe voice fills the heavens with 


reverence, who ſpeaks not in vain to le- 
gions of angels, O let Him not ſpeak in 
vain to wretched mortals. By the terrors 
of His wrath, which could in an inftant cut 

off 


75 


off your precarious lives from His preſence : 
by His tender mercies, which are ſtill active 
towards you, as thoſe of a parent towards 
his offspring; whom, notwithſtanding their 
ungrateful rebellion, e earneſtly remembers 
flill—do not compel him to loſe the gen- 
tle Father in the righteous and inflexible 
Judge. 

By the name and love of a dying Savi- 
our: by that humility, to which He volun- 
tarily ſubmitted, that ye through His poverty 

_ might be rich with eternal treaſures: by His 
urgent and affectionate invitations : by His 
fplendid works of magnificence and of won- 
der: by the memory of the kindeſt bene- 
factor, and of the moſt generous friend: by 
the recollection not only of what He ſaid 
and did, but of what He ſuffered —His 
agony ; the diſtreſs He endured, when all 
the diſciples forſook Him and fled; and the 

anguiſh preceding, and attending His cruci- 
fixion: by the triumphs of that reſurrection, 
by which He was declared to be the Son of 
Gop with power : by His glorious aſcenſion 


_ into 
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into heaven ; and by His ſending down of 
the Comforter, in a rich profuſion of miracu- 
lous gifts by the recollection, in ſhort, of 
all that He hath already done, and by the hope 
of all that He will farther do for you : by 
His ſceptre of grace ; and by His ſword of 
juſtice, with which His incorrigible enemies 
ſhall be /lain before Him trifle not away, 
I implore you, theſe precious moments; 
which are cven now rapidly upon the wing, 
and on the proper improvement of which 
your eternity depends. 

By the regard of your living, and by the 
memory of your departed friends: by the 
ruin of thoſe who, after a life of neghgence, 
have periſhed in their fins; and by the hap- 


pineſs of thoſe who embraced the goſpel, 


and are ſaved by it: by the expectation of 
that important day, when {he Lord Jesus 


fhall be revealed in glory : by that alarm 
Which will be felt, when ze heavens ſhall 


paſs away with a great noiſe, and the elements 


fhall melt with fervent heat + by. the awful 


hour, When /e, LORD himpelf ſhall deſcend 
with 
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with a ſhout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of GoD; and by thoſe 
ſolemn ſentences of Come, ye bleſſed”, and 
«© Depart, ye curſed”, which ſhall cloſe the 
"dread ſolemnity, and conſign you to eternal 
happineſs or miſery think, I beſeech you, 
think upon theſe things. 

Finally—by your own immortal ſouls: 
by the ſure proſpect of a dying bed; or 
the ſtill more terrifying one of a ſudden ſur- 
priſal into the inviſible ſtate, and as you 
would ſecure one ſpark of comfort for your 
departing ſpirits, when your fleſh and your 
heart faileth : by your own perſonal appear- 
ance before the tribunal of CurisT; and by ; 
thoſe tranſports or thoſe agonies, the one or 
the other of which muſt be your everlaſting 
portior by all theſe united conſidera- 
tions; as you will anſwer it to your own 
conſciences, and to your Omniſcient Judge 
—diſmiſs not, I conjure you, theſe import- 
ant ſubjects, till you have brought them to 
a happy ue : till you have determined to 
purſue the appointed way of ſalvation, and 
| : ſolemnly 
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folemnly devoted yourſelves to Gop in the 
bonds of an everlaſting covenant. 


And can you—notwithſtanding this va- 

riety of motive, this importunity of per- 

| ſumaſion, by which you are courted to re- 
ceive forgiveneſs and happineſs and glory 
—can you, with many others, ſtill deter- 
mine to refuſe them? Can you ſtill reject 
your redemption, and ſhght your Redeemer ? 
Can you, with ſome few—in order to ſooth 
an upbraiding conſcience, or diſplay a proud 
ſuperiority of underſtanding—ſtill more im- 
piouſly, trample upon the goſpel ; ſpurning 
its meſſage, and ridiculing its divine Meſſen- 
ger! Can you, ſtill more impiouſly, deter- 
mine not only to renounce all ſubjection to, 
ard expectation from JESUS of Nazareth; 
but alſo ſeriouſly endeavour to deſtroy all 
regard for Him in the minds of others; to 
wreſt from them thoſe high hopes, which 
give its pureſt zeſt to proſperity, and to 
ſorrow its moſt ſubſtantial conſolation 
in calm and ſteady defiance of that moment, 
when 
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when He ſhall appear with ſo much ma- 
jeſty and terror to execute His threatened 
vengeance, and pour out His fury upon his 
enemies, 10 conſume them ? Go then, 
and pervert, and burleſque the Scripture, 
Go, lampoon the characters of its heroes, 
and vilify the ſublime diſcourſes of its 
prophets and its apoſtles; as ſome have 
done, who have left little behind them but "A 
the paltry monuments of their 1gnorance, 1 
their profaneneſs, and their malignity. Go, 
ſpread like them the banners of infidelity, 
and pique yourſelves upon the number of 
your credulous followers. But take heed, 
leſt the inſulted Galilean direct a ſecret ar- 
row to your heart; and ſtop your licentious 
breath, before it has finiſhed the next ſen- 
tence you would utter againit Him. 


Here I muſt leave the matter before 
you, and before the LoRD: ſtronger argu- 
ments I cannot uſe ; more endearing, more 
awful incentives I cannot ſuggeſt. Chuſe 
therefore, whether you will caſt yourſelves 


(clothed, 


* 
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(clothed, as it were, in ſackcloth) at the 
feet of Him, who thus offers you pardon and 
acceptance: or whether you will hardily 
hold it ont, till He appear to reckon with 
you for all your inſtances of rebellion and 
ingratitude; and, amongſt the reſt of them, 
for this neglected embaſſy. 


Now to Gop, &c. 


SERMON 


SERMON” VL 


= 


THE STUBBORN, THE DISMAYED, 
| AND 
THE DOUBTFUL avpresseD. 
> ——_— 


EZEK. XVIII. 31. 


Why will ye die, O houſe of 1jrael ? 


MOTION all that may 
have been hitherto urged in the five 
preceding diſcourſes, with regard to the ne- 
ceſſity of your attending to the claims of 
religion (1.), and that immediately - before 
delay harden, or death place you beyond the 

power of repentance; impreſſed, as your 
conſciences neceſſarily muſt be, by the deep 
and awful conviction of guilt (11.): not- 
withſtanding the evident deluſiveneſs of all 
thoſe excuſes and hopes, by which you may 
OG *  * loony” 
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fooliſhly have ſupported yourſelves againſt 
the fear of the alarming ſentence denounced 
upon ſinners (111.): notwithſtanding your 
utter incapacity by any power of your own 
to eſcape the execution of it, and attain 
pardon or ſalvation (1v.); which, accord- 
ing to the expreſs declarations of Scripture, 
are attainable only by Faith in CHRIST JE- 
sus, and Good Works wrought through the 
influence of that faith (v): notwith- 
ſtanding all this, it is but too poſſible (I fear) 
that there may ſtill remain many in this 
congregation, with regard to whom every 
thing which has been urged—of obligation, 
of hazard, of terror, of love, and of duty— 
has been in a great meaſure, if not wholly, 
ineffectual. 

Here therefore, if ſuch there unfortunate- 
ly be, I muſt leave them—indiſpoſed to the 
goſpel, and ſelf-deprived of all chance of 


| eternal happineſs. But I would previ- 


ouſly inquire, Sirs, and be the anſwers re- 
turned to your reſpective conſciences Why 
you are ſo indiſpoſed to the goſpel? Do you 
ſecretly diſbelieve any of the great principles 
of religion? If ſo, how far do your ſcruples 
extend ? 
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theſe diltourlts lor t6 the whole 3 
tion of Chriſtianity ?—or, {till farther, i to the 
conclufions of natural as well as of revealed 
religion; ſo as to make you doubt, whether 
there be any God and providence and fu- 
ture ſtate, or not ? I would again aſk— 
How long theſe ſcruples have continued, 
and what plans you have adopted for their 
removal ? | 

You muſt not negle& to examine the 
goſpel-evidence ; and then expect to have 
your plea of wanting farefadtory proof ad- 
mitted, as a ſufficient excuſe for not acting 
upon the goſpel-precepts. Common ſenſe 
will aſſure you that, if theſe things be true 
(and, when you doubt, you acknowledge it 
at leaſt poſſible that they may). they are in- 
finitely more important than any worldly 
affairs, either of buſineſs or of pleaſure, for 
the ſake of which they are ſo generally diſ- 
regarded. Why then do you Hand idle 
not only all the day, but day after day and 
year after year ? Do you afk, what 
methods you ſhall purſue to get rid of your 


G2 {cruples ? 
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ſcruples ? Open your eyes, and ears; 
exerciſe your minds; read; think; liſten. 
In ſhort, ſtudy religion as for your lives : 
alas! much more than life depends upon it. 
Weigh the deſign and tendency of the New 
Teſtament ; ſee whither it will lead thoſe, 
who cordially. obey it: and then ſay, whe- 
ther it be not good. 2 85 

Neither is it more good than true. If it 
were falſe indeed, it would be moſt impi- 
ouſly and cruelly ſo: no leſs than a ſcheme 
to mock Gop, and to ruin men; even the 
beſt of men, men diſpoſed to endure all ex- 
tremities for what they miſtakingly appre- 
hend to be truth. 

e pere die difficulties in the way.“ 
And what then? Have thoſe difficulties 
never been ſurmounted? Or are they, in 
reality, the only grounds of your heſitation ? 
Is it not rather becauſe you do evil, that you 
hate the light, neither come to the light ; left 
your deeds ſhould be reproved. But there is 
a light, the painful ſerutiny of Which they 
ſhall be compelled to undergo. 

Vou would not (as I once before expreſſed 
my truſt, and belief ) upon any terms Wwhat- 
ever, 
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ever, come to a determination reſolutely 
from this hour to diſmiſs all further idea of 
religion, and riſque the conſęequences. And 
why? Becauſe you have ſome lurking fear 


that this rejected goſpel may after all prove 


true. Do not then, I beſcech you, fearing 
that it may be true, act as if it were cer- 
tainly. and demonſtrably falſe. Remember, 


it is poſſible that haply ye may be found even 


to fight again/t Go: that, though you defy 
the terror of the LokD, you may at laſt fall 
into His hands; and hear from His lips that 
now-deſpiſed ſentence, at a time when you 
will not be able to deſpiſe it Depart from 
me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels.” | 

If however you admit Jrsus to be the 
CurisT, and 570 have the words of eternal 
life, why do you turn away from Him? 
Whither will you go? Calling Him Loro, 
LoRD, why do you not the things, which He 
ſays s Tae | 
I I had been urging any controverted 
point, it might have altered the caſe. But 
ſurely it is no matter of controverſy among 


Chriſtians, whether there be a great and 
| G 3 holy 
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holy Gop or not; and whether fuch a 
one ſhould be loved -or diſhonoured, re- 
verenced or neglected. It is ſurely no 
matter of controverſy, whether a wicked 
man ſhould ſeriouſly repent of his ſins, or wil- 
| fully perſiſt in them; whether CHRISTH was 
delivered for our offences, and was raiſed again, 
for our juſtification, or not ; and whether we 
ſhould embrace that juſtification, or reject it. 
Are His precepts written ſo obſcurely, as 
to leave room for queſtioning—whether He 
requires a devout, humble, ſpiritual, watch- 
ful, ſelf-denying life, or allows the contrary ? 
Has He, who brought liſe and immortality ta 
light, left the happineſs and miſery connect- 
ed with that ſtate uncertain ; or left un- 
certain, for whom that happineſs and mi- 
ſery are reſpectively intended? Can we 
queſtion, whether Gop will or will not bring 
every work into judgment, with every ſecret 
thing, good and evil: or whether, at the con- 
cluſion of that judgment, he wicked ſhall or 
ſhall not go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
and the righteous into life eternal“ | 

You cannot pretend a doubt about any of 
theſe ſubjects, and yet continue to call your- 

PE od ward » ſelves 
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ſclves Chriſtians, Why then do you not 
lay them to heart, and act as both your 
duty and your intereſt ſo evidently and 
ſo urgently require? Becauſe- you 
are blinded with the pomps and vanities 
of the world, and the luſts of the fleſh ; 
becauſe your imaginations are deluded by 
ſome periſhing trifle—dearer to you than 
God and His Son, dearer to you than your 
ſoul's ſalvation. Ye will not come to 
CnRrsr, that ye might have life ; and there- 
fore CRIS has pronounced, that ye Ra 
die in your fonts. 

Yet as Moſes, on leaving Pharaoh's pre- 
ſence for the laſt time, denounced to him 
that great cry, which the ſword of the de- 
ſtroying angel ſhould raiſe throughout all the 
land of Egypt ; fo muſt you now, finally, be 
warned of that much more terrible ſword 
of divine vengeance, already bathed in heaven 
and preparing againſt you. Would that 
you could be rouſed to ſome efforts by any ex- 
poſtulations!—that you could be awakened 
by any remonſtrances from your diſaſtrous 
ſecurity! ?! | 
i G 4 Seck 
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Scek what amuſements, my brethren, 
purſue what diverſions you pleaſe-—yorur 
pomp muſt be brought down to the grave, and 
the noiſe of your viols; the worm ſhall be 
ſpread under you, and the worms ſhall cover 
you for the end of theſe things is death. 
Acceſlible, like others, to diſeaſe and acci-, 
dent—you, who now deſpiſe CHRIST and 
his goſpel, will one day droop and lan- 
guiſh; and all your reliſh for worldly recrea- 
tions and vain companions expire. You 
will then reflect with pain upon what is 
paſt, and ſtill more painfully anticipate what 
is to come. Trembling and aſtoniſhed, you 
may then probably begin in wild conſter- 
nation to inquire—What you muſt do to he 
ſaved ? Or, flattering yourſelves with idle 
hopes of recovery (even againſt hope you 
may perhaps even then till defer ſerious 
reflection, from regard to your weakened 
and ſinking ſpirits. Theſe ſcenes how- 
ever are but the fore-runners of others, {till 
more dreadful: O who can deſcribe, who 
may imagine them! While your friends 
are weeping over your breathleſs body, be- 
fore it is depoſited in the dark and filent 
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grave, whither, alas! is the ſoul fled? $ 
What new proſpects have opened upon her, 
ſince her departure ? And what will be 
your agonies at that ſtill remoter period _ 
when, upon the ſound of the archangel's 9 
trumpet, that ſoul and body ſhall be re- 
united in a way enabling them to endure 
torments, which in this mortal ſtate would 
have occaſioned their inſtant diſſolution. 
You will not at preſent be perſuaded to come 
to CHRIST, but then you muſt of neceſ- 
ſity behold him; if that indeed may be call- 
ed beholding— when, inſtead of venturing 
to look upon Him whom you have pierced, you 
will ſay to the mount2ins * Fall on us,” and 
to the hills © Cover us!” Then we ſhall ſee 
how courageouſly your hearts will endure, and 
how ftrong your hands will be, in the days 
that He ſhall deal with you : when He pro- 
nounces the terrible ſentence, conſigning 
you 7o the worm which dieth not, and to the . 
fire which is not quenched. Oh ! my bre- 


thren, who among us can dwell with everlaſt- 
ing burnings ? 


— r 7 Ot og 


— * 4 — —— 2 — — 0 


Some 


90 


Some one may perhaps exclaim, It is 
enough; do not further aggravate my diſ- 
treſs. That ſentence, terrible as it is— 
that ſentence, I feel convinced to my eter- 
nal agony, is mine; for my fns have reached 
uato heaven. I have, long enjoyed the ad- 
vantage of hearing the mexciful invita- 
tions of the goſpel ; yet has my heart been 
ſo obdurate as to negle& thoſe invitations, 
and thereby render that advantage inct- 
fectual. It is more than ſufficient, that 
Gop has borne with me 1o long; and every 
additional hour's reprieve does not imply 
kindneſs. on His part more fully, than it ex- 
cites ſurpriſe on mine. His meſſages to me 
have been no meſlages of ſalvation : in His 
word are high and precious promiſes, but 
to me they arc as a ſealed book. As CHRIST 
has offered, ſo I believe He is able, to ſave ; 
but that He ſhould be willing to fave me, 
who have hitherto neglected His offers 
this I know nat how to believe : I acknow- 
ledge, however, that it 1s not abſolutely 
impoſſible ; and therefore I do not entirely 
deſpair. 

Permit 
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Permit me to aſk you What * vou 

have for all theſe paſſionate complaints, thig 

vehement ſelf-accuſation} Why do you 
conclude ſo harſhly againſt yourſelves, when 
the goſpel addreſſes you ſo graciouſly ? You 
knaw indeed more fully the corruption of 

your own hearts, than of the hearts of others: 
but, ſuppoſing the worlt, is auy thing 100 
hard for the Lox D? Are any fins, which ad- 
mit of repentance, ſo deep in grain or ſo 
black in dye, that the blood of CHRIST 
cannot waſh them aut ? It would certainly 
be moſt daring folly 10 %, that grace might 
abound : yet whatever may have been your 
paſt wickedneſs.—if from this moment, 
through the divine aſſiſtance, you reſolve ' 
to offend no more ho ſhall limit the Holy 
One of 1/rael ? St. Paul ſays that he, al- 
though the chief of ſinners, obtained mercy ; 
that iu hum firſt JesUs CurisT might ſhew 

forth all long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them 
which ſhould hereafier believe ou Him to life 
everlaſting. 

Diſmayed then already, as you may be, 
and terrified at the heinouſneſs of your 
ſins, do not add to their weight and num- 
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ber—by diſtruſting the faithfulneſs of the 
Redeemer, and thwarting all the purpoſes 
of his love] Who is it, that you dread; 
and whom do you tremble to approach ? 
Even Him, who came expreſsly to call fin- 
ners to repentance; to ſeek and to ſave that 
which was loft; and to give light to thoſe 
who /ate in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of 
death ! Be aſſured that, if one offen- 
der can promiſe himſelf a more certain wel- 
come than another, it is not He who is in 
his own apprehenſion leaſt guilty and leaſt 
miſerable ; but he, who feels the deepeſt 
humiliation and ſelf-abaſement under a ſenſe 
of his miſery and guilt, and depends moſt 
firmly upon his Saviour for their removal. 


Let me here however moſt anxiouſly cau- 
tion you againſt miſtaking tranſient impreſ- 
ſions of mind, or even temporary amend- 
ment of lite, for thorough renewal of heart. 
This may beguile you into falſe peace, and 
fatal ſecurity. THE ROCK RECEIVED THE 
SEED WITH JOY ; and, by the early vigour 
of its produce, ſeemed to announce a plen- 
titul harveſt: but, BECAUSE IT LACKED 
| MOISTURE, 
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MOISTURE, that is, IN TIME OF TEMPTA- 
ION, IT WITHERED AWAY *. Whe- 
ther your change of feelings and conduct be 
equally deluſive or not, can alone be aſcer- 
tained by the ſincerity and continuance of 
your Faith in CHRIST, as above interpreted 
—a Faith, combining repentance for paſt fins 
with the ſteady purpoſe of future and uni- 
verſal obedience ; of which, wherever it is 
real, Faith 1s the vital principle. 

Suffer me therefore, with the view of fa- 
cilitating your judgment upon this important 
ſubject, to inquire of you, or rather to en- 
treat that you would cach inquire of your- 
ſelves—What views you have had of fin; 
and what purpoſes you have felt with regard 
to it? It once undoubtedly wore a 
flattering aſpeR, a fair and faſcinating ap- 
pearance : and you have ſince perhaps with 
abhorrence felt it (as all wall ſometime or 
other feel it) bite like a ſerpent, and ſling like 
an adder. So far it is well. But let me 
aſk, whence aroſe this abhorrence ? From 
ſelf- love alone, becauſe you had thereby 
brought condemnation and ruin upon your 
* Luke viii. 6, 13. occ. in Goſp. Sexag. 
ſouls? 
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ſotils? Was there no fenſe of its deformity, 
of its baſeneſs, of its ingratitude—as com- 
mitted againſt an all- perfect, all- powerful 
and all- bounteous Benefactor? And, as for 
your purpoſes with regard to it, how have 
they been formed; how executed? Have 
they been conceived, not againſt one or a few, 
but againſt every ſin? Have they been reſo- 
lute ; yet, while refolute, humble ? Are you 
irreconcileably active in this warfare ? If fo, 
what are the fruits worthy of repentance, 
which you have brought forth ? Have you 
ceaſed to do evil? Are you learning to do 
well ? Have you fuch an unfeigned antipa- 
thy to all fin, as to guard againſt every occa- 
fion and temptation to it ? Do you particu- 
larly double your watchfulneſs againſt that, 
which moſt cafily beſets you, your darling in- 
dulgence ? and have you fully reſolved, with 
the aid of Divine Grace, never rden to re- 
turn to it? | 

Let me demand further What views 
you have had of CUn sr? Do you feel that 
it is not enough to pay to Him a kind of 
diſtant and tranſient homage, as to a bene- 


volent perſon, whoſe name and memory you 
reverence ; 


. ; 
reverence ; but that you muſt depend upon 
Him, for matters of the higheſt and moſt in- 
eſtimable conſequence to you. 

Have you conſidered Him, as aating away 
the fin of the world? And deſpairing of being 
juſtified by any righteouſneſs of your own; 
and NOT PUTTING YOUR TRUST IN ANY 
THING THAT YOU 50 *, have you ſubmit- 
ted yourſelves unto the righteouſneſs of Gop # 
Are you in ſhort convinced that, if ever you 
are fu ved at all, it muſt be through CHRIST! 
Have you ſurrendered your ſouls into His 
hands, to be governed by the dictates of 
His word, and by the influences of His 
Spirit that He may diſcipline them upon 
earth for his glory; and afterwards receive 
them, amongſt the number of His faithful 
ſervants, into the paradiſe above? 

If you have done, or are ready to do ſo 
faithfully, deliberately, determinately then 
may you be pronounced a ſincere diſciple; 
delivered from the powers of darkneſs : then 
may you feel confident that your fins are för- 
given, and depart in peace. 

But, if you are yet ſtrangers to theſe feel - 

* Occ. in Coll. Sexag. 
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ings and this reformation, which I have 
been deſcribing—however you may have 
been awakened. and alarmed ; whatever re- 
ſolutions of amendment you may have adopt- 
ed; how right ſoever your notions of reli- 
gion, how pure ſoever your forms of wor- 
ſhip, how ardent ſoever your zeal, how hu- 
mane ſoever your temper may have been— 
the great work alas! is ſtill undone. If 
you are not humbled by your conſciouſneſs 
of ſin; if you have not declared open and 
mortal war againit it; if you have not felt a 
ſenſe of abſolute dependence upon CHRIST, 
a neceſſity of earneſt application to Him, 
and of a total ſubmiſſion of yourſelves to 
His diſpoſal ; and if you do not, after all this 
acknowledge that you are unprofitable ſer— 
vants, who only expect acceptance through 
His righteouſneſs and by His atonement—- 
the wrath of Gov abideth on you: your 
hopes are unſubſtantial, and you are building 
upon the ſand. The edifice already raiſed 
muſt be thrown down again, and a new 
foundation laid; or you will ſhortly, I fear, 
be ſwept away with it into everlaſting ruin. 

Now to. Gop, &c.. 
| SERMON 


SERMON VII. 


Tue CHRISTIAN TEMPER, 
TO BE PURSUED BY THE AID or DIVINE GRACE, 
IN OPPOSITION TO EVERY DISCOURAGEMENT. 


— KK)  ) ___— 


IT PET. I. 5—8. 


Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue, knowledge ; and to knowledge, 
' temperance; and to temperance, patience ; 
and to patience, godlineſs; and to godlineſs, 
brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly Rind- 
neſs, charity. For, if theſe things be in you 
and abound, they make you, that ye ſhall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord JEsus CHRIST. 


O any one, duly weighing the infinite 

importance of religious inquiry, it 
muſt appear in the higheſt degree difficult 
to addreſs mankind upon the ſubject of their 
H eternal 
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eternal intereſts, with adequate earneſtneſs 
and ſolicitude. Conformably however to 
my original plan, I ſhall proceed to give 
you a more detailed view of the ſeveral 
particulars comprized in the genuine Chriſ- 
tian temper and character. Happy 
you will be, bappy beyond expreſſion, if 
you can pronounce under each head as 
I advance—* This 1 1s my temper and cha- 
racer :” happy in no inconſiderable de- 
gree, if you can pronounce only—* This is 
what I anxiouſly deſire and purſue, though 
what: I have not yet been able fully to at- 
tain.” | | | 
Know then in 1 that, to be ChriC- 
tians indeed, you muſt have been renewed 
in the ſpirit of your mind—your conduct 
univerſally reformed, your views and appre- 
henſions of things totally altered, your ob- 
jeas and ends and affections entirely chang- 
ed: for the new man, after Go b, is created in 
righteouſueſs and true holineſs. Examine 
yourſelves therefore minutely, , whether theſe 
things be /0. 

In order to be C hriſtians likewiſe, the 
—.— mind miiſt be in you, which was alſo in 
1 3 CHRIST. 


99 


 CuRisr. Search then into His life and 
diſpoſition, as delineated in the goſpel ; and 
compare them with your own. Have you 
any of his devotion, His love, His reſigna- 
tion towards Gop ?—any of His humility, 
His meekneſs, His benevolence towards 
man ?—any of His purity, His patience, His 
zeal, His fortitude, His contempt of the 
world ? | 

Further, to be Chriſtians, you muſt be 
ſpirutually-minded—as knowing that to be life 
and peace. Your thoughts, your purſuits, 
your occupations influenced by a regard to 
the things of the future world—you muſt 
walk by faith, not by fight. That faith muſt 
act upon inviſible, and what are to be re- 
garded as in ſome degree incomprehenſible 
objects: upon the being, perfection, provi- 
dence, precepts and denunciations of Gop ; 
the redemption of mankind by CHRIST H; 
and the gracious influences of the Divine 
Spirit. 1 

But theſe views of the Chriſtian temper 
and character are perhaps too vague and in- 
definite, to admit of uſeful application. I 
will conſider them therefore more particu- 


H 2 larly, 


100 


larly, without obſerving the preciſe order of 
the virtues mentioned in the text, under 
three diſtin heads—as relating to the Dei- 
ty, to yourſelves, and to your fellow-crea- 
tures. 
With reference to thoſe, which concern 
the Deity ; to that godlineſs which is profit- 
able unto all things, and hath promiſe of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come 
do you find in your hearts that reveren- 
tial fear, that ſupreme love of Gob, which 
a due reflection upon His power and His be- 
nevolence muſt neceſſarily inſpire ? Do you 
ſeek to pay an unreſerved obedience to all 
His commands, to exhibit an unqualified 
ſubmiſſion to all his allotments? Do you 
ſtudy, in ſhort, 1% worſhip Him in ſpirit and 
in truth ? Again—Is your faith in 
nls 4incere, and your affection towards 
Him conſequently fervent ? Is your obſer- 
vation of His charges ſtrit, your regard for 
His intereſts zealous, your attendance upon 
His inſtitutions regular, your deſire of being 
with Him where He is unremitting ? Do 
you rejoice in His glorious deſign of redemp- 
tion, and its no-leſs-glorious accompliſh- 
ment ? 
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ment ?—in the promiſes of His word ?—in 
the privileges of His people ? Finally— 
Are you ſolicitous to be filled with the Spirit, 
and to have every faculty of your ſouls ſub- 
ject to His authority? Do you abſtain from 
thoſe fins which tend to grieve Him: and de- 
fire His influence, as the Spirit of Adoption 
—to give cordiality to your worſhip, vigour 
to your obedience, ardour to your love, and 
continuance to your reſignation ; as the 
Spirit of Courage—to inſpire you with he- 
roiſm againſt the powers of darkneſs, the 
corruption of your own hearts, and the out- 
ward difficulties which often obſtruct the 
progreſs of the Chriſtian pilgrim ? 

Upon the ſubject of duties, relating more 
immediately to yourſelves—do you prefer 
the ſoul to the body, things eternal to 
things temporal? And, conſciousof the dig- 
nity and value of your immortal part, have 
you determined at all events, and by any 
ſacrifice, to conſult its eternal happineſs? 

Are you alſo clothed with humility, 
from a deep ſenſe of your own depra- 
vity; of your limited knowledge, your fee- 
ble reſolutions, and your imperfect ſervices ? 

H 3 
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Do you labour after purity ; and endeavour 
to guard not only your words and actions, 
but even your wiſhes, from every diſtant 
appearance and probable occaſion of evil ? 

With a view to this, are you temperate in 
all your indulgencies; ſo as neither to de- 
baſe the talents, nor to ſquander the time or 
the wealth, beſtowed for nobler purpoſes ? 
Do you feel contented with that ſtate of 
life, unto which 1t has pleaſed Gop to call 
you—not envying others their ſucceſſes, nor 
repining at your own diſappointments : but 
remembering always that both are equally 
the diſpenſation of Providence ; that, at the 
worſt, your lot is far better than the beſt 
have deſerved ; and that its inconveniences, 
if properly ſupported, will moſt probably 
conduce to the advancement of your future 
felicity ! To contentment have you ad- 
ded patience ? Are your minds calm under 
affliction and injury; and ſteady in the ful- 
filment of duty, notwithſtanding hopes defer- 
red and defires unaccompliſhed? Do you com- 
mit the keeping of your ſouls to Gop in well- 
doing; and, under every variety of circum- 
ſtance, amidſt long and painful viciſſitudes 
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of 'misfortune—with your natural ſpirits en- 
feebled, and unlawful methods of redreſs; 
within your reach do you wait quietly for 
deliverance, in His own time and way? _ 
_ Laſtly, with reſpect to the duties regarding 
your fellow-creatures. Theſe are briefly 
comprehended in this ſaying, namely, Thou. 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. In the 
boſom of the real , Chriſtian no irregular 
ſelfiſhneſs, no unauthorized attention to pri- 
vate intereſt is to be found. If therefore 
you be Chriſtians, you will ſtudy the wel- 
tare and neceſſities of another; as you would 
wiſh him, under an exchange of ſitua- 
tions, to ſtudy yours. You will give the 
kindeſt conſtruction to his dubious ex- 
preſſions, or conduct; and will ſympathize 
equally in his happineſs, and in his diſtreſs. 
Further, as Chriſtians, you wil! put on 
meekneſs : not angry without or beyond juſt 
cauſe, nor provoking and exaſperating by. 
rough words or violent treatment thoſe, 
whom you ſhould rather ſtudy to conciliate 
by tenderneſs and affection. Behaving with 
modeſty and propriety in your appointed 
{tation towards your ſuperiors, your equals, 
H 4 and 
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and your POO will, even in relt- 
gion itſelf, refrain from all immoderate cen- 
ſures; and ſubdue that wrath of man which, 
inſtead of working, ſo often oppoſes the 
righteouſneſs of Gop. With this diſ- 
poſition likewiſe is naturally connected a 
love of peace, which the true Chriſtian, 
as much as lieth in him, will always endea- 
vour to promote and to preſerve : not only 
cautious in giving, and flow to take of- 
fence; but ſohcitous to cheriſh kindneſs 
when yigorous, to ſuſtain it when declin- 
ing, and to renew it when interrupted. 
You will alſo, if you be true diſciples of 
Carisr, put on bowels of mercies. By the 
compaſſion, which you have experienced 
yourſelves, your hearts will be moulded to 
compaſſion for the wants and ſorrows of 
others: you will feel an ardent defire to re- 
lieve diſtreſs, whereſoever you can find it; 
and will ſeize every opportunity of render- 
ing your netdy or afflicted brethren both 
temporal and ſpiritual ſervice—with fince- 
rity, with promptitude, and with effect. 
As Chriſtians, moreover, you will invio- 
lably adhere to truth—not only in ſolemn 
teſtimony, 
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teſtimony, involving your neighbour's life or 
property; or in promiſes, affecting his con- 
venience: but even in common converſa- 
tion. St. Paul has warned us againſt fooliſh 
talking and jeſting, as bringing the wrath of 
Gop upon the children of diſobedience : and 
One, greater than St. Paul, has declared 
that every idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, they 
ſhall grve account thereof in the day of judg+ 
ment. Once more—as Chriſtians, with the 
conſciouſneſs of your own numerous 1mper- 
fections, you will cultivate candour; carefully 
avoiding to condemn others in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to excite the ſeverityof Gop'scondem- 
nation againſt yourſelves: FOR ALL YOUR 
DOINGS ARE NOTHING WORTH WITHOUT 
CHARITY, THAT MOST EXCELLENT GIFT, 
THE VERY BOND OP PEACE AND OF ALI 
VIRTUES; WITHOUT WHICH WHOSOEVER 
LIVETH 18 COUNTED DEAD BEFORE Gop:* 
which giveth utility to learning, ſanctity to 
knowledge, activity to faith, and efficacy to 
benevolence. p 

With theſe particular branches of the 
Chriſtian temper and character ſome gene- 
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ral qualifications mult be incorporated; viz. 
ſincerity, conſtancy, and energy. 

Sincerity, above all, is the very ſoul of true 
religion. The endeavour to pleaſe Go p, and 
to approve yourſelves to Him, muſt pervade 
and animate your whole behaviour. Your 
hearts muſt be engaged in your devotion : 
and your private and ſecret conduct muſt 
(in that caſe it certainly will) be as upright, 
as that which is public and viſible. 

This devotion muſt not be offered by 
ſudden fits and ſtarts; but habitually, per- 
manently, and with conſtancy. There muſt 
be a reſolute, though humble, purpoſe of 
adhering to it at all times and upon all oc- 
caſions. It muſt mingle with the ſtated and 
ordinary buſineſs of life : and to the end of 
life you muſt perſevere in it; neither ſe- 
duced by the temptations of the way, nor 
diſcouraged by the difficulties. of the jour- 
ney. | 

Finally as honeſt profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity, you muſt exert a pious energy in 
ſervice. Vou muſt be eſpecially ſtudious to 
correct what is irregular in yourſelves; and 
to act as becomes the holy calling, wherewith 


ye 
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ye are called. Nor will you look upon the 
conduct of others, in this reſpect, with an 
indifferent eye; but (ſtill in conſiſtency with 
meekneſs, and temperance, and charity) teſ- 
tify your diſapprobation of whatever is diſ- 
honourable to your. Creator, or injurious to 
your fellow-creatures. 


Such are the temper and character re- 
quired by the goſpel: and they are truly 
excellent but they are not eaſily to be at- 
tained. Temptations on one hand, and dif- 
ficulties on the other, vicious companions 
and corrupted hearts, will ſtruggle hard to 
preſerve or to recover their dominion over 
you. You think now probably that your 
preſent views will be laſting, becauſe they 
refer to laſting principles and objects. Alas! 
to-morrow perhaps may undeceive you, or ' 
rather deceive you anew. To-morrow may 
preſent you ſome alluring trifle in a freſh 
dreſs, which will amuſe you into forgetful- 
neſs: or perhaps to-night, before you lic 
down on your beds, the vivid impreſſion | 
may have faded away. The dormant paſ- 
ſions may ſpring up again, as if they had ſlept 

| only 
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only to recruit their vigour ; and, if they are 
not reſiſted by other and better ſtrength 
than your own—the chains they will im- 
poſe muſt be more oppreſſive, more igno- 
minious, and more fatal. 

What then is to be done? Muſt you lie 
down in deſpair? Gap forbid. You have 
read of doing all things through Curisr, 
which flrengtheneth you; whoſe grace is ſuf- 

ficient for you; and whoſe ſtrength is made 
perfect in weakneſs. The Scripture indeed 
abounds with paſſages, which uniformly en- 
force the ſame principle, and graft upon 
it the ſame doctrine—ſtating every where 
that the introduction of religion into the 
foul is matter of divine promiſe, is to be 
aſcribed to divine agency, and 1s repreſent- 
ed as the labour of God; who begins aud 
performs it, until the day of JESUS CHRIST 
—=working in us both to will and to do, of His 
good pleaſure. 

Adopt it, therefore, as a moſt certain con- 
cluſion, that no attempt after holineſs is to 
be made in your own ſtrength ; for we are 
not ſufficient of ourſelves to think any thing, as 
of ourſelves; but our ſufficiency is of GoD. 

By 
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By His Bleſſed Spirit alone (which He has 
promiſed to beſtow abundantly upon ſuch, 
as apply to Him faithfully in His Son's 
name) can your hearts be purified, your re- 
ſolutions invigorated, and your ſervices ren- 
dered acceptable. Reſolve therefore ſtre- 
nuouſly in favour of virtue, but reſolve at the 
ſame time humbly and modeſtly. When 
you are almoſt afraid to declare before the 
Lon, that you will carefully abſtain from 
this or that fin, and rigidly comply with 
this or that precept ; and dare only venture 
to expreſs your earneſt deſire, that you may 
by Divine Grace be enabled to avoid the 
one, and to purſue the other—then are you 
in the beſt way of ſubduing temptation, and 
of diſcharging duty. | 

Let not then your conſciouſneſs of inſuf- 
ficiency deter you from engaging in a reli- 
gious life: but conſider what firm grounds 
you have to hope, that in due ſeaſon ye 
hall reap, if ye faint not. Reaſon, which 
teaches us the need we have of ſpiritual 
aſſiſtance in a virtuous courſe, teaches us 
likewiſe that a benevolent: Gop, who 7s 
kind unto the unthankful and to the evil, mult 
| take 
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take peculiar pleaſure in giving grace to the 
humble : and Scripture amply confirms the 
expectation. There we hear Divine Wiſdom 
crying even to triflers Turn you at my re- 
Frog, and Iwill pour out my Spirit unto you.” 
There we hear the apoſtle exhorting—Let 
us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to helþ' in 
time of need. There we hear CHRIST Him- 
ſelf arguing F ye, being evil, know how to 
give good. gifts unto your children; how much 
more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Ho- 
ly Spirit to them that aſk Him 2 


In the oft-repeated warning—S7rve lo eu- 
ter in at the ftrait gate, formidable oppoſition 
indeed is implied. The fleſh, and the world, 
are powerful enemies; and require that you 
ſhould take unto you the whole armour of 
Gop, in order to gt you like men, and like 
Chriſtians. 

You muſt feel, in the language of thc 
apoſtle, the fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit. 
With irregular native propenſities, ſtrength- 
encd by frequent indulgence, you are ſcarce- 
ly capable of thorough reformation, Can 

the 
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te Ethiopian change his Hin, or te leopard 
his ſpots 9. Then' may ye alſo do good, that are 
accuſtomed to do evil. Pride or indolence, ali- 
enation of heart from things ſpiritual, or. 
immoderate-attachment to things temporal 
(though now little ſuſpected) will perhaps 


expoſe you, in your ſtate of greateſt ſecuri- 


ty, to painful and dangerous conflict s. 
The world will alſo throw in your way 
numerous and great obſtrucions—by its 
manners, its cuſtoms, and its examples. The 
things of the world will thwart you one way, 
the men of the world another. Little aided 
by the ſympathy of the good, and much re- 
ſiſted by the oppoſition of the wicked, you 
will have many an arduous ſtruggle to en- 
counter. Of your ſinful aſſociates ſome will 
endeavour to. retain you by art, and more to 
recal you by ridicule. Vou muſt endure the 
trial of cruel mockings, and the violent per- 
ſecution of the tongue, 1f you will not again 
return to your wild career of guilt and of 

madneſs. . 
Nevertheleſs, my brethren, be not diſ- 
couraged. Fear not: He, that is with you, 
is greater than they that are againſt you— 
even 
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even CHRIST, the Captain of your ſalvation. 
Fight therefore under His banners againſt 
your enemies, as in the preſence of Gop ; 
and refit them, ſtedſaſt in the faith. Re- 
member, that He can give power to the faint, 


and to them that have no might can increaſe © 


firength. Amidſt all the oppoſition then, 
which you may experience, look upward and 
look forward for aid and for recompence ; 
and, when temptations affail you, think up- 
on Him, whom the Tempter aſſailed in the 
wilderneſs in vain. Hear Him proclaim — 
Behold, T come quickly, and my reward is with 
me: and, Be thou faithful unto death, and 1 
will give thee a crown of life; even a crown 
of Flory, that fadeth not away, 


Now to Gop, &c. 
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THE CHRISTIAx's SELF-DEDICATION, 
ATTENDANCE UPON THE LORD's SUPPER, AND 
DAILY waLKiNG WITR Gop. 


— —— eee 
Rom. XII? 


I beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of GoD, that ye preſent your bodies a living 
ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
it your reaſonable ſervice. 


OTWITHSTANDING all the oppo- 
| ſition, which ariſes to the Chriſtian in 
his progreſs towards heaven, the powerful 
motives ſuggeſted in my. preceding diſ- 
courſes will, I truſt, have determined at leaſt 
ſome of you, my brethren, to devote your- 
ſelves to the ſervice of Gop—deliberately, 
willingly, cordially, cheerfully, Can any 
thing indeed be more reaſonable than that 
E I we 
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who created us, who brought us into this 
pleaſant and beautiful world, ſuſtained us in 
the helpleſſneſs of infancy, guarded us amidſt 
the dangers of youth, and has fince continu- 
ally protected and preſerved us? that we 
ſhould receive him, as our ſovereign Ruler; 
and reverence him, as our ſupreme Benefac- 
tor? Can any thing be more equitable 
than that, produced by His word, and ran- 
ſomed by His Son's blood, we ſhould be His 
for ever ? | 

This ſurrender muſt alſo be entire. All 
you are, and all you have, and all you can do 
—your time, your poſſeſſions, your influence 
muſt be devoted to his ſervice. Every thing 
muſt be reſigned to the diſpoſal of His pro- 
vidence ; and not only His power, but His 
right, to do what He pleaſes with you and 
yours muſt be freely und fully acknowledg- 
ed. 

It muſt likewiſe be perpetual: ſo made, 
as never to be reſumed. For the claims of 
Gop are, like himſelf, eternal and immuta- 
ble; and, with regard to His rational crea- 
tures, ihe ſame yeſterday, and to-day, and for 


EVer. 
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To this end, among others (of confirming 
our ſelt- dedication to Gop) was appointed 
the ſacrament of the Lonp's Supper: by 
which however the communicants further 
pledge themſelves to an affectionate remem- 
brance of His dying love, and a ſincere cha- 
rity towards their fellow- creatures. As a 
ſeal therefore of the covenant ratified by His 
death, it muſt be received with humble 
thankfulneſs ; its bleſſings fervently ſolicit- 

cd, and its demands by the aid of Divine; 
Grace ſtrenuouſly fulfilled. And as, though 
many, we are all partakers of that one bread, 
and are all made to drink into one Spirit, this 
conſideration ſhould unite us all by the bond 
of true brotherly regard. Let me then moſt 
carneſtly recommend to you the obſerva- 
tion of our Saviour's precept upon this ſub- 
ject: let me urge you moſt zealouſly to 
approach His Table, at every convenient op- 

portunity; not more with a view to the ob- 
jects for which it was inſtituted, than to the 
benefits with which it will be attended. 
The difficulties, which you muſt expect to 
encounter in your Chriſtian career, nothing 
but the love of CHRIST can enable you to 
I 2 overcome ; 


© — me $$ x 


116 


overcome; and nothing can inſpire you with 


a ſenſe of His love ſo fully, as the comme- 
moration of that death which it induced 
Him to undergo. What indeed can ſo 
awfully convince us that we are not our own, 
being bought with a price; what ſo effectually 
guard us againſt the recurrence of thoſe 
fins, which we have ſolemnly "renounced ; 
what ſo firmly engage our fidelity to His 
ſervice, what ſo entirely melt our ſouls with 
tenderneſs, what ſo fervently inflame our 
feelings with gratitude—as the contempla- 
tion of thoſe agonies, by which our redemp- 
tion and ſalvation were purchaſed ? 

Again, what can more cloſely knit together 
gur hearts in love; what join us in ſpirit more 
indiffolubly—than to behold ourſelves, as 
one in CuRIST JESUS; and to anticipate by 
hope the bleſſed day when, with all that in 
every place call upon His name, we ſhall ever 
be with the Lord ? 

Loet me intreat you therefore in His name, 
let me charge it upon your conſciences by 
His authority, that if you love Him, you keep 
this as well as the reſt of His command- 
ments. If, as tar as you know your own 
| hearts, 
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hearts, you have deliberately, cheerfully, en- 
tirely, and perpetually ſurrendered yourſelves 
to Gop; if you deſire to remember the 
death of His Son; if you would at preſent 
become His diſciples, and finally be with 
Him where He is; if you would not indulge 
yourſelves wilfully in the practice of any 
one known ſin, or in the omiſſion of any 
one known duty—l1 think I may venture to 
pronounce, not only that you are welcome 
to the Holy Table, but that for ſuch as you 
it 18 prepared. 

Do not decline to attend, from an ap- 
prehenſion of the weakneſs of the religious 
principle in your ſouls : if that principle 
be really implanted there, attendance will 
ſtrengthen and cheriſh it. Do not heſitate, 

. from the fear of aggravating your guilt in 
caſe of apoſtaſy : by this rite, through God's 
grace, apoſtaſy may be prevented. Open 
your eyes, I beſeech you, in time. Let me 
addreſs you, as the angels did Lot, when 
they brought him forth from Sodom: Es- 
CAPE FOR THY LIFE, LOOK NOT BEHIND 
dunn, NEITHRR STAY THOU IN ALL THE 
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PLAIN; ESCAPE TO THE Saviour, LEST 
THOU BE CONSUMED #, At all events, 
take the matter into your moſt ſerious con- 
fideration; and, if upon conſcientious in- 
quiry you find yourſelves ſtill in want of en- 
couragement, continue your reflections and 
your prayers, till farther encouragement be 
beſtowed. For be aſſured that, while you are 
unfit to approach this ordinance, you are un- 
fit for death and heaven; and therefore, as 
you would not lie down to ſleep on the edge 
of a precipice, you ſhould not, ſo much as for 


a ſingle day, ſuſpend your religious labours. 


In addition however to-this ſolemn and 
neceſſary duty, many others demand our 
attention, relating to that truly-devout cha- 
racter, which (in the language of Scripture) 
may be called a daily walking with Gop, 
and being in the fear of the Lord all the day 
long. Theſe naturally divide them- 
ſelves into three heads—reterring reſpective- 


ly to the beginning, the progreſs, and the 
conclufion of the ay. 


In 
* Gen. xix. 17. OCC. in 1 Leſſon 1 Lent. 
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In the beginning of the day—it ſhould 
certainly be our firſt care, as ſoon as we 


awake, to lift up our hearts unto the Lon D. 


In this duty indeed a ſerious mind, one would 
ſuppoſe, could never be deficient. The 
eaſe and activity, with which we are in- 
ſpired; the refreſhment, which we have de- 
rived from ſleep; the ſecurity, in which we 
have reſted; the cheerful light of the re- 
turning ſun ; the proſpect of ſpending ano- 
ther day in the ſervice of Gop, in the ſo- 
ciety of our friends, and in our own im- 
provement ; and, above all, the lively hope 
of another and a ſuperior reſurrection to 
happineſs and glory-—all theſe bleſſings 
mult neceſſarily ſuggeſt abundant matter of 
thankſgiving. To praiſe Gop for his mer- 
cies—looking to CHRIST, as to the great 
toundation-ſtone of all our enjoyments and 
expectations; and acknowledging with hum- 
ble gratitude the influences of the Holy Spi- 
rit, which have led or are leading us to the 
performance of our duty—cannot ſurely be 
decmed either tedious or ſuperfluous. 


It would likewiſe be highly uſeful, to 
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ments of the day: what opportunities of 
good, or what temptations to evil, it may 
bring along with it; and how the former 
may beſt be improved, or the latter moſt ſuc- 
ceſsfully avoided—accompanying this anti- 
cipation with a ſhort prayer, that GOD would 
graciouſly quicken us in the one caſe, and 

ſtrengthen us in the other: that He would 
 eflabliſh the work of our hands upon us, when 
undertaken with a due regard to His pre- 
fence; and ſanctify to our improvement the 
adverſities, with which He may exerciſe our 
reſignation. 

In the progreſs of the day it is neceſ- 
jary that we be uniformly ſerious in our 
Chriſtian devotions, diligently proſecute our 
allotted labours, enjoy our amuſements tem- 
perately, attend to the diſpenſamons of Pro- 
vidence carefully, guard cautiouſly againſt 
temptations, depend humbly upon the Al- 
mighty, govern our thoughts ſtrictly in ſoli- 
tude, and preſerve our converſation uncor- 
rupted in ſociety, I ſhall conſider 
each of theſe in their order. 1 

With reſpect to our Chriſtian devotions 
it would become us, before we begin them, 


to pauſe - and reflect upon the perfections of 
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Him whom we addreſs; the pleaſure, as well 19 
as advantage, of worſhipping Him in ſpirit and 9 | 
in truth; and the guilt, as well as folly, of | 
drawing near Him with our month, and with 
our lips honouring Him, while our hearts are 
far removed from Him. When we have 
begun them—we ought anxiouſly to watch, 
and inſtantly to check, the firſt wanderings 
of thought, which would otherwiſe pollute 
or render them inefficient. Atter they 4 
are concluded— we ſhould review the imper- 8 
fect manner in which ,they have been per- | ll 
formed, feel ourſelves deeply humbled by the 

retroſpect, and tremble leſt our very prayer 
become fin. 

As for our allotted labours—we ſhould 
engage in them under a full ſenſe of the 
authority, and with a deep regard to the 
glory of Gop: not indulging indolence or 
ſluggiſhneſs, but on the - contrary exciting 
ourſelves to induſtry, by the reflection that 
the night cometh, when no man can work ; and 
that there is neither labour, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave, whither 
we are all going. 

Our amuſements ſhould be not only well- 
choſen, 
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choſen, but uſed likewiſe in ſubordination 
to the divine honour : leſt they eſtrange 
our hearts from religion, abſorb too large 
a portion of our time, and occaſion us to 
abuſe the high faculties of our nature, to ne- 
glect the great advantages of the Chriſtian 
revelation, or to diſregard the noble purpoſes 

for which we were created. 

The finger of Gop may be traced both in 

our comforts and in our afflictions: in our 
 comforts—when we find ourſelves in con- 
tinued health, furniſhed with food for ſup- 
port and pleaſure, ſurrounded by friends, 
proſperous in buſineſs, going out and com- 
ing in ſafely, and enjoying that cheerfulneſs, 

which is the baſis of all other enjoyment: 
in dur afflictions when we ſuffer diſap- 
pointment, loſs, pain or unkindneſs; to all 
which we ſhould ſubmit patiently, from the 
conſideration that they are directly or in- 
directly the divine work; and, if not or- 
daincd, are certainly permitted by the Al- 
mighty. 

With regard to temptations-—on chang- 
ing our place or employment, we ſhould an- 
ticipate the new ſnares to which we may be 

expoſed ; 
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expoſed ; remember, that with the tempra- 
tion is alſo made a way to eſcape, that we may 
be able to bear it; and keep ever in mind, 
that the eye of the All-ſeeing 1s over us— 
obſerving what fortitude we poſſeſs, and 
how far His authority and promiſes ſuſtain 
us in the hour of trial. 

As for depending in all circumſtances 
upon Providence, a few inſtances will beſt 
explain my meaning. The true Chriſtian, 
when about to pray, will ſolicit Gop to fix 
his attention, to awaken his holy affections, 
and pour out upon him the ſpirit of grace and 
of ſupplication : when opening his Bible, or 
any other religious work—will requeſt Him 
to enlighten his underſtanding, to confirm 
his good reſolutions, and to open his eyes, 
that he may behold wondrous things out of His 
law : when undertaking worldly buſineſs, 
will entreat Him to beſtow a blefling upon 
his honeſt endeavours: when engaging in 
recreation, to give ſucceſs to his innocent 
purſuits: when coming” into company, to 
grant that no corrupt communication may pro- 
ceed out of his mouth, but that which is good 
to the uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter 
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grace unto the hearers: when involved in; 
difficulties, to give him that wiſdom which is 
profitable to direct, and to lead him in a plain 
path > when encountering temptation, to 
make perfect the divine fireugth in his weak- 
neſs, &c. 

To govern our thoughts in ſolitude, we 
mult have accuſtomed ourſelves to govern 
them at all other times—avoiding thoſe en- 
tanglements of paſſion, that attachment to 
preſent views and intereſts, which would 
deprive us of our power over them : and in 
their ſtead propoſing for our contemplation 
the perfections of Gop, the love of CHRIST, 
the value of time, the certainty of death 
and judgment, and the eternity of happi- 
neſs or miſery which 1s to enſue ; or (on a 
lower ſcale) reflecting upon the laſt portion 
of ſcripture which we have read, the laſt 
ſermon which we have hcard, &c. with the 
impreſſions, which at the time they re- 


ſpectively produced. 


Laſtly, to preſerve our n un- 
corrupted in ſociety -e ſhould take parti - 
cular care that nothing eſcape us, expoſing 
ourſelves o or our religion to reproach; no- 


thing 


thing , injurious to the abſent, or unkind to 


the preſent; nothing malignant, or inſin- 


cere; nothing which has a tendency to ſe- 
duce, provoke, or miſlead thoſe about us. 
Nor is it enough, that our diſcourſe be 
merely innocent; we ſhould endeavour, fur- 
ther, to make it edifying always provided 
with ſome uſeful ſubject, and always watch- 


ing ſome ſuitable opportunity of introducing 


it; always in private entreating Gop to 
aſſiſt us with His grace in our attempts to 
do good, and that we may neither act nor 
ſpeak nor think any thing unworthy of c our 
Chriſtian profeſſion and character. 

With reſpect to the concluſion of the 


day—we ſhould take care, that its ſecret 


duties be well pertormed ; and that we he 
down to repoſe, i in a ſtate of general charity 
and peace. 

We ought never to cloſe our evening, 
without fervently praying that Gop would 
pardon our manifold offences; without praiſ- 


ing Him for His mercies, temporal and ſpi- 


ritual; and without recommending our- 
ielves, our friends and neighbours, to His Al- 
mighty protection. In addition to 
this, 
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this, I would moſt zealouſly recommend 
to you ſcrupulous ſelf-examination; which 
may be compriſed in the following or ſimi- 
lar queries, reſpectively relative to the pre- 
ceding ſubdiviſions of daily duty, to be pro- 
poſed by each of you to his own conſcience, 
viz. © Did I awake this morning, with a 
grateful ſenſe of the divine goodneſs ? Did I 
acknowledge it in my prayers and praiſes ? 
How have I diſcharged the other duties 

of the day ?—with diligence ?—with ſpiritu- 
ality? Have I done every thing in ſeaſon, 
and with all convenient diſpatch, and as fe 
ihe Lord? What time have I loſt, and 
upon what occaſions ? With what tem- 
per, and under what regulations, have I 
indulged my amuſements? Have I ob- 
ſerved the hand of God in my com- 
forts—-ſuch as health, cheerfulneſs, food, 
clothing, ſafety in journies, ſucceſs in buſi- 
neſs, converſation and kindneſs of friends, 
&c.: and likewiſe in my afflictions; parti- 
cularly in little things, tending to vex and 
diſquict me? And have I received thoſe 
comtorts thankfully, and thoſe afflictions ſub- 
miſlively? How haye I guarded againſt * 
the 
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the temptations of the day? Have I 
maintained an humble dependence upon my 
Maker and Preſerver ? Have 1 lived by the 
faith of His Son; regarding Him as my 
teacher, my atonement, my interceſſor, my 
example, and my friend? Have I looked 
forward to death, and to eternity; and con- 
ſidered myſelf as actually a probationer and, 
through divine grace, an expectant of hea- 
ven ? Have I endeavoured to govern my 
thoughts well, eſpecially in ſuch and ſuch an 
interval of ſolitude? Have I preſerved 
my converſation uncorrupted in ſociety ? 
Have I ſaid nothing imprudent, or miſchie- 
vous, or flanderous, or paſſionate ? Has 
my heart, in ſhort, been full of love towards 
Go, and of goo0d-will towards man? And 
have I anzioufly ſought, and induſtriouſly 
improved, opportunities of doing and of get- 

ing good ? | 

Theſe queſtions (I obſerved above) are ſo 
arranged, as to include the whole of the 
preceding directions ; and conſcience will 
not be long in anſwering them all. 

There remain then to be conſidered only 
tthe ſentiments of general charity and 


peace, 
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peace, with which we ſhould lie down to 
repoſe. Under this head we cannot 
but reflect upon the goodneſs of Gop, in 
having added another day, with its mercies, 
to the former days and mercies of our lives ; 
and in giving us health of body and ſerenity 
of mind, from which we may reaſonably ex- 
pect the refreſhment of ſleep. Moreover, 
as we are about to reſign ourſelves to this 
death itſelf, that end of all living ; and re- 
ſolve ſo to diſpoſe our thoughts, as if we were 
aſſured that we ſhould never more awake 
on earth—inquiring of our ſouls (and de- 
manding of them an anſwer, as in the di- 
vine preſence) whether there be no un- 
forſaken ſin, to fill them with anguiſh in 
their departing moments, and to make them 
tremble upon the verge of eternity. 

One day, my brethren, thus ſpent is pre- 
ferable to whole years of irreligion and ſen- 
ſuality ; and it is better to be a door-keeper 
in the houſe of your GoD, than to dwell in the 
tents of wickedneſs. 


Now to Gop, &c, 
SERMON 


SERMON IX. 


DAILY PIETY ENFORCED, 
AND 


various TEMPTATIONS poinTeD our. 
— | 


? 
1 TH ESS. IV. 1. 


Ve beſeechi you, brethren, and exhiort you by 

the. Lord Jesus, that as ye have received 
of us how ye ought to walk and to pleaſe 
God, /o ye would abound more and more. 


N the diſcourſe before the laſt, I exhibit- 


ed to you a comprehenſive view of the 


ſeveral branches of the Chriſtian character; 


as it implied (generally) a new and divine 
temper—reſembling that of CHRISTH, and 
engaging us to be -/þrritually-mimded, and 10 
walk by faith : and (more particularly) as it 


included, with reſpect to Gop—tear, and 
| K affection; 
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affection, and obedience; faith, and love, 
and joy towards Jesus CunisTr; and a due 


reverence for the Holy Spirit : as it pre- 


ſcribed, with regard to ourſelves—preference 
of the ſoul to the body, humility, purity, 
temperance, contentment, and patience - and 
as it enforced, in our intercourſe with our 
fellow-creatures—love, meekneſs, peaceable- 
neſs, mercy, truth, and charity :—all to be 
accompanied with ſincerity, conſtancy, and 
energy. 

Fearing that you might deſpair of attain- 
ing ſuch various perfection, I then adviſed 


you to ſeck the aid of Divine Grace; of 


which the reality and neceſſity are ſo fully 
evinced by Scripture, and which is ſo fre- 
quently promiſed to the humble petition- 
er: and, finally, after ſtating the oppoſition 
which you muſt expect to encounter from 
the fleſh and the world, I encouraged you 
to perſevere—by a ſenſe of the conſtant pre- 
ſence of Gop, of the promiſed mediation of 
His Son, and of the ſplendid rewards reſerv- 
ed for the faithful. 

In my laſt diſcourſe, therefore, I exhorted 
you to ſurrender yourſelves to your Creator 
p —delt- 
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deliberately, cheerfully, entirely, and per- 
petually: and to ſeal the ſolemn engagement 
at the Lord's Table, the privilege of which 
is juſtly to be deemed ineſtimable, whether 
we conſider its ends or its Author. 1 
further noticed (and, I truſt, removed) the 
objections, alledged by many, of unfitneſs, 
weakneſs of grace, &c.; and urged you, at 
all events, to take the matter into your moſt 
ſerious conſideration. Laſtly, I laid be- 
fore you an outline of a truly-Chriſtian day; 
enumerating the reſpective duties of its be- 
ginning, its progreſs, and its concluſion: 
viz. lifting up our hearts unto the Lon, 
when we awake :—being ſerious in our de- 
votions, diligent in our labours, temperate 
in our amuſements, obſervant of divine pro- 
vidences, watchful againſt temptation, hum- 
bly dependent upon the Almighty, and pre- 
ſerving our thoughts uncorrupted both in 
ſolitude and in ſocicty :—and cloſing the 
evening with private prayer, ſcrupulous ſelt- 
examination, perfect charity towards our fel- 
low-creatures, and ſerious meditation upon 


the laſt ſleep—that of death. 
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Theſe directions may ſeem perhaps to 
many rigorous, and to fome needleſsly ſo. 
Yet, when we call to mind that we are re- 
quired to love the LorD our GOD with all 
our heart, and with all our foul, and with all 
our mind, and with all our ſtrength, we can- 
not but think them generally neceſſary. And 
they would be more eaſily practicable too, 
if we would conſent to abandon our vicious 
indulgencies; if we would learn properly to 
value our time, and anxioufly to redeem it. 
But we fix our views too low; and rate the 
fublime principles of our holy calling, be- 
ncath what both the nature of religion and 
the divine word ſuggeſt. Beſides, our 
indolence (original and acquired) and our 
proverbial inconſtancy deprive us of that 
infuence and authority over our minds, 
which arc requifite for the proper execution 
of a plan in itſelf ſo deſirable. 

Let me entreat you however, my bre- 
thren, by whatever regard you entertain for 
the honour of Gop and your own real wel- 
fare, duly to conſider the reaſonableneſs of 
this plan; and to. judge for yourſelves—whe | 
ther it will not highly conduce to your pre- 

5 ſent 
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ſent comfort and uſefulneſs, inſpire you 
with reſignation in adverſity, give you peace 
in death, and through CHRIST ſecure your 
eternal felicity. 

As to its ccaſonableneſs—recolleR, that 
you were created by the Almighty, and have 
been redeemed by his Son's blood; and then 
ſay, if it be not reaſonable that you ſhould 
devote yourſelves to his ſervice.  Sup- 
poſe all my counſels reduced to practice : 
ſuppoſe the day begun and concluded by 
prayer to Wop, and communion with your 
own hearts : ſuppoſe a regard to your Maker, 
a ſenſe of His preſence and a zeal. for 
His glory, to pervade all your acts of wor- 
ſhip, all your toils of buſineſs, all your pur- 
ſuits of recreation : ſuppoſe your obſervation 
of the divine hand, your watchfulneſs againſt 
temptations, your acqueſcence in the al- 
lotments of Providence, your government of 
your thoughts, alone and in company, to 
have been perfect and complete: ſup- 
poſe, I ſay, all this accompliſhed, not tor a 
ſingle day or week only, but for the remain- 
der of your lives; and imagine yourſelves, 
at their cloſe, looking back upon them in 

K 3 the 
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the full exerciſe of your rational faculties} 
could you then ſay, * I have taken too much 
pains about religion ; leſs diligence, leſs zeal, 
leſs fidelity might have been an equivalent for 
the bleſſings of creation and redemption : 
a part of my heart and of my leiſure might 
have ſufficed for Him, who made that heart 
beat, and beſtowed upon me that leiſure; 
for Him, who hath redeemed my life from de- 
firuction, aud owned me with loving-kindneſs 
and tender mercies'? 15 you could not, 
you muſt acknowledge—that theſe ſervices 
are reaſonable in themſelves; ; are ſequired 
both by duty, and by gratitude; and cannot 
be neglected without offending Gop, and 
diſgracing and ultimately deſtroying your- 
ſelves, 

Nay, would not ſuch a ſyſtem bf con- 
duct moſt effectually promote your preſent 
comfort? Reflect ſeriouſly, wherein real 
and ſubſtantial comfort conſiſts. Does it 
conſiſt in diſtance from Gop, or in nearneſs 
to him? You can neither be Chriſtians nor 
rational creatures, if you do not know that 
it is intercourſe with the Father of ſpirits, - 
which conſtitutes the happineſs of futurity. 


If 
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If you have made any trial of religion, even 
for a few months or weeks, you can be at 
no loſs to pronounce which part of your life 
has been moſt pleaſant to you. The reſtraint 
in many inſtances impoſed upon your carnal 
inclinations, however difagreeable to the ex- 
iſting appetite, muſt have been more than 
counter- balanced by the ſatisfaction ariſing 
from a conſciouſneſs of ſelf- government, and 
the felt diſcharge of duty though inter- 
rupted, and irregular, and defective. 

Examine likewiſe the uſeful influence, 
which you may hereby poſſeſs, upon the 
conduct of others. With hearts ſo diſ- 
poſed, you would make it your chief ſtudy 
to watch and to ſeize every opportunity of 
doing good: and, your light ſo ſhining before 
men, ſome at leaſt of them muſt ſee your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven. For the charm of ſuch models 
would ſurely inſpire imitation ; and thus, 
through the divine blefling, you might en- 
Joy the praiſe and the reward—not only of 
the good which you had actually done your- 
ſelves, but likewiſe (in a certain degree) of 
that, to which you had excited others. 
K 4 | Nor 
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Nor can any human eye diſcern, into what 
diſtant times or places the happy conſe- 
quences of your example might extend. 

Upon boſoms gladdened by ſuch con- 

ſiderations, and rejoicing in the teſtimony 
of conſcience, afflictions preſs with dimi- 
niſhed force. Reviewing paſt ſcenes, YOu 
will find conſolation in recollecting that you 
have humbled yourſelves for paſt offences; 
and evinced the ſincerity of your humilia- 
tion by its only ſure teſt, amendment: and, 
while converſe with Gop and benevolence 
towards man form your great pleaſure, you 
will diſcover abundant ſources of enjoyment 
—when the gratifications of ſenſe are nei- 
ther deſired, nor attainable. 

At length, death will come; that awful 
hour, through which thouſands have paſſed 
who had adopted this plan, and millions 
alas! who had rejected it. At that hour, 
did any of thoſe thouſands—think you, my 
brethren-—repent of their adoption ; * 0 
any of thoſe millions rejoice in their rejec- 
tion of it? Did the former wiſh to recal 
any part of the time, which they had thus 
religiouſly employed, that they might be 

more 
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more conformed to this world; and purſue 
its honours, its pleaſures, or its poſſeſſions 
with greater eagerneſs? Or did the latter 
form the ſame wiſh—do you ſuppoſe—in 
order to ſquander the invaluable opportu- 
nity, as before, upon idle or criminal indulg- 
encics? If that King of Terrors- ſhould 
ſurpriſe you ſuddenly, would you not that 
he ſhould find you engaged in the fal- 
filment of duty? Would not ſuch a con- 
ſciouſneſs render your paſſage to heaven 
more eaſy and more delightful ? ' On 
the other hand, ſhould he approach you by 
gradual advances, would not the retroſpect 
of a holy and exemplary life contribute to 
tranquillize your laſt moments? Not 
that you ſhould die, depending upon theſe 
things—Gop forbjd / Senſible of your 
numerous imperfections, and THAT YOU 
HAVE NO POWER OF YOURSELVES TO 
HELP YOURSELVES,* you would feel it 
neceſſary to appear before the Almighty in 
the wedding garment of His Son's righte- 
ouſneſs; and aſcribe to the riches of His 


#* (Occ. in Coll. 2 Lent. 
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grace every pious diſpoſition, every good 
action, by which you might have been cha- 
racterized. Vet ſtill it would afford you no 
common ſatisfaction to conſider, that this 
grace bgſtotwed upon you had not been in 
vain : but that with humble gratitude you 
had glorified your Maker, and in ſome mea- 
ſure had fniſhed the work, which He had 
given you to do. 

The care alſo or neghgence, which you 
may have exhibited in time, will affect your 
reception in eternity. It cannot be a 
matter of indifference to CHRIST, whether 
you have been induſtrious or indolent in his 
ſervice. You muſt ſurely wiſh to have an 
entrance miniflered unto you abundantly into 
His everlaſling kingdom ; and what can more 
certainly conduce to it, than always 7a 
abound in His work? You will not, at 
that time, look around you with ſecret dif- 
appointment—as if you had valued too high- 
ly, or purſued too earneſtly, your glorious 
inheritance : on the contrary, you will pro- 
bably be ſorry (if in ſuch a place you can 
feel ſorrow) that, amidſt ſo many motives 

and 
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and advantages, you did not exert your. 
ſelves ſtill more actively, in oppoſition to 
every obſtacle, for its attainment, 


For, beſide the difficulties mentioned in 
a former diſcourſe, under the general heads 
of the fleſh and the world, which by re- 
ſolution and perſeverance properly directed 
may be overcome; others, in their onſet as 
fierce and in their ſtruggles more obſtinate, 
will rife up againſt you. Such are indo- 
lence, the exceſſive love of animal pleafure, 
vain company, and the tumults of worldly 


buſineſs : which often prove enſnaring to 


many, particularly to we inconſiderate and 
the young. 

Thoſe claſſes therefore, in particular, I 
muſt entreat to guard —againſt indolence. 
The love of eaſe is an inſinuating ſeducer; 
and often ſucceeds, where leſs artful affail- 
ants fail, The miſ-ſpending of a little time, 
however ſmall the offence may appear, fre- 
quently breaks in upon hours conſecrated to 
devotion, or allotted to neceſſary labours ; 
beſides generating habits of irregularity, and 
expoſing the trifler, in that ſtate of remiſſ- 
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neſs, to more dangerous temptations. Be 
ſuſpicious therefore of its firſt approaches, 
and gird up the loins of your mind. Keep 
yourſelves always well employed; and ſay 
not, with the ſluggard—yet a little fleep, a lit- 
re ſ[umber, a liltle folding of the hands to fleep. 
Conſider what duties are to be performed, 
and in what ſeaſons: form your plans pru- 
dently, and purſue them ſtrenuouſly ; and, 
ſhould any thing ariſe to interrupt them to- 
day, deſpatch them (if poſſible) to-morrow. 
Reſiſt alſo an exceſſive love of animal 
pleaſure, GoD HATH NOT CALLED US 
UNTO UNCLEANNESS, BUT UNTO Hof- 
NESS *. CuRi1sT has told us, that, if 
any man will come after Him, he mu/t 
deny himſelf, and take up his croſs daily, and 
follow Him. And, in conformity to His 
own precept, He pleaſed not Himſelf; but 
ſubmitted to want and diſtreſs, for His Fa- 
«+ ther's glory and our eternal welfare. & - 
life of intemperance only gives force to ſe- 
ductions, which might eaſily be ſubdued by 
one habituated to endure hardneſs, as a good 
ſoldier of Tesus CurisT, It alſo produces 


* 1 TA. iv. 7. occ, in Epiſt. 2 Lent, 
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an attachment to he world, and the things 
that are in the world; ill becoming thoſe 
who are ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth, 
and expect ſoon to be ſummoned to that 
better country, which they profeſs to ſeek. 

It further often entails an expence upon 
the individual, which obliges him to in- 
jure his creditors by payments ſuſpended 
or with-held, to deprive his family of their 
legitimate comforts, and ultimately to be- 
come 4 wretched dependent on the bounty 
of his friends, the alms of his neighbours, 
or the relief of his pariſh. Such a 
poverty, unlike that which can neither be 
foreſeen nor avoided, is not leſs guilty 
than deſpicable ; and, even where it ſtops 
ſhort of actual violence, generally incites 
to low artifice and mean colluſions un- 
worthy of genuine Chriſtianity, irrecon- 
cileable with moral honeſty. Watch 
then againſt theſe temptations; and repel 
them, as they ariſe, by diligence in buſineſs, 


by frugality in expenditure: thus may your 
affairs be proſperous, your health vigorous, 


and your minds happy. But, in order to 


this, you muſt be firm in your virtuous re- 
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ſolutions; and inflexibly refuſe to comply 
with the propoſals of the profligate, even 
where they refer to things in their own na- 
ture apparently indifferent. Remember and 
weigh well that excellent remark, ſcaled by 
the ruin of ſo many thouſands—He, that 
contemneth ſmall things; ſhall fall by little 
and little. 

Avoid likewiſe vain company : not only 
the openly-licentious, of whom I have al- 
ready warned you; but thoſe who; without 
avowedly oppoſing religion or practiſing im- 
morality, have no proper ſenſeof divine things 
upon their heartss With ſuch you muſt 
undoubtedly often hold intercourſe in ſocie- 
ty; and Chriſtianity not only allows, but re- 
quires, that you ſhould treat them with kind- 
neſs and reſpect. Yet ſuch ſhould not be 
your intimate friends, the choſen partners of 
your leiſure. Be you companions of all them 
that fear Gop, and of them that keep His pre- 
cepts. Theſe, in the ſight of the Almighty, 
are the excellent of the carth ; in theſe there. 
fore be all your delight. 

The friendſhip of ſuch will ſecure you 


from the ſnares of indolence, of pleaſure, 
and 
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and of bad example; as well as from 
thoſe tumults of worldly buſineſs, which 
abſorbing all your time and thoughts would 
choke the word, and render it unfruitful. 
Plunge not then into a greater vanety or 
extent of occupation, than you can ma- 
nage in conſiſtency with the divine ſer- 
vice. This indeed prudential conſidera- 
tions alone would ſuggeſt; as multitudes 
have been undone by their ambition, who 
might have advanced, under the bleſſing of 
Providence, by ſure though flow degrees, to 
honourable increaſe. But if there were no 
danger upon this head, if you were as certhin 
of attaining affluence and diſtinction, as you 
are of perplexing and fatiguing yourſelves 1n 
the purſuit, recolle& how precarious ſuch 
things are. If, in reſolving to be rich, you 
do not pierce yourſelves through with many 
ſorrows ; remember, that riches certainly make 
themſelves wings and fly away, as an eagle 
toward heaven : or, if they remain, often 
become a trap, which ſhould have been for a 
man's we/fare. Forget not that ſhort leſ- 
ſon, comprehenſive of the higheſt wiſdom — 
one thing is needful. Reflect daily, while 
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nage in confiſtency with the divine ſer- 
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tions alone would ſuggeſt; as multitudes 
have been undone by their ambition, who 
might have advanced, under the bleſſing of 
Providence, by ſure though {low degrees, to 
honourable increaſe. But if there were no 
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the gaieties of life are glittering before yout 
eyes, that death is conſtantly though ſilently 
on his march, to ſtrip the poſſeſſor of them, 
Keep eternity perpetually in your view ; and 
be fully perſuaded, that you have neither 
buſineſs nor uitereft inconſiſtent with it, 
for whatever 1s inconſiſtent with it 15 not 
your buſineſs or your intereſt. 

Laſtly—learn, by Divine Grace, to die 
to the preſent world: a world, never 1n- 
tended for your final and complete feli- 
city; a world, where ſomething indeed is 
to be enjoyed, but much more to be en- 
dured ; where important dutics are conſtant- 
ly to be diſcharged, and ſevere diſcipline al- 
moſt conſtantly to be undergone—till you 
are ſummoned to that happier ſtate, where 
every ſublunary ſcene ſhall diſappear ; and 
in their ſtead the ſtrengthened fight ſhall be 
filled with glories, of which the imagination, 
with its preſent powers, is unable to form 
the ſlighteſt conception. 


Now to Gop, &c. 
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THE CASE Or SPIRITUAL LANGUOR; 
OFTEN SUCCEEDED BY A 


RELAPSE ix TO KNOWN AND DELIBERATE SIN, 


GAL. IV. 15. 
Where is then the bleſſedneſs ye ſpake f 


F the exhortations and cautions, contain- 
ed in the nine foregoing diſcourſes, have 
fortunately been efficacious—you will pro- 
ceed in the ways of religion, my brethren, 
with increaſing pleaſure ; and your path will 
be like the ſhining light, that ſhineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. But, from the 
experience of all ages, it is to be feared—that 
on the hearts of many of you, the ſalutary 
impreſſion, however deep, will at ſome pe- 
riod or other * quickly) be effaced. 
, — Gradually 
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Gradually and almoſt unconſciouſly relaxing 
in your piety, you may at laſt neglect it al- 
together; and in this ſtate of ſpiritual lan- 
guor fall a prey to temptations, which you 
now ſurvey only with contempt. The Al- 
mighty may, in conſequence, hide His face 
from you; or ſtretch forth His hand, and 
give you affliction in the ſtead of that hap- 
pineſs, with which you are now rejoicing in 
the Lon, and joying in the Gop of your ſal- 
vation. | 

By ſpiritual languor I do not mean every 
abatement of that fervour, which 1s felt by 
youth, in the firſt moments of its conver- 
fon. Our nature, in all its ſtages peculiarly 
ſtruck by novelty, is further ſubject in early 
life to the ſtrong impulſes of juvenile paſ- 
ſion. This however is ſeldom ſufficiently 
attended to : and hence we ſometimes ob- 
ſerve the advanced Chriſtian lamenting 
imaginary rather than real decays, and cry- 
ing, without any juſt foundation, Ok /! 
that I were, as in months paſt!” l can 
ſcarcely therefore repeat too often—that re- 
ligion conſiſts in a conſtant endeavour to 
| . avoid, 


147 


avoid, whatever we are conſcientiouſly per- 


ſuaded the Deity diſapproves; to execute, 


whatever He enjoins; and to conſult His 
glory, by promoting the happineſs of His 
creatures. Theſe are its great objects; and, 
in fulfilling them, we are to conſider the 
ſimplicity and purity of our motives—for 
theſe, with all our deſires and deſigns, are 
open to the Searcher of hearts—humbling 
ourſelves at the ſame time before Him, un- 
der a deep ſenſe of our imperfections; and 
depending wholly upon the merits of Jesvs 


CnrisT, and the grace of the gage, for our 


acceptance. 

With this neceſſary perth I evans 
to remark that ſpiritual languor implies a for- 
getfulneſs of divine objects, and a remiſſneſs 
in the diſcharge of religious duties. Some 
of its ſymptoms may vary, with the varying 
circumſtances and relations of the indivi- 
dual; but others are of a more univerſal 
kind: and theſe it will be proper to exhi- 
bit more in detail. 

The firſt, probably, will be a neglect of 
the dutics of the cloſet : not perhaps an im- 
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mediate or total neglect, but a cold and 
heartleſs performance of them. Natural in- 
dolence, the converſation of friends, worldly 
buſineſs, or frivolous amuſement will gradu- 
ally intrude upon the ſeaſons allotted to de- 
yotion, till at laſt they are entirely abſorbed. 
You may conſole yourſelves by imagining, 
while you are hurrying over your abbreviated 
and ſcanty prayers, that it is but for once. 
Alas! you will indulge the growing infirmi- 
ty another and another time, and in each 
inſtance more readily than in the preceding. 
And thus will Gop be mocked, His word 
ſlighted, ſelf- examination diſuſed, and ſecret 
ſupplication treated as a trifling ceremony 
—rather than as a pious homage, fit for the 
Majeſty of Heaven. 

If you do not reſolutely oppoſe theſe de- 
clenſions in their infancy, they will ſpeedily 
affect your acts of ſocial worſhip : you will 

ſoon feel their fatal operation in your do- 
meſtic and public devotions. Even at the 
Lorp s Table, if you ſtill continue there a 
conſtrained and formal attendance, after a 


preparation neceſſarily inadequate n wall 


attend 
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attend with decreafing advantage—till, diſ- 
ſatisfied as you muſt be with the review, you 
deſert it altogether. You will then fall 
with accelerated ſpeed; and your ſtruggles, 
if you make any, againſt your fate will grow 
daily feebler and more ineffectual. Tur 
EVIL SPIRIT, expelled upon your former 
change of heart, WILL TAKE TO HIM SEVEN 
OTHER SPIRITS MORE WICKED THAN 
HIMSELF ; AND ENTER IN, AND DWELL 
WITH YOU : AND YOUR LAST STATE WILL 
BE WORSE THAN YOUR FIRST“. | 

With your love towards Gob and His 
Son, your affection towards your fellow- 
creatures, and your deſire of rendering them 


ſervice, will proportionally dechne. Lou 
will neglect religious diſcourſe, even When 
ſuitable opportunities occur, with your fami- 


ly and friends. Attachments to pleaſure or 
buſineſs will fupervene, and with them their 
peculiar temptations: in ſome- caſes, per- 


haps, to the detriment of your morals ; and, 


in all, to the injury of your innocence and 

peace. 8% bi 

| * Zuhe xi; 26. occ. in Goſp. 3 Lent. 
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Finally, you may poſſibly adopt preju- 
dices againſt thoſe very principles, by which 
alone your reſtoration can be effected; and 
conclude that your previous piety was ridi- 
culous enthuſiaſm, your paſt ſtrictneſs of 
life unneceſſary auſterity, You may be 
taught to think that, if you avoid groſs im- 
morality, and treat others upon the whole 
with humanity—reviling thoſe merely, who 
. would diſturb ſociety by what 1s termed the 
narrowneſs of their notions; for they are 
generally exempted from the. boaſted com- 
prehenſion of this Univerſal Benevolence 
you are in the way of ſalvation. LT xo 
MAN DECEIVE YOU WITH VAIN WORDS ; 
FOR, BECAUSE OF THESE THINGS, COMETH 
THE WRATH OF Gop UPON THE CHIL= 
DREN OF DISOBEDIENCE; BE NOT YE 
THEREFORE PARTAKERS WITH THEM *. 
This is indeed a dreadful ſymptom ; as it 
intercepts the application of the only reme- 
dy, which can effectually reſiſt its virulence. 


It is like the lethargy, preceding opfer 
and death. 


* Eph. v. 6, 7. occ. in Epiſt. 3 Lent | 
1 a0 


151 


I do not here defign to enlarge upon thoſe 
dangerous deluſions, when acting with their 


full and uncontrolled aſcendency: but if 


Divine Grace awaken you to read your Bi- 
ble, and give you to »nderfland tohat you 
read, conviction will flaſh upon your minds, 
and difpel the gloom thickening around you. 
My purpoſe is, to engage you to guard againſt 
them upon their firſt appearance, and to 
adviſe you to inquire_frequently of your- 
ſelves in private How affairs ſtand between 
Gop and your ſouls; whether they are as 
you could with them to be, if you were tot- 
tering upon the verge of eternity? Ah! 
my brethren, one ſerious thought of eterni- 
ty will ſhame a thouſand vain excuſes, with 
which we are always ſo much inclined to 
impoſe upon ourſelves. Under theſe ſecret 
miſgivings then da not, I beſeech you, ſeek 
to palliate the matter; or endeavour vainly 
to diſguiſe, what your conſciences muſt cer- 
tainly condemn : but honeſtly and humbly 
' own your conviction. Pour out your hearts 
before the Almighty, and ſolicit the renew- 
ed influences of His Holy Spirit. Refume 

"+ with 
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with increaſed ſtrictneſs your habits of 
private prayer, and rigorous ſelf-examina- 
tion. Read the Scripture, eſpecially its 
more ſpiritual parts, with augmented dili- 
gence. Labour to feel in the peruſal, what 
you have reaſon to believe its writers felt in 
the compoſition of it; and receive with all 
ſimplicity its inſpired inſtructions. Above 
all, ſeek and cultivate the ſociety of thoſe, 
whoſe progreſs in religion 1s atteſted by the 
ſuperior piety of their lives. Copy their 
temper, and ſentiments, and conduct. Em- 
ploy your leiſure in ſtudying practical works 
of devotion, in which you can taſte the ge- 
nuine fruits of Chriſtianity, To con- 
clude-—ſeize the firſt opportunity of at- 
' tending the Lonpy's Table, and ſpare neither 
time nor pains in preparing for it. There 
repeat your covenant with Gop ; ſurrender 
your ſouls into the hands of His Son; and 
'reſolve, more ſtrenuouſly than ever, zo live 
unto Him, who died for you. Watch more- 
over your hearts, that theſe good impreſſions 
may be permanent; and reſt not till you 
have recovered, or advanced beyond the 
— you had loſt. 
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I have only to add, that you cannot take 
theſe precautions too ſpeedily. The down- 
hill path of perdition is ſlippery ; and you 
may find yourſelves, ere you are aware, on 
the brink of that precipice, where your ruin 
mult be equally inevitable and irretrievable. 
Pray therefore to Gop, that He would im- 
mediately turn your feet unto His teflimonies, 
and cauſe you to make haſte to-keep his com- 
mandments :—that He would rouſe you from 
the fatal indifference, into which you are 
gradually ſinking ; and quicken you again, 
with more abundant degrees of fpiritual life 
and . | 


Think, oh! think, if you perſevere in 
wilful apoſtaſy, how you muſt at ſome time 
and in ſome place be agonized !—-your 
comforts deſtroyed, your evidences dark- 
ened, your hopes expiring, your enjoyments 
taſteleſs !—-the dart of affliction, if you 
fall (perhaps, by Gop's mercy, fall) into 
affliction, envenomed by a conſciouſneſs of 
guilt; and the enemy of your ſouls exult- 
"A in the near view of their deſtruction, 

and 
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and endeavouring to perfuade you that their 
recovery is impoſſible. But oh! hear 
him not: yield not, liſten not, to his inſi- 
dious ſuggeſtions. Wretched indeed, moſt 
deplorably wretched, is your condition; but 
it is not yet hopeleſs. Your wounds are cor- 
rußt, becauſe of your fooliſhneſs : but there is 
halm in Gilead, and a pliyſician. Re- 
turn, thou backſliding Iſrael, ſaith the Lok D; 
and I will not cauſe. mine anger to fall upon 
you : for I am merciful, faith the LORD, and 
I will not keep anger for ever. Cry then 
for renewed grace. Do it immediately. 
Proceed not another ſtep in that path of 
danger, which you are now treading. The 
next will be more hazardous than the laft ; 
and may involve you in perils, of which 
imagination - dares fcarcely anticipate the 
Hue. Eſcape therefore for your lives : lie 
not down this night to repoſe, with the 
ſenſe of unpardoned tranfſgreſhon—leſt the 
ſword of divine Juſtice ſmite you, ere the 
morning. | 
Do it likewiſe folemnly. Sufpending 
lighter engagements, if neceſſary, with- 
draw 
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draw into your cloſet for ſerious reflection. 
Hearken with patience to the remonſtrances 
of conſcience, however ſevere: nay, pray 
that force and efficacy may be added to her 
reproaches ; in order that you may know and 
fee what an evil and bitter thing it is, to haue 
forſaken the Lord your Goo. Confider 
the aggravations of your offence, in having 
DONE THIS GREAT WICKEDNESS, AND 
SINNED AGAINST Him.* Think how 
_, Juſtly He might caſt you for ever from His 
pireſence how righteouſly He might in- 
flict His heavieſt vengeance upon you! 
Indulge theſe humiliating meditations : the 
more they grieve you, the greater will be 
your chance of profiting by them. Then 
turn your eyes to your Saviour: /ook up- 
on Him, whom you have pierced; and mourn. 
The Gon, whoſe favours you have ſlighted, 
whoſe ſtatutes you have violated, whoſe 
promiſes you have ſpurned, whoſe threat- 
enings you have defied—1s nevertheleſs a 
merciful Gop. Even now He ſolicits you 
to be reconciled, | But remember 
Gen. xxxix. 9. occ. in I. Leſſon 3 Lent. 
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the method of reconciliation, which He has 
appointed. You muſt come to Him at pre- 
ſent, as you at firſt came, in the name and 
through the interceſſion of the Redeemer. 
Upon that all- powerful ſupport you muſt 
reſt your hopes of pardon and acceptance: 

through Him you muſt renew your ap- 
plication for Divine Grace : by His blood 
alone can your ſouls be purified afreſh, and 
your recently-contracted guilt a ſecond time 
removed. He will delight to raiſe you up, 
when proſtrate at His feet ; to enable you to 
ſanction again that broken covenant, which 
His Father might have avenged by terrible 
things in righteouſneſs; and to inſpire you 
with a fuller conviction of your natural 
weakneſs, and a more entire dependence 
upon the Holy Spirit for your future ſe- 
curity. 

Further, if your fall has given ſcandal 
to others, confeſs your guilt before them 
with all frankneſs and humility, and entreat 
their forgiveneſs. Thus alone will your 
feet be guided into the way of peace not 


by palliatives, or excuſes, or recriminations : 
| theſe 
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theſe can proceed only from the very mad- 
neſs of pride and ſelf- love. Reſent not 
therefore the rigour of faithful admonition, 
though it may be exceſſive: to be cen- 
ſured and condemned by men will appear 
but a very ſinall thing to one, thoroughly 
humbled under a ſenſe of having offended 
his Maker. Neither ſhrink from. its ſeve- 
rity : recolle& that your principal concern 
is with Him, to whoſe piercing eye every 
object 1s moſt Entirely expoled ; yea, the 
darkneſs hideth not from Him, but the night 
-ſhineth as the day. Proſtrate yourſelves 
then at His footſtool; and ſeek anxiouſly, 
through the merits of the great Mediator, a 
renewal of His favour. Bear likewiſe in 
memory your apoſtaſy, even after it is for- 
given, for the ſake of future caution : weep 
over it, in your hours of retirement ; and 
view with humiliation, as well as gratitude, 
the ſcar—when the wound is healed. For 
Gop eſtabliſhes His covenant, not to obli- 
terate the ſenſe of paſt abomination, but 
that thou mayeſt remember, and be confounded, 
and never open thy mouth any more becauſe of 
thy 
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thy ſhame; even when I am pacified toward 
thee for all that thou haft done, faith the 
Logp Gop. 

Reflecting upon His ſpotleſs purity, and 
ſtrict impartiality that omniſcience, which 
Enoweth your fooliſhneſs, and from which your 
fins are not hid; that omnipotence, which 
can carry every counſel into immediate and 
tull execution—you muſt be conſcious, that 
.to Him only could you have applied, in 

your day of trouble and diſtreſs ; that upon 
Him depended your life, or your death ; 
and that He alone could have- reſtored to 
your ſouls the comforts which they had loſt, 
and which they had deſerved for ever to 
loſe. Aggravated as your offence was 
— by a conſideration of the deſpiſed autho- 
rity of Go, of the rejected interceſſion of 
CunRlsr, and of the ſlighted influences of 
the Holy Spirit; by a view of the diſho- 
nour brought upon religion, and of the ene- 
mies and the calumnies excited againſt it 
 —you muſt feel that the patience and long- 
ſuffering of the Deity were marvellous, and 
ſtill more marycllous His reconciliation :— 


ſtill 
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{till more marvellous, when your fins had 
reached unto heaven, and were lifted up even 
to the ſkies, that He ſhould have extended to 
them His pardon ; and, after you had lain 
mourning at His feet, ſhould have given unto 
you beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, and the garmeut of praiſe for the ſpirit of 


heavineſs. 8 


Theſe are bleſſings not to be forgotten, 
or but lightly and occaſionally remembered. 
They ought to excite thankfulneſs towards 
God; vigorous efforts for the welfare, tem- 
poral and ſpiritual, of your fellow- creatures; 
and increaſed attention and vigilance, on 
your oven parts, that you fall not again into 
the ſame or a worſe condemnation. 


Now to God, &c. * 
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SERMON XI. 


DISTRESS FROM THE HIDING OF GOD'S FACE, 
oR FROM HEAVY AFFLICTIONS; 
AND CayrrisTiIan IMPROVEMENT x$STIMATED. 


ISAI. LXIV. 7. 


Thou haft hid thy face from us, and haft con- 
ſumed us, becauſe of our iniquities. 


OU recollect, I truſt, my brethren, not 
only the outline, which J laid before 
you ſome time ago, of a truly-Chriſtian 


day; but the motives and arguments, by 


which it was enforced—its reaſonableneſs ; 
its tendency to promote your preſent com- 
fort, and uſefulneſs; and its power to inſpire 


you with fortitude in adverſity, to give h 


peace in death, and through CaR1sT to ſecure 
M your 
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your eternal felicity. At the ſame time, 
addreſſing myſelf in particular to the incon- 
ſiderate and the young, I warned you of the 
numerous temptations incident to this ſtage 
of Chriſtianity from indolence, from an 
exceſſive love of animal pleaſure, from vain 
company, and from the tumults of worldly 
buſineſs; ; and ſtated the fatal conſequences, 
reſpeRively arifing from theſe ſeveral induce- 
ments to error. 

In a ſubſequerit diſcourſe, I conſidered 
and deplored the ſad caſe of religious lan- 
guor ; as gradually diſcovered by a failure 
in the duties of the cloſet, by a neglect of 
ſocial worlhip, by want of regard for our 
fellow-Chriſtians, by an. undue attachment 
to ſenſual or ſecular purſuits, and by preju- 
dices againſt ſome important principles of 
religion: to which I ſubjoined directions 
for recovery, and urged their immediate 
adoption. | I then proceeded to repreſent 
the ſtiſl more dreadful cireumſtance of a re- 
lapſe into known and deliberate fin; and 
intreated the wretched offender to attempt 
an inſtant return by deep humiliation be- 
wie his Maker, "WY Wr regard to the 

| divine 
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divine mercy in CuRIST, by an open pro- 
ſeſſion of repentance, where his crime had 
given public offence, and by a frequent re- 
view of his fall for the ſake of future cau- 
tion. It is my preſent purpoſe to con- 
ſider the melancholy ſituation of the Chriſ- 
tian, afflicted ſpiritually under the hiding f 
Gop's face, and temporally by the preſſur rt 
of heavy calamities ; ſuggeſting in the con» 1 
cluſion ſame teſts, by which he may ex- 1 
amine and eſtimate his religious proficiency. 
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The inſpired ſource, from which this 
phraſe ( the hiding of God's face”) is de- 
rived, will, I doubt not, ſecure for it your J 

reſpect. Its meaning may be inferred from 9 

the oppoſite phraſe, of Gop's lifting ub tie 1 

light of His countenance upon any one, of 1 

which David thus expreſſes the effect: Thou 1 
haſt put gladneſs in my heart, more than- in 
the time that their corn and their wine iu- 

creaſed. If T laughed ({aid Job, of his attend- 
- ants) they believed it not, and the light of my 
countenance they caſt not down. 1 2 Time 
hidden face, of courſe, implies diſpleaſure z 
your iniquities (cried the prophet) have ſepa- 
M 2 rated 
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rated between you and your GoD, and your 
fins have hid His face from you, that He will 
not hear. | 
_— Neither is this diſpleaſure, in the inſtance 
{ of the Deity, confined merely to the periſh- 
able things of temporal life: the whole 
tenor of Scripture evinces the contrary. 
It includes a deprivation of the ſenſe of 
God's love, and of the tokens of His fa- 
vour. And to this, my friends, whatever 
be the preſent ſunſhine and illumination of 
your ſouls, you are but too much expoſed. 
You may but too quickly loſe that lively 
perception of the divine glory, with which 
you are now enraptured. Vou may but too 
ſoon view the wiſdom and power and mercy 
and holineſs of your Maker, with little of 
complacency or of ſatisfaction. You may 
but too ſhortly be reduced to doubt, whe- - 
1 ther you do indeed belong to Him or not; 
and even venture to apprehend that your 
former high hopes were unſubſtantial and 
deluſive. Then will the ordinances, in 
which you now rejoice, become indifferent 
or uncomfortable to you. The truths of 
the goſpel may be unfolded, and the privi- 
leges 
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leges-of Chriſtianity explained; but you will. 
have ceaſed to feel, that you have any lot or 
hart in theſe matters recollecting perhaps 
your previous taſte for ſuch inquiries, only 
to regret that it is loſt; and to infer that 
they, who were never poſſeſſed of it, are leſs. 
miſerable than yourſelves. 
Such, notwithſtanding your continued at- 
tendance upon private and public worſhip, 
ſuch may long be your condition; and for a 
conſiderable period you may complain, with 
the Plalmiſt—My Gop, I cry in the day- 
time, but thou heareft not; and in the night- 
ſeaſon, and am not filent : or with Job—Be- 
hold, I go forward, but He is not there; and. 
backward, but I cannot percerve Him : on the 
left-hand, where He doth work, but I cannot 
behold Him ; He hideth Himſelf on the right- 
hand, that I cannot ſee Him. So that what 
ſeemed like religion in your hearts may be 
melted (as it were) into grief, or chilled 
into fear, or depreſſed into indifference. 
Under theſe melancholy circumſtances, 
let me adviſe you carefully to ſearch—whe- 
ther your preſent diſtreſs be indeed of ſpi- 
ritual origin, or rather ariſe from ſome diſ- 
5 M 3 order 
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order or external affliction, affecting your 
Nate of mind. By the inferior part of our 
nature the nobler, during their preſent inti- 
macy of connection, 1s ſo greatly influenced, 
as to render the latter cauſe by no means im- 
probable. Worldly difficulties likewiſe, by 
clouding and diſtracting the attention, ſre- 
quently indiſpoſe us to religious enjoyments. 
If however, without Joſs of health or 
embarraſſment of | fortune, with your ani- 
mal ſpirits high and your thirſt for gaiety 
undiminiſhed, you feel your reliſh for devo- 
tion languiſhing, and a Tethargic inſenſibi- 
lity or paralytic weakneſs (with reſpect to 
pious exerciſes) invading the ſoul, you muſt 
ſeek more deeply for the ſource. This you 
will, in general, diſcover to be ſin; ſome ſe- 
cret ſin, which, though unnoticed by man, 
has not eſcaped the obſervation of the Su- 
preme. In that caſe, you muſt not look 
upon His righteous diſpleaſure, merely as 
your calamity ; but fteadily keep yorr/ehves 
from the accurſed thing. Such is His gra- 
cious deſign, and with that deſign it ſhould 
be your greateſt concern to co-operate. 
Enter therefore immediately upon a ſtrict 
| | examination 


examination of your conſciences. Liſten. 
to their gentleſt Whiſpers. Trace every 
riſing doubt, every fleeting ſuſpicion; and 
purſue them into the inmoſt receſſes of your 
breaſt. Profit alike by, the, counſels of 
friends, and by the reproaches of foes. Re- 
collect, whatever may give you remorſe 
upon your death-bed. Note it down; and. 
proceed, till yay can pronounce . Theſe 
are my remaining ſins, and follies, and cor. 
ruptions. Then xeturn lo the Almighty, 
aud thou ſhalt be built uþ.: them fbatt put 
away iniquity far from thy tabernaclas. Then 
| ſhalt thou have thy delight in the LORD, and 
ſhalt lift up thy face uno GOD. Thou fhalt 
make thy prayer unto' Him, and He fhall hear 
thee; and thou fhalt pay thy vows, and He 
light ſhall ſhine upon thy ways. 
In the mean time - ſubmit humbly. to 
His diſcipline, acknowledge His juſtice, truſt 
in His mercy. Confeſs that ſo many are 
the evils of your beſt days, ſo many the im- 
perfections of your worthieſt ſervices, as to 
juſtify His ſevereſt frowns : and with holy 
ſerenity of ſoul wait upon Him, in ſteadfaſt 
yo that He will return and have compaſſion 
M 4 on 
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an yon. not utterly forgetting to be gracious, 
nor cafting you off for ever. 

While the darkneſs however continues, 
proceed diligently in the way of duty. 
Read, and pray, and meditate. Follow the 
footſteps of the flock, and you may perhaps 
meet the Shepherd of your fouls. Not in 
the frivolous and tranſitory pleaſures of the 
world, but in the holy exerciſes of devotion 
and ſelf- command, ſeek your conſolation ; 
and to your ſurpriſe and joy you may find 
your Saviour near you, when you imagined 
yourſelves caſt out from His preſence. 

At all events, renew your application to 
Him with increaſed fervour ; for He is your. 
peace. In Him, the Beloved, to the praiſe of 
the glory of His grace, ye are accepted. Be- 
fore Him then pour out your complaint, and 
fſhew before Him your trouble. Solicit pity 
and relief from Him, who Himſelf ſuffered, 
being tempted. Reviewing the records of 
His life and death, hearing His words and 
beholding His actions, you will ſurely in the 
end find a ſacred tranquillity diffuſed over 
your ſouls; and the Comtorter will at 
* make you glad, according to the days 

wherein 
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wherein ye have been aſſlicted, and to the 
years wherein ye have ſeen evil. 


I proceed to conſider the caſe of tempo- 
ral ſuffering; to which the Chriſtian, in 
common with others, 1s expoſed. 

Calamity 1s incident to the whole human 
race, Man is born unto trouble, as the ſparks 

fly upward. Gird on your armour therefore, 
as men and as Chriſtians, and prepare your- 
ſelves to encounter its onſet. For this pur- 
poſe, when you ſee others under affliction, in- 
quire of yourſelves—How you could ſupport 
the fame burdens. Above all, obſerving 
how liable mortal life is to ſorrow, learn to 
moderate your expectations of earthly hap- 
pineſs; and elevate your views to that bet- 
ter world, where they are ſecure from diſap- 
pointment. Aſcribe your proſperity, while 
you are proſperous, to the ſpecial providence 
of Gop; through whom alone you remain 
unwounded, white the arrows of diſtreſs are 
flying around you, and ſo many fall by 
them or: the right-hand and on the left. * 

And when at laſt your day of misfortune 

arrives, and you cat in your turn the bread of 
' adverſity, 
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edverſity, conſider it as given by the ſame 
Lon, and loſe not the ſight of Him in any 
ſecondary and more immediate cauſe; but 
humble yourſelues under His mighty hand, that 
He may exalt you in due time. Reflect, how 
WOR'THILY FOR YOUR EVIL DEEDS YOU 
DESERVE TO BE PUNISHED: *—how often 
every mercy has been forfeited, and every 
judgment deſerved :—how long He has hi- 
therto borne with you :—how bountifully, 
by the continuance of many comforts, of 
which you might have been bereaved, He 
ſtill bleſſes you. He could have added po- 
verty to pain, or pain to poverty; or the 
alienation of friends to both ; or the death 
of ſurviving connections to that of thoſe, 
who are departed. Beware leſt you pro- 
voke Him, by your unthankfulneſs, to ſuch 
an extended exerciſe of His power. 

Weigh moreover the wholeſome tendency 
of diſcipline : and remember that, whom the 
Lorp loveth, He chaſteneth ; and ſcourgeth 
every ſon, whom He receiveth, This con- 
ſideration indeed ſhould induce you not 
only to fubmit to calamities, but to rejoice 


* Occ. in Coll. 4 Lent. 
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in them; not only to juſtify, but to gloriiy 
Him for their infliction. Reflect fur- 
ther lt is thus, that Gop would render 


me conformable to His own Son, Who was 


made perfect through ſufferings : it is. thus, 


that He would train me up for complete 


glory. He knows beſt the * uſes of adver- 


ſity,” and its peculiar adaption to my pre- 


ſent circumſtances. This 7ribu/ation (if it 
be not my own fault) wi work patience, 


and patience experience, and experience hope z- 


even a /ope, which ſhall not make aſhamed. 
To improve affliction however to the pur- 
poſes for which it was ſent, you mult ſtudi- 
oully inveſtigate thoſe purpoſes. You muſt 
labour to hear the rod, and who hath appoint- 
ed it. You muſt examine your actions, your 
words, your thoughts; and pray that the 
Deity would ſo direct your inquiries, as to 
cauſe you to 7urn unto Him, that ſmteih 
you. And, when you have diſcovered the 
meaning of the diſpenſation, you mult ſet 
yourſelves to an immediate correction of the 
cauſe; and cultivate a ſtill greater ſubmiſſion 
to the divine allotments, a ſtill calmer 1n- 
difference to the preſent world, a ſtill cloſer 
attachment 
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attachment to religious duties, and a ſtill 
more ſteadfaſt looking for of the glory, which 
Rall be revealed. Then may you have 
ſpeedy and adequate reaſon to ſay, Ir is good 
for me, that I have been afflicted; and to 
number your ſharpeſt trials amongſt the 


happieſt and moſt ſalutary moments of your 
life. 


Having taſted that the Lond is gracious, 
you may next with to aſcertain your religi- 
ous proficiency. This is not to be eſ- 

timated (either wholly, or chiefly) by an in- 
creaſe of knowledge, or of zeal, or of any 
other paſſionate impreſſion of mind: but by 
the habitual determination of your will to 
Gop, and by your confirmed purpoſe to 
obey His commands. Knowledge in- 
deed and zeal in religion are undoubtedly 
| deſirable; the former generally making it 
| rational, and the latter uſually proving it to 
be ſincere. But with ſpeculative know- 
ledge, and rapturous zeal, true piety 1s by 
no means neceſſarily connected. Reaſon, 
employed upon the evidences and declara- 
tions of Chriſtianity, may have filled the 
| head 


173 


head with a well - digeſted ſyſtem of ortho- 
dox divinity, when not a ſingle doctrine of 
it has ever reached the heart: and an elo- 
quent deſcription of the ſufferings of CHRIST, 
of the ſolemnity of judgment, of the joys of 
heaven, of the miſeries of hell, may excite 
a tranſient emotion - even in the breaſt of an 
infidel. But you, my brethren, ſhould have 
juſter notions of ſpiritual advancement. 
Inquire then, of your conſciences 
Whether divine love has, upon the whole, 
gained ground in you. Are you more and 
more ſenſible of the preſence of Gop ; and 
do you delight, even under depreſſion of 
ſpirit, in the idea that He is near you, and 
will never leave you nor forſake you? Do 
you find a growing regard for His holy 
law, that tranſcript of His moral perfec- 
tions; inwardly convinced that all his pre- 
cepts, concerning all things, are right? Do 
you diſcern not only the neceſſity, but the 
reaſonableneſs and the pleaſure, of obedience; 
and ſeek to ſerve Him, not more from a fear 
of His power, than from a veneration of 
His benevolence? Is your affection 
towards your fellow-creatures more ardent ; 


your 
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your perception of the endearing . bonds, 
which unite all men in one common bro- 
therhood, more lively; your anxiety to al- 
leviate miſery, wherever you can find it, 
more active; and the malignity of your na- 
ture daily more enfecbled? How do 
you ſuſtain injuries? Can you ſtand their 
ſhock calmly; and, not being overcome of 
evil, ſeck to overcome evil with good? Do 
you improve in humility; obſerving more mi- 
nutely, and mourning more ſincerely, your 
numerous errors? And, feeling with deeper 
apprehenſion the infinite Majeſty of God, 
do you perceive yourſelves (as it were) an- 
nihilated in His preſence, and ſhrunk into 
teſs than nothing, and vanity? Do you 
renew more frequently your fervent applica- 
tion to Cn RIST; conſcious that, however 
leſſened be the diſorders of your lives, cor- 
ruption ſtill lingers about your hearts? Do 
you ſolicit more earneſtly the influences of 
the Holy Spirit; depending in all your ef- 
forts, from a ſenſe of your natural weakneſs, 
upon the communications of His grace to 
help your infirmities ? Do you, at the 
concluſion of 7 moſt religious day, feel 


yourſelves 
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yourſelves humiliated before the Supreme 
Being, by a conviction of your many defi- 
ciencies; and can you eome'to the blood'of 
ſprinkling, to free you from the guilt neceſ- 
farily united with your beſtfervices? : Ds 

you receive the bounties of Providence with 

gratitude, as flowing from Gop ; with a 
mixture of ſhame and confuſion, as flowing 

upon the uhworthy? Can you in patience 
poffejs your fouls + preſerve a ſteady ſerenity, 
even when He is taking away your dear- 
eſt bleffings, or inflicting His heavieſt cala- 

mities; and look upon them as chaſtiſe - 

ments, intended in kindneſs, to lead you 

nearer to Himſelf? Are you anxious for 

the intereſts of Chriſtianity, and the: ſpiri- 
tual welfare of your fellow-ereatures; and 
do you ſtudy to promote them, by every ex- 

ertion in your power? Pinally, are 

you more fully and practically convinced of 

the vanity of he world, and the things that 

are in the uurld? If the Almighty ſhould 

ſummon you away ſuddenly, in the midſt of 

your hopes and purſuits and enjoyments, 
could you leave them readily, and without 
regret ?. 
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regret? On the other hand, ſhould He con- 
tinue you for a long ſeries of years, in the 
midſt of cares and ſorrows and adverſity, 
could you endure them with perfect ſubmiſ- 
ſion; and ſay—Behold, here am I; let Him 
do to me, as ſeemeth good to Him ? | 

' Theſe queſtions involve ſome of the ſureſt 
and moſt ſubſtantial evidences of religious 
proficiency. Search then, my brethren, 
anxiouſly ſearch for them ; and ſtudy. daily | 
to obtain them more and more—till at Jength 
you come unto the perſect man, unto the mea- 
ſure of the flature of the fulneſs of CuRIsT ; 
and after having enjoyed the pleaſures of 
thoſe, who flouriſh eminently in the divine - 
courts below, be eſtabliſhed by Him in the 


paradiſe of Gov. 


Now to Gop, &c. 


SERMON KII. 


„ 


Tas CHRISTIAN, EXULTING IN DIVINE BLtssING*, 


1s URGED To SOCIAL xtxtrTION, 


* 


PSALM XXIX. 2. 


Grve unto the LorD the glory ue unto His 
name; worſhip the Lord in the beauty of 
holineſs. 


CONCLUDED my laſt diſcourle, my 
brethren, upon this ſubject, with ſup- 
poſing you in a greater or leſs degree con- 
ſcious of ſpiritual proficiency : ſuffer me, in 
the preſent, to recommend to you thoſe ex- 
erciſes of love and joy towards Gop, which 
| ſo greatly become, and will in the end ſo 
highly exalt, the advancing Chriſtian. Con- 
ſider them, I beſeech you, not leſs as your 
N privilege 
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privilege, than as your duty. Love is the 
ſublimeſt principle of obedience ; and with 
love, ſo wiſely directed and ſo certainly re- 
turned, joy is naturally connected. Rejoice 
therefore in the Lo xb, ye righteous, and give 
thanks at the remembrance of His holineſs. 
Spend not your ſacred moments merely in 
prayer, though that muſt have its daily por- 
tion : but allot a conſiderable part of them 
to the celeſtial employment of praiſe—an 
employment, to which the ſpirits of the 
bleſſed ſhall devote their happy eternity. 
For have you not abundant cauſe to ſay, 
with the Pfalmiſt—How precious are thy 
thoughts unto me, O GOD How great is the 
fum of them ! If I ſhould count them, they are 
more in number than the ſand. The favours, 
which you haye received from Him, began 
with your exiſtence ; His eye ſaw your ſubs 
lance, yet being unperfect : He beheld. you 
with a parent's care, when you were made 
in ſecret ; and not only faſhioned your mem 
bers, when as yet there was none of them, but 
has kept them ever ſince, ſo that not one of. 


them is broken. Look back upon the path, 


which you have trodden from your infancy to b 
| | 28 7 
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the preſent hour; and ſay, whether you do 
not ſee it (as it were) thickly ſtrown with 
memorials of His goodneſs. Recollect, how 
often there has been but a ſtep between you 
and death: call to mind thoſe chambers of 
ſickneſs, whence perhaps you once thought 
that you ſhould come forth no more; appre- 
hending with Hezetiah that, in the cutting 
off of yonr days, you ſhould go to the gates of 
the grave, and be deprived of the refidne of 
your years. Be grateful, where you may, 
that the keepers of the houſe do not yet trem- 
ble, nor the flrong men bow themſelves :—that 
thoſe who look ont of the windows are not yet 
darkened, nor the daughters of mufic brought 
low :—that the fikver cord is not yet logſed, nov 
the golden bowl broken, nor the pitcher broken 
at the fountain, nor the wheel broken at the cif-. . 
tern :—that the hand of Providence till . 

braces your nerves, {till ſupplies your ſpirits, 
and {till provides for your enjoyment. Ex- 
preſs likewiſe your thanks to Him, for be- 
ftowing upon you hearts diſpoſed to pity the 
wants of the neceſſitous, and minds anxious 
to deviſe, as well as hands prompt to ex- 
ecute, plans for their relief: for this alſo 
5 N 2 cometh 
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cometh forth from Him—the Author of every 
benevolent inclination, of every judicious 
project, of every ſucceſsful endeayour to pro- 
mote the happineſs of His creatures. Sur- 
vey your circumſtances in relative life ; the 
friends and connections, by whom you are 
ſurrounded. Think, when they have been 
attacked by diſeaſe, how He hath in many 
inſtances reſtored them to you from the very 
brink of the tomb, and thus added new en- 
dearments to your intercourſe of tenderneſs 
and affection. And forget not how power- 
fully, in other inſtances of a more melan- 
choly iſſue, He ſupported thoſe, whom in 
myſterious mercy He took unto Himſelf, 
under their laſt ſufferings :—how graciouſly 
He enabled them to leave behind a character 
of virtue and piety, which hath embalmed 


their memories :—how compaſſionately He 


has ſuſtained you,, when almoſt ſinking un- 
der the ſorrow of recent ſeparation; and 
cauſed you to find in the remembrance of a 
death, ſo uſeful to others and ſo glorious to 
themſelves, matter of religious acquieſcence, 
if not of. exultation. 

Such is the haſty ſketch of His temporal | 


— 1 mercies: 
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mercies: and they demand your moſt fer- 
vent thankſgiving. What then muſt be your 
gratitude, upon a review of his ſpiritual 
kindneſſes! Turn your eyes, I entreat 
you, unto the rock whence ye were hewn, and 
to the hole of the pit whence ye were digged. 
Conſider the ſtate, wherein Divine Grace 
firſt found you !—under what guilt un- 
der what inſenſibility !—in what danger 
in what ruin! Think what was, and oh! 
with ſtill deeper reflection think what would 
have been your fituation! Amuſed with 
the trifles of time and ſenſe, you ſaw not 
the eternity, upon the borders of which you 
were ſtanding. The Almighty ſaw; and 
ſent you the Saviour, to ſnatch you from a 
perdition otherwiſe inevitable : and, having 
obtained help of Him, you continue unto this 
day. He perhaps hath not only bleed 
Jou, but made you a bleſſing. Whatever good 
you may have effected, whatever evil you 
may have turned aſide ; whomſoever you 
may have reclaimed from vice and miſery, 
to virtue and peace—all, all are of His doing. 
Confine not, however, your obſervation 
to thy bounties, with which you are already 
000 N 3 encom- 
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encompaſſed; but advance your proſpe& 
{till turther, by the eye of faith, to the 
ſcenes of approaching futurity. Anticipate 
the now-unknown tranſports, with which, 


after you ſhall have depoſited every burden 


in the grave, your immortal ſpirits will 
aſcend holy and happy into the prefence of 
their Gop—the ſource of all righteouſneſs, 
and of all felicity. Think of the ecſtaſies, 
with which you will witneſs your LorD's 
ſecond coming in power and great glory. Re- 
flect, that your joys are the joys alſo of mul - 
titudes, whoſe cheeks glow and whoſe eyes 
ſparkle with humble expectation of that 
awful event: many of them, probably, con- 
nected with you by the bonds of blood, or 
love, or friendſhip; and enraptured by the 


hope of your falvation. They, and you 


among them, ſhall ſhine with undecaying 
brightneſs, when the ſun and the ſtars ſhall 
be extinguiſhed. The Father of lights ſhall 
eternally pour forth His beams upon you, 
with a luſtre ever-laſting in duration, and 
ever-growing in intenſity. 


4 "Rs muſt be the frequent exerciſes of 
your 
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your ſouls before the Lon : and they will 
ſuggeſt a thoufand delightful ideas, and un- 
ſeal a thoufand ſprings of pleaſure for your 
enjoyment. Such, however, will not 
be their only effect. Love fo zealous will 
not exhauſt itſelf in mere fpeculation ; but, 
PURGING YOUR CONSCIENCE FROM DEAD 
WORKS TO SERVE THE LIVING Gov *, 
will produce unfeigned regard for your fel- 
low-creatures, and unremitting efforts for 
their welfare. Has the Supreme (you 
will ſay) looked down upon me fo graciouf- 
ly : has He not only forgiven me innume- 
rable offences, but alſo heaped upon me in- 
finite favours—and ſhall I be languid, or ne- 
gligent, in my exertions of gratitude? But 
what ſhall I render unto Him, for all His be- 
nefits Inſtruct me, O ye oracles of eternal 
truth; inſtruct me, above all, O thou Spirit 
of Wiſdom, how I may beſt approve my fide- 
lity to Him, who has deſerved it fo well!“ | 
The old commandment, given from the be- 
ginning, and continuing with unimpaired 
obligation throughout all ages, 1s—7/ar 
who loveth Gop, love his brother al nor | 
„ Hb. ix. 14. occ. in Epiſt. 5 Lent. 
in 
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in word, neither in tongue; but in deed, and 
in truth. You muſt therefore regard your 
neighbours, as yourſelyes ; entertain an af- 
fection for the whole of animated nature; 
and, as far as your influence extends, labour 
to advance the univerſal welfare. 

With this view, you muſt examine the 
peculiar circumſtances of your ſtation and 
character; in order to diſcover what oppor- 
tunities of uſefulneſs they furniſh, and how 
thoſe opportunities may moſt ſucceſsfully be 
cultivated :—not for the purpoſe of glorying 
in your talents, as if you had not received 
them; but that, as good and faithful ſervants, 
you may give a ſatisfactory account of their 
application to Him, by whom they were 
committed to your care. 

Has He beſtowed upon you genius, or 
learning? [t was not merely that you 
ſhould gratify yourſelves, or attract and daz- 
zle the eyes of others, by the brilliant toys of 
literary amuſement. Not for ſuch frivolous 
indulgencies were thoſe noble qualitics in- 
tended : but as inſtruments—to i improve and 
embelliſh human life, to ſupport the cauſe 
of religion, to enforce the regulations of mo- 

rality, 
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rality, to turn mankind from the purſuits of 
wickedneſs, and to guide their feet into the 
way of peace. | 
Do you poſſeſs power, public or private? 
It was conferred upon you by the Deity, 
that He might have His due honour ; and 
that His creatures, placed under your govern- 
ment, whether domeſtic or national, might 
be happy. Reverence therefore the views 
of the ſupreme Legiſlator and Guardian of 
ſociety; and let not your authority, whe- 
ther diſtinguiſhed by the ſceptre of grace or 
by the ſword of juſtice, be borne in vain. 
Are you intruſted, by your fellow-citi- 
zens, with a ſhare in the awful charge of 
enacting laws? Propoſe none, conſent to 
none, which you do not conſcientiouſly ap- 
prehend to be conformable to the will of 
Gop; and in the eſtabliſhment of which, 
you do not firmly believe, that you ſhall be 
His min iſters for good. Do you exerciſe the 
function, equally awful, of executing laws? 
Give them life and ſpirit, by unremitting 
energy in the diſcharge of the duties of your 
magiſtracy; and ſuffer not your eyes to 
wink, or to ſlumber, upon the tribunal of 
| your 
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Jour country. Be ſober, be vigilant, be acs 
tive. Defend the innocent. Judge the poor 
of the people, ſave the children of the needy, 
and break in pieces the opproſſor. Is your 
ſaperintendence limited to your own fa- 
mily? Rule it for Gop. Adminiſter its 
concerns upon the liberal principles, above 
recommended to the powertul and the great, 
Amongſt your children and your ſervants, 
the humble ſubjects of your contracted em- 
pire, eſtabliſh good order, and maintain re- 
gular diſcipline. Inſtruct them in the te- 
nets of that religion, which teaches the ne- 
ceſſity and reaſonableneſs of ſocial ſubordi- 
nation; and accuſtom them to act in con- 
formity to its directions. You cannot in- 
deed by theſe means change their hearts, 
but you may ſtrongly influence their con- 
duct; and eventually render them uſeful 
members of the community, to which they 
belong. 

Again — has Gop raiſed you to a degree 
of eſteem amongſt your neighbours, more 
than proportional to your ſtation and pro- 


perty ? Are your opinions fought ? Is your 
friendſhip ſolicited 2 Conſider this po- 
pularity, 
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pularity, not only as an additional incentive 
to your efforts, but alſo as multiplying your 
opportunities and increaſing your ability, to 
do good. If your character then has any 
peculiar weight, throw it into the ſcale of 
virtue. Countenance the upright, and the 
pious. Stretch forth your hand to modeſt 
worth, ſinking under depreſſion or neglect. 
Be advocates of truth, examples of candour, 
and counſellors of peace. And allow not 
yourſelves to be interrupted, in your gene- 
rous career, by the petty attacks of envy or 
of calumny : but ſtill ſtudy the general weal, 
and {till perſevere in your efforts to promote 
it leaving to Providence the vindication of 
your name from the baſe charges of male- 
volence and jealouſy ; which uſually indeed 
involve their own detection, and recoil with 


aggravated infamy upon. the heads of their 
authors. 


Once more—has Gop bleſſed you with 
wealth ? Remember that riches often prove 


an incumbrance in the way of ſalvation, and 
render difficult the attainment of he king- 


dom of heaven, Let it therefore be your 
55 1 daily 
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daily and earneſt prayer, that you may be 
enabled to uſe them worthily. For this 
purpoſe, look around you, and explore the 
diſtrefles to which the honeſt and the in- 
duſtrious are frequently expoſed. Think of 
the comforts, which you. abundance might 
fupply to their want. Have not only a 
tongue prompt to diſplay, but a purſe alſo 
ready to relieve, their neceſſities; and deſpiſe 
the ſordid excuſes of thoſe, who vainly en- 
deavour to ſcreen their avarice under the 
flimſy pretext of affected regard for their fa- 
milics, or of bounty ſecretly exhauſted upon 
worthier objects. Obſerve the children of 
poverty, wandering naked and ignorant about 
the ſtreets, the prey of every vice and the 
victims of every miſery. Watch over their 
bodily ſickneſſes. Provide for their ſpiritual 
fuſtenance. If you have not much, give 
1 little: and forget not that a mite, contri- 
buted in the full liberality of the heart, is 
i recorded in the goſpel, as one of the moſt 
| ſplendid exemplifications of human charity. 
Gop does not however enjoin you to 


beſtow all your goods, to feed the poor; or 
| | ta 
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to renounce the innocent comforts and gra- 
tifications, appropriate to your rank and 
fortune, The continuance of ſociety, as 


at preſent eſtabliſhed, requires that ſome 
ſhould enjoy the elegancics of life; by fur- 
niſhing which many are ſupported, with 
greater advantage to themſelves and with 
more ſecurity to the public, than by an equi- 
valent allowance under the denomination of 
alms. Neither can it be acceptable to 
the Giver of all good, that His gifts ſhould 
be ſpurned as if they were ſnares and curſes, 
rather than benefits. This principle indeed, 
carried to its extreme rigour, would im- 
ply a conſpiracy againſt the whole ſyſtem 
and feelings of nature. Uſe then His 
bounties, but uſe them with prudence and 
moderation: leſt that become a trap, which 
ſhould have been for your welfare, Compare 
your income with your expenditure. That 
may be laviſh in you, which in another of 
ſuperior wealth is not only venial, but com- 
mendable. And do not acquit yourſelves of 
extravagance, merely becauſe you are not 
overwhelmed with embarraſſments. If by 

ſelf- 
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felf-1indulgence you are obliged to contract 
your charity within narrower limits, than 
your conſcience would aſſign, Gop will 
frown upon your prodigality ; and you ought 
immediately, as you will anſwer it at His 
dread tribunal, to make ſuitable retrench- 
ments. Every neglected opportunity 'draws 
after it an irreparable loſs, which will in- 
fluence your eternal deſtination ; ſtill fur- 
ther incapacitates the mind for the framing 
of generous projects; {till more diſables the 
hand for actually doing good, by a ready and 
liberal diſtribution. ' 
Do not complain, my brethren, of the 
rigour of theſe directions. I am only en- 
deavouring to divert the ſums, often run- 
ing to waſte upon light or vicious pleaſures, 
into a purer channel. Even that frugality, 
on which alone ſuch ſyſtematic munificence 
can ſecurely reſt, far from depreſſing your 
character amongſt the wiſe and the good, 
will highly exalt it. This however, ſingly re- 
garded, is an inadequate, is an unworthy mo- 
tive. You will have nobler objects. I ad- 
dreſs you, as children of Gop and members of 
BEL OK CHRIST, 
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CunisrT, and therefore united in a common 
brotherhood with the pooreſt of believers; 
I addreſs you, as heirs together of the grace of 
life, and therefore bound to cultivate ſenti- 
ments dignified and ſublime, in ſome pro- 
portion at leaſt to your glorious inheri- 
tance. "hl 

Conſider, how little you have hithef- 
to effected; when compared with what 
might have been effected by the gifts of na- 
ture, by the capacities of condition, by the 
time, the wealth, and the influence which 
you have poflefſed :—-how, through your 
own inactivity or folly, you are conſtrained 
to look back upon a barren wilderneſs, where 
you might have obſerved fruitful fields and 
a ſpringing harveſt :—how juſtly, in conſe- 
quence, you deſerve to be ſtripped of all; to 
be brought to an immediate account ; to be 
condemned as unfaithful to Gop, to your 
tellow-creatures, and to yourſelves; and to 
be caft out into outer darkneſs, where ſhall be 
weeping and guaſhing of teeth. 

If theſe reflections open your hearts to 
the claims of indigence and diſtreſs, return 
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thanks to that Being, by whom the change 
has been produced. Pray to Him to guide 
you in beſtowing His bounties, as conſcien- 
tious almoners, with wiſdom and fidelity: 
and (if it be His gracious will) to multiply 
your ſeed fown, and increaſe the fruits of your 
righteouſneſs ; to proſper you in your worldly 
affairs, that you may have more to impart 
to the poor and needy ; and thus to lead you 
forward, bleſſing and bleſſed, to the region 
of infinite plenty and everlaſting benevo- 
| lence. | 


Now to Gop, &c. 


SERMON 


* 


SERMON XIII. 


rag CuRISTIAN, JOYFUL ix DEATH axp JUDGMENT, 


AND BY His DYING BERAvIOUR HONOURING Gob. 


REV. XXII. 20. 


He, which teſtifieth theſe things, ſaith — 
« Surely, I come quickly'; Amen. Even 
ſo, come, Lord Jesus. 


O us, my brethren, as well as to the 
beloved diſciple in the iſland of Pat- 

mos, are theſe ſolemn words addreſſed by 
the Saviour—Surely, I come quickly. Yes, 
very quickly will He come, through the 
opening gates of death, to lead us into the 
inviſible world. Nor will it be long ere 
the ſame Saviour, now ſtanding before the 
door, will come in His more awtul charac- 
O ter 
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ter of Judge: for, though centurics may 
previouſly paſs away, theſe form but a point 
of time to Him, with whom one day is as a 
thouſand years, and a thouſand years as one 
day. In both its acceptations, therefore, 
I truſt that you can anſwer the dread aſſur- 
ance with a joyful Amen. Even fo, come, 
Lord JEsus. Thy arrival (in either ſenſe) 
far from being terrible to us, is the object 
of our anxious hope, of our ardent and long- 
ing expectation 
This ſtate, of Chriſtian feeling and ſenti- 
ment, however, though in itſelf highly rea- 
ſonable, is ſeldom to be diſcovered. Na- 
ture, tenacious of life, and unwilling to ex- 
change her familiar abode for an unknown 
land, generally recoils from the thought of 
departure; or, ſtruck with the alarm of uni- 
verſal conflagration, ſinks under the fearful 
looking-for of futurity. Let me then 
endeavour, in this my concluding diſcourſe, 
to ſuggeſt ſome reaſons why, inſtead of 
ſhrinking from her two-fold conſummation 
—of death and judgment, ſhe ſhould rather 
ſpring forward to it with gratitude and de- 
light. | 


CHRIST 
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Cunlsr comes—to releaſe you from ſor- 
row, to terminate your conflict with corrup- 
tion, and to receive you unto Himſelf. 

He calls you away, indeed, from the pre- 
ſent world : but what is the preſent world, 
that you ſhould cling to it ſo cloſely ? how 
tew, how groveling are its pleaſures—how 
many, how ſevere its affictions! Look 
back upon the days of the years of your pil- 
grimage; and, though you muſt acknow- 
edge that the goodneſs and mercy of divine 
Providence have ever followed you, yet has 
not that very Providence occaſionally placed 
thorns about your pillow, as a neceſſary but 
painful intimation, that his is not your reſt. 
Review 'your withered hopes, your blaſted 
enjoyments ; if there yet remains of them 
any veſtige, beſide the melancholy memo- 
rial imprinted on your own hearts. Turn 
your eyes unto the grave, which has cloſed 
perhaps upon your moſt lovely and moſt 
beloved friends, prematurely ſnatched away 
in the bloom and vigour of youth: and re- 
fle& that, if you are yourſelves ſpared for a 
few years longer, it will be only to witneſs 
the extended rayages of the unrelenting De- 
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{troyer. Conſider the living, as well as the 
dead; the triumphs of fin, as well as thoſe 
of mortality. Behold human nature, in its 
ſad condition of ſorrow and apoſtaſy ; and 
ſay, whether a wiſe and pious man would 
decide, that z is good for us to be here. The 
external and bodily diſtreſſes of mankind 
are ſo numerous, and (what is ſtill more 
wretched) their mental diſorders are ſo com- 
plicated and diverſified, that the earth ap- 
pears to be little better than an immenſe 
hoſpital, where ſenſibility muſt be agonized 
at every ſtep, and in every inſtant. Are you 
Chriſtians, and can you obſerve without the 
deepeſt concern, how ſome degrade them- 
ſelves by avowed and ſhameleſs protligacy ;— 
how others diſhonour their Lord, even whilſt 
they call themſelves His followers? Or can 
you regret to leave a world, where 'the 
righteous and the compaſſionate muſt be 
vexed, from day to day, by ſo many ſpec- 
tacles of guilt and of miſery ? 

Nay, do you not perceive ſomething 
within your own breaſts—which, were it to 


continue, would haraſs you in the ſociety of 


the blefled, and embitter even paradiſe it - 
ſelt ? 
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ſelf? Are you not hourly ſtruggling with 
ſome reſidue of corruption, or mourning in 
ſecret over ſome ſtill-unconquered infirmity ? 
Do you not daily find your ſpirits languid, 
when you would wiſh them to be moſt ac- 
tive, in the praiſe of your Maker ?—your 
hearts inſenſible to His love, and your hands 
feeble in His ſervice, even when 7o will is 
preſent with you? Does not your life, in 
ſhort, in its beſt moments, appear to you 
unprofitable ; when compared with what, 
as you feel, it ought to be—with what, as 
you know, it might be? 

Should you not then rejoice, that Cun ls 
comes to deliver you from theſe diſtrefles ; 
to lead you into realms of uninterrupted 
happineſs, and of untainted purity; and to 
place you near Himſelf? Abjent from the 
body, you. will be preſent willi the LoRD. 
How often, m adverſity, have you bent your 
eyes to thoſe bliſsful ſhores ho often 
prayed that the ſtormy gult, by which you 
are ſeparated from them, were croſſed in 
ſafety, and yourſelves brought io your. de- 
fired haven how often repoſed with de- 

light upon that declaration of your Re- 
O 3 deemer 
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light upon that declaration of your Re- 
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deemer—Father, I will that they alſo, whom 
Thou haſt grven Me, be with Me where I am ; 
that they may behold my glory, which Thou 
haſt given Me. h 


In its ſecond interpretation likewiſe, the 
coming of CuRr1sT ſhould be the ſubject of 
your ſincere thankſgiving. The day of this 
divine advent will, indeed, be an 1mportant 
day ; a day, on which nature will be con- 
vulſed © with pangs unfelt before,” and fade 
away in amazement from the preſence of 
her Judge. No earthquake, no eruption of 
burning mountains, no deſolation of coun- 
tries by flood or by flame, can ſupply an 
adequate idea of that dreadful appearance 
when e heavens being on fire ſhall be diſ- 
fobved, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent 
heat ; and there ſhall be a great cry, not in 
one kingdom only (as formerly in Egypt } 
but reſounding throughout the univerſe, 
Yet, as Chriſtians, you muſt ſurely exclaim 
—* Let this eventful day approach, with all 
its terrors ! Yea, like thoſe deſcribed by the 
apoſtle, you ought to be looking for and haſt- 
ing unto its tremendous brightneſs : for your 

LORD 
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Lord Himſelf, to vindicate His diſpenſations 
and to diſplay His magnificence, will then 
deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
Gop ; clothed with His own glory, and His * 
Father's; and coming to be glorified in His bill 
ſaints, and to be admired in all them that be— 458 
lieve. His perſecutors and His revilers, 
thoſe who condemned Him, and thoſe who 
in profane mockery bowed the knee before # 
Him, ſhall then appear diſmayed and utterly 
caſt down ; or, in wild deſpair, ſhall cry to 
the mountains and roc“ Fall on us, an 1 
hide us from the face of Him that fitteth on the 4 
throne, aud from the wrath of the Lamb : for 
the great day of His wrath is come, and who It; 
ſhall be able to fland”? On that day He It 
will break the bars of the grave, re- animate 


your ſleeping duſt, faſhion it like unto His 1 


glorious body, and array it with the robes of 1 
holineſs. You may now be ſtigmatized by 5 
reproachful appellations, or accuſed of en- | 
tertaining hopes and wiſhes, which your | 1 


your righteouſneſs as the light, and your judg- 
ment as the noon- day. While he putteth 
O 4 away 


fouls abhor ; but He will then bring forth | 1 
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away all the wicked of the earth like drofs, 
you ſhall be called good and faithful ſervants, 
ſhall be pronounced the blefjed of the Fa- 
ther, ſhall be ſummoned to enter into the 
Joy of your Lord, and ſhall receive from 
His hands a crown of glory, that fadeth not 
away. Nor ſhall this your triumph 
be merely the triumph of a day. When 
CHR1sT aſcends from judgment, you ſhall 
aſcend with Him, unto His Father and your 
Father, and to His GopD and your Gop. 
Under new and ſhining forms, attended un- 
doubtedly with correſpondent illumination 
of intelle&, you ſhall fix your eternal abode 
in that ulneſ of joy, which is in His preſence ; 
and amidſt thoſe pleaſures, which are at His 
right-hand for evermore. Riſing from the 
aſhes of an expiring world to the new: hea- 
dens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righte- 
oufneſs, you hall ever be with each other 
and with the LORD. Immortal ages, roll- 
ing away, ſhall find your happineſs ſtill un- 
changed; or changed only by increaſing, as 
you advance nearer and nearer to Him, who 
1s the ſource and centre of all felicity. 

And now look around you, and ſingle out 


(if 
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(if you can) ſome hope or ſome enjoyment, 
for the ſake of which you would ſfay— 
« Lord Jesus, delay thy coming !'—for 
the ſake of which you would heſitate to ſay 
*« —Lord JEsus, come quickly!“ 


Thus, my brethren, have I attempted 
to lead you through the ſucceſſive ſtages of 


Repentance toward Gop, and Faith toward 


our Lord JesUs CHRIST : with their natu- 
ral conſequences of fervent love towards 
Both, evinced by conſtant activity in Their 
ſervice, and the rapturous anticipation of a 
happy eternity. And I would humbly hope 
that the time, which we have beſtowed up- 
on theſe inveſtigations, may have been at- 
tended, by the divine bleſſing, with benefi- 
cial effects. | 

There ſtill remains to be conſidered one 
ſtate -a ſtate, through which we mult all 


paſs, when we cloſe our earthly career—I 


mean, the drearineſs and ſolitude of the 
grave. If theretore Providence do not cut 
you off by ſome unexpected accident, or by 
the violence of diſtemper affect your under- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding in fuch a manner, as to preclude the 
exerciſe of your faculties in that awful hour, 
would offer you my laſt counſels, with re- 
ſpect to the conduct then to be obſerved. 
And may Gop, making His ſtrength perfect 
in my weakneſs, enable me to addreſs you 
upon this moſt ſolemn ſubject, with an effi- 
cacy proportioned to its intereſt and its im- 
portance. 
 Afﬀeer diſmiſſing then, wholly, from your 
minds the affairs of this world—-which 
ſhould always be arranged before that final 
moment, when you are juſt ſtepping into 
the next Het me adviſe you to review your 
ſpiritual circumſtances with the utmoſt at- 
tention, that you may be prepared to meet 
your God: for it is an awful thing to en- 
ter into the divine preſence; your term of 
probation expired, and the fate of your fu- 
turity decided. Humiliate yourſelves again 
before Him; and again ſolicit His mercies, 
as promiſed in the new covenant through 
Jesus, its mediator. Summon up all the 
fortitude of your fouls, to bear His inflic- 
tions. Whatcyer He ordains, let patience 
have her perfect work. Indulge not your- 
ſelves 
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ſelves in one murmuring word, or one 
repining thought : but remember, that the 
Saviour TOOK UPON HIM OUR FLESH, 
AND SUFFERED DEATH UPON THE CROSS, 
THAT ALL MANKIND SHOULD FOLLOW 
THE EXAMPLE OF His GREAT HUMI- 
LITY *, Hear Him praying—O my Fa- 
THER, IF THIS CUP MAY NOT PASS AWAY 
FROM ME, EXCEPT I DRINK IT, THY 
WILL BE DONE f. See Him ſtretched 
on His tree of agony, expoſed to the ſcoffs 
and inſults of His inveterate enemies 
and enduring all as a lamb, which is brought 
to the flaughter. WHEREFORE GOD HATH 
ALSO HIGHLY EXALTED HIM, AND GIVEN 
Him A NAME WHICH 1S ABOVE EVERY 
NAME: THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS 
EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, OF "THINGS 
IN HEAVEN, AND THINGS IN EARTH, AND 
THINGS UNDER THE EARTH; AND THAT 
EVERY TONGUE SHOULD CONFESS THAT 
JEsus CHRIST 1s LORD, TO THE GLORY 
or GOD THE FATHER f. Do ye therefore 


* Occ. in Coll. Sund. next before Eaſter. 
+ Matt. xxvi. 42. occ. in II Leſſon, ih. 
I Ph. ii. 911, occ. in Epiſt. ib. 
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in like manner, in the near proſpe& of 
your emancipation, reckon your preſent ſuffer- 
ings as not worthy to be compared with the 
glory, which ſhall be revealed. Thus 
may your behaviour prove, to the edifying 
of others, that tribulation worketh patience, 
and patience experience, and experience habe; 
and hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love 
of God is ſhed abroad in your hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt, which is gruen unto you. 

Now alſo bear an honourable teſtimony to 
religion. Declare to your ſurrounding friends 
the comfort, which you have ever derived 
from it. Tell them, how it heightened the 
ſplendour of your proſperity, how it ſoftened 
the gloom of your diſtreſs, how it has ſuſ- 
tained you in the day of ſickneſs, how it 
cheers you in the very moment of death. 
At ſuch a ſeaſon, your words will be pecu- 
larly impreſſive ; your infirmities will in- 
veſt them with an eloquence, which in your 
robuſt health they never poſſeſſed; and you 
will ſpeak with authority, and with effect. 
When lie time draws near that you muſt die, 
and ihe hour of your departure is at hand, ex- 


preſs 
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preſs to them with holy joy your inward ſe- 
renity and peace. Teach them what you 
feel of the vanity of the world, and of the 
ſubſtantial conſolations of the gofpel; that 
they may be perſuaded to hold to the one, and 
to deſpiſe the other : for they too, in their 
turn, muſt lie down upon a death-bed ; and, 
deſtitute of earthly ſupport, will then need 
all the conſolations which the goſpel can 
beſtow. Charge them to ſpend their 
lives in the divine ſervice. A dying admo- 
nition may be ſucceſsful, where every other 
has failed. Make the trial, at leaſt; and 
ſcatter the good ſeed of the word, leav- 
ing it to Gob, at His own appointed period, 
to give the mcreaſe. Above all—inform 
them how entirely and cheerfully you de- 
pend tor ſalvation, not upon your own obe- 
dience, but upon the merits and mediation 
of the Redeemer. Let them ſee, that you 
die (as it were) at the foot of the croſs; and 
enter into that within the vail, as with the 
blood of ſprinkling treſh upon you. 
Finally—to cheer your fainting hearts, in 
this dark and painful journey, take in your 
hands 
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hands the oracles of Gop: and, whatever 
be the commotion of animal nature, endea- 
vour to compoſe your ſouls to a ſacred ſilence 
While, in words ſuch as theſe, with which 
I ſhall conclude, they ſupply you with ad- 
vice and with encouragement. Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee ; be not diſmayed, 
for lam thy Gop : I will flrengthen thee; yea, 
T will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteouſneſs. And He 
ts not a man, that He ſhould lie; neither the 
fon of man, that He ſhould repent. Hath He 
faid, and ſhall He not do it: or hath He 
ſpoken, and ſhall He not make it good? This 
Gob is our GOD for ever and ever: He will 
be our guide, even unto death. Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
F will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy taff they comfort me. 1 


hall behold thy face in righteouſneſs; I ſhall 


be ſatisfied, when I awake, with thy likeneſs. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory re- 
Joiceth ; my fleſh alſo ſhall reft in hope. For, 
if we believe that JESUs died and roſe again, 
even ſo them alſo, which lech in JEsUs, will 

Gon 
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Go bring with Him. This (ſaith CHRIST 
Himſelf) is the will of Him, that ſent Me— 
that of all, which He hath given Me, I ſhould *, 
loſe nothing ; but ſhould raiſe it ub again, at 
the laft day. Igo to prepare a place for you : 
and, if Igo and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myſelf; that 
where I am, there ye may be alſo. Theſe 
{ clothed with white robes, and bearing palms 
in their hands} are thiy which came out of 
great tribulation, and ſiave waſhed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore are they before the throne of Gov, 
and ſerve Him day and night in His temple : 
and He, that filteth; on the throne, ſhall dwell 
among them. They ſhall Ininger no more, net- 
ther thirſt any more; neither ſhall the fun light 
on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb, which 
is in the midft of the throne, ſhall feed them, 
and ſhall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters: and GoD ſhall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. 

Well may the Chriſtian, upon this review 
of the divine word, inquire in truumph—O 
Death, where is thy tiug? O Grave, where 1s 

thy 
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thy victory?“ Well may he return thanks 
to Gop, which giveth him the victory, through 
our Lord JEsUus CHRIST. Well may 
he ſing—Bleffing, and honour, and glory, and 
power be unto Him, that fitteth upon the throne, | 
and to the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 


Now to Gop, &c. 
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ROME 1S FALLEN! 


REVELATION XIV. 8. 


Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
becauſe ſhe made all nations drink of the wine 
of the wrath of her fornication. | 


T has been judiciouſly contended, in op- 
poſition to the vague and fanciful con- 
jectures of viſionary expoſitors, that prophecy 
(which, from its very nature and object, is 
uſually obſcure) can only be interpreted by 
the event, and that its ſure comment 1s 
alone to be found in its completion“. To 
proſeſs indeed thoroughly to underſtand it, 
before it be thoroughly fulfilled, is to uſurp 
the office of the prophet without his inſpi- 
ration, and thus to invite detection and diſ- 
appointment. But here we muſt care- 


* See Note (A) at the end of the Sermon. 
+ See Note (B). | Nt 
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fully diſtinguiſh between obſcurity and equi- 
vocation, leſt we confound the Chriſtian pre- 
dictions with the ambiguous reſponſes of 
Delphi and Dodona. Let us remember that 
the oracles of paganiſm were ſtudiouſly 
framed to adapt themſelves, by an uncertain 
ſyntax, to any cataſtrophe: whereas the 
Scriptural prophecies have always a peremp- 
tory, though not a perſpicuous meaning ; a 
long-doubtful, it muſt be acknowledged, 
but an unequivocal and determined fignifi- 
cation. 

Theſe obſervations apply with particular 
force and pertinency to the myſterious pages 
of the Apocalypſe. Barbarous even to ſo- 
leciſm“ in its ſtyle, of an involved and intri- 
cate conſtruction, and loaded with dark and 
apparently-wild allegory—the Revelation of 
St. John has alternately been a ſubje& of 
perplexity to the ſerious, and of contempt or 
ridicule to the profane reader ; and by its 
ſeals, and its trumpets, and its vials, for a 
ſeries of centuries, has ſucceſſively engaged 
and baffled the efforts of all its commenta- 

* See Note (CO). See Note (D). 
tors. 
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tors. Much, however, as they have general- 
ly differed in expounding many of its enig- 
matical paſſages, upon the modern counter- 
part of that Babylon, whoſe crimes and pu- 
niſhment it ſo accurately delineates, they 
have ſtill more generally agreed; and it re- 
quires at preſent but little either of inge- 
nuity to diſcover, or of courage to aſſert, 
that the time for confirming this their con- 
current interpretation is at laſt arrived : 
Ro ME is fallen, is fallen, that great city, be- 
cauſe ſhe made all nations drink of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication. RomE—a 
name endeared by ſo many recollections and 
aſſociations to the ſtateſman and the ſoldier, 
to the admirer of arts and the man of let- 
ters; a name, which conjures up to our 
1magination the brighteſt viſions of literary 
and of martial glory: Rome—who in her 
carlier days filled the world with her luſtre, 
enlightening even while ſhe enflaved man- 
kind, and who afterwards by her papal in- 
cantations could have called © millions of 
ſwords from their ſcabbards, to avenge a look 
that threatened her with inſult :” Rome 

| | P 4 —/s 
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is fallen, without a ſtruggle ; and who 


among u us ſhall 5 a fi of regret for 


her fate! 

I ſhall not be charged, I truſt, with un- 
generouſly triumphing over an old man's 
diſtreſſes hen I ſay, that I rejoice to ſee 
the Sovereign Pontiff, who once trod upon 
the neck of royalty, crouching himſelf be- 
neath the inſolent foot of a ferocious and im- 
placable republic. What Proteſtant does 
not hear with pleaſure that thoſe thunders* 
at length are ſilent, which iſſued during ſo 
long a period from the gloomy receſſes of 
the Vatican, to convulſe Europe; ſhaking the 
allegiance of ſubjects, and hurling princes 
froni their thrones ? What lover of peace 
does not learn with exultation that thoſe 


lightnings, which ſo often blaſted the olive 
of Chriſtendom, are quenched for ever? 
Ought we, who ſhould anxiouſly. with 
the prophecies tulfilled, to weep over their 


accompliſhment ? Independently of this 

conſideration, is the downfal of the Pa- 

pacy in ::36delf an event to be deplored ? 
* See Note (E). 

Would 


ory; 


Would it have coſt the intrepid Lnther, 
the rigorous Cafvin, nay the mild and 
gentle Me/ancthon one tear, to be in- 
formed that the arrogancy of the proud was 
ceaſed, and the haughtineſs of the terrible laid 
low 2— They eat the fat, and they clothed them 
with the wool; they killed them that were fed: 
but they fed not the flock. The diſeaſed did 
they not firengthen, neither did they heal that 
which was ſick, neither did they bind up that 
which was broken, neither did they bring again 
that which was driven , neither did they 
feek that which was loft, but with force and 
with cruelty did they rule them. And they 
were ſcattered, becauſe there was no ſhepherd. 
—Therefore—thws faith the LoRD Go, Be- 
hold, Jam againſt the ſhepherds : and I will 
require my flock at their hand, and 1 will 
cauſe them to ceaſe from feeding tlie flock; 
neither ſhall the ſhepherds feed themſelues any 
more: for I will deliver my flock from their 

mouth, that they may not be meat for them. 
To trace minutely the lamentable cor- 
ruptions of Chriſtianity, and ftate to you 
how firſt, foregoing her primitive and pe- 
5 culiar 
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culiar character of ſimplicity*, ſhe began to 
array herſelf with the gaudy ornaments of 
Oriental and Grecian philoſophy: or how 
the ſucceſſors of the Fiſherman, under the 
impoſing name of The Servant of Ser- 
vants, gradually uſurped the dominion of 
the univerſe; and, giant-like, dared to wage 
war with heaven itſelf—forms no part of 
my preſent purpoſe. I paſs over the legen- 
dary hiſtory of their apocryphal revelations, 
and their precarious miracles ; their adora- 
tion of the Hoſt, their invocation of ſaints 
and angels, and their worſhipping of images. 
I ſpare you the afflictive recital of their cru- 
ſades, and their maſſacres, and their inquiſi- 
tions; their diſpenſing with the performance 
of indiſpenſable duties, and their ſelling par- 
dons for unpardonable crimes . I ſtop not 
to inveigh againſt their doctrines of devils— 
forbidding to marry, and commanding to ab- 
ain from meats; or their aſſumption of 
more-than-human powers, and titles, and 
prerogatives their infallibility, their ho- 
* See Note (F). + See Note (G). 

See Note (H). ee Note (I). 
lineſs, 
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lineſs, and their divinity. Suffice it to ſay, 
that temporal ambition, in her maddeſt deli- 
rium, never raged ſo fiercely; the moſt ex- 
travagant projects of civil deſpotiſm are com- 
paratively tame, and rational, and innocent. 
I. quit therefore the contemplation of this 
diſguſting medley, this heterogeneous com- 
bination. of hypocriſy and ſuperſtition, of 
idolatry and blaſphemy ; to examine as con- 
ciſely as poſſible the principle, from which 
the Popedom ſeems chiefly to have derived 
its portentous and morbid magnitude, and 
to which 1t undoubtedly in a great meaſure 
owes its fall—! mean, its ſecularity. 

When ſucceſſive encroachments had 
glutted the coffers and almoſt ſatiated the 
avarice of the Roman Biſhop, and his tiara 
was now ſtudded with gems forced or pur- 


loined from the other crowns of Europe, its 


attainment quickly became an object of 
criminal competition. The fine linen, and 


purple, and filk, and ſcarlet of this myſtic 


Babylon proved temptations too powerful 


for the relaxed auſterity of eccleſiaſtical vir- 


tue. Acquired by intrigue, it was worn 
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(as might naturally be expected) with ini- 
quity : the plots of the conclave were wor- 
thy harbingers of the practices of the Pon- 
tificate. Stung by the inordinate luſt of 
wealth and power, this apoſtolical Czfar 
declined no expedient however profligate, 
ſhrunk from no enormity however great, 
which contributed to improve the once- 
humble patrimony of St. Peter. For this, 
the pagan rites of apotheoſis were ſucceed- 
ed by the kindred mummery of canoniza- 
tion: for this, ſaints took poſſeſſion of the 
temples* (and, with them, of the worſhip 
and offerings) formerly dedicated to hea- 
then deities. The cries of torture, and the 
ſhouts of triumphant perſecution, roſe from 
all quarters in mingled horror ; and wheels, 
and ſtakes, and ſcaffolds every where obtrud- 
ed themſclves, with painful prominence, upon 
the eye of ſenſibility and reflection. The 
whole body of the clergy were formed into 
one immenſe engine of ſpiritual domination: 
ſequeſtered from the ſigh and the ſmile of ſo- 
cial ſympathy, unſoftened and uncontrolled 


* See Note (K). Fy : 
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by the tenderneſs or the intereſts of domeſ- 
tic life, by prejudices and by habits inſulated 
(as it were) from their ſpecies, if not in 
ſome degree oppoſed to them, and rigid for 
the moſt part in unprofitable indolence, the 
ſecular and the regular prieſt alike ccaſed 
to be the citizen and the man. The 
people were induſtriouſly kept in what was 
called a wholeſome darkneſs; that is, in 
a total ignorance of their legitimate rights 
anddutics*. Sanctuaries were thrown open 
for aſſaſſins, and hcences iſſued to proſti- 
tutes : and, when neither licences nor 
ſanctuaries could enable th a to elude the 
juſt ſeverity of conſcience, eren from that 
purſuer they found a ſure refuge, in the un- 
bounded aſylum of undiſcriminating and 
univerſal abſolution. Thus did Roux 
make all nations drink of the wine of the wrath 


of her fornication. Lukewarm in what re- 


garded the propagation of genuine religion, 
the zeal of her Sacred Conſiſtory was only 
rendered fervent by the dangerous hereſy of 
ſuch as ſaid, that they be uo gods, that are 

See Note (L). + Sce Note (M). 
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(as might naturally be expected) with ini- 
quity: the plots of the conclave were wor- 
thy harbingers of the practices of the Pon- 


tificate. Stung by the inordinate luſt of 


wealth and power, this apoſtolical Czfar 
declined no expedient however profligate, 
ſhrunk from no enormity however great, 
which contributed to improve the once- 
humble patrimony of St. Peter. For this, 
the pagan rites of apotheoſis were ſucceed- 
ed by the kindred mummery of canoniza- 
tion: for this, ſaints took poſſeſſion of the 
temples* (and, with them, of the worſhip 
and offerings) formerly dedicated to hea- 
then deities. The cries of torture, and the 
ſhouts of triumphant perſecution, roſe from 
all quarters in mingled horror ; and wheels, 
and ſtakes, and ſcaffolds every where obtrud- 
ed themſclves, with painful prominence, upon 
the eye of ſenſibility and reflection. The 
whole body of the clergy were formed into 
one immenſe engine of ſpiritual domination: 
ſequeſtered from the ſigh and the ſmile of ſo- 
cial ſympathy, unſoftened and uncontrolled 


* See Note (K). 5 , 
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by the tenderneſs or the intereſts of domeſ- 
tic life, by prejudices and by habits inſulated 
(as it were) from” their ſpecies, if not in 
ſome degree oppoſed to them, and rigid for 
the moſt part in unprofitable indolence, the 
ſecular and the regular prieſt alike ceaſed 
to be the citizen and the man. The 
people were induſtriouſly kept in what was 
called a wholeſome darkneſs; that is, in 
a total ignorance of their legitimate rights 
anddutics*. Sanctuaries were thrown open 
for aſſaſſins, and hcences iſſued to proſti- 
tutes 7: and, when neither licences nor 
ſanctuaries could enable them to elude the 
juſt ſeverity of conſcience, even from that 
purſuer they found a ſure refuge, in the un- 
bounded aſylum of undiſcriminating and 
univerſal abſolution. Thus did RomE 
make all nations drink of the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication. Lukewarm in what re- 
garded the propagation of genuine religion, 
the zeal of her Sacred Conſiſtory was only 
rendered fervent by the dangerous hereſy of 
ſuch as ſaid, that they be no gods, that are 

* See Note (L). + Sce Note (M). 
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made with lands: for by this craft they had 
their wealth ; and they feared leſt that mag- 
nificence ſhould be dgſtroyed, which all Europe 
and the world worſhipped. In a word— 
the moſt ſcandalous corruption, the moſt 
virulent intolerance, and the moſt aban- 
doned nepotiſm characterized this heaven- 


ordained impeccable adminiſtration, this 


thrice-holy hierarchy—compoſed of Cardi- 
nal-Biſhops, Cardinal-Deacons, and Cardi- 
nal-Prieſts. But it is dane. There has 
been a great earthquake, ſuch as was not fince 


men were upon the earth, ſo mighty an earth- 


quake and fo great—and the cities of the na- 


tions have fallen: and great Babylon has come 


in remembrance before Go, to give unto her 


the cup of the wine of the fierceneſs of His 
wrath. : 


In my application of what has been ad- 


vanced—-though, in truth, I can hardly 
make any application, from this brief ſketch 


of an eſtabliſhment ſo unhke our own*—it 
might perhaps become me to apologize for 


* See Note (N). 
the 
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the explicitneſs, if explicitneſs on ſuch an 
occaſion can require an apology, with which 
I intend to expreſs myſelf : but this 1s not a 
place, neither are theſe times, for ceremony. 
If indeed I offend by miſ-ſtating the errors, 
which appear to me to miſlead a conſider- 
able portion of our profeſſion, I ſhall thank - 
fully receive your reproof ; but if I only in- 
cur reprehenſion for delivering unpalatable, 
though neceſſary, truths—at a period like 


the preſent, when the Almighty has. ariſen 


70. ſhake terribly the earth—im that caſe, I 
muſt not fear to offend you all. With me, 
in reality, it is a ſmall thing to be judged of 
man's judgment: He, that judgeth me, is the 
Lord. I have no pleaſure in laying open 
the foibles of my fellow-labourers, for that 
J alſo myſelf am compaſſed with infirmity :;— 
I beſeech you therefore, brethren, ſuffer the word 
of exhortation; and conſider me, throughout 


the ſequel of this diſcourſe, as wiſhing more 


to warn, than to cenſure; as ſolicitous to 
prevent, rather than to correct. 

Previouſly, however, let us weigh the ne- 
ceſlity of increaſed vigilance, impoſed upon 
* the 
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the walchmen of the houſe of Iſrael, even if 
their former vigilance had not in any degree 
been relaxed, hy the alarming prevalence of 
infidelity and vice. Men have always com- 
plained, ſaid a late eminent primate“, of 
their own times; and always with too much 
reaſon. But though it is natural to think 


_ thoſe evils the greateſt which we feel our- 


ſelves, and therefore miſtakes are caſily made 
in comparing one age with another, yet in 
this we cannot be miſtaken— that an open 
and profeſſed diſregard to religion is become, 
through a variety of unhappy cauſes, the 
diſtinguiſhing character of the preſent age: 


that this evil is grown to a great height in 


the metropolis of the nation; is daily ſpread- 
ing through every part of it; and, bad in jit- 
ſelf as any can be, muſt of neceſſity bring 
moſt others after it.—Chriſtianity, he adds, 
is now ridiculed and railed at, with very 
little reſerve; and the teachers of it, with- 
out any at all. It muſt be owned we are 
not by any means, even the beſt of us, what 
we ought to be; and the preſent ſtate of 
* See Note (O). tw; 
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things calls loudly upon us to corre& our 
miſtakes, to ſupply our deficiencies, and do 
all we are able for the honour of Gop and 
the happineſs of mankind. If we can be 
unconcerned now, we have neither piety nor 
common prudence in us. 

Chriſtianity has indeed, of late, been rude- 
ly aſſailed. Temples and palaces have ſunk 
promiſcuouſly together in foreign countries, 
beneath the overwhelming ſweep of the 
tempeſt of revolution ; and thrones and al- 
tars lie, broken and blended by its diſaſtrous 
fury, in undiſtinguiſhable ruin. That tem- 
peſt has hitherto, 1t is true, only covered 
our ſhores with the wrecks : we obſerve the 
gloom upon our horizon, but it is diſtant ; 
we ſee the lightnings flaſh, but they are 
happily for us remote. The enemies of 
Chriſtianity however amongſt us, though 
from her ſtronger poſition they have been 
unſucceſsful in their attacks, are {till many, 


and audacious, and perſevering“. With a 


troop of arguments (if they may be com- 
plimented with the name of arguments) 


* See Note (P). 
Q conſiſting 
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conſiſting chiefly of veterans long diſcharged 
for inefficiency, re-mforced occaſionally by 
a few raw and ſtill more ineffective recruits, 
they have dared to think of ſtorming the ci- 
tadel of Gor. They have reared their ſhort 
and fragile Iadders, they have advanced their 
feeble battering- rams; and they have re- 
tired from beſore it, as their predeceſſors in 
the ſame unnatural warfare have ever done, 
defeated and difgraced : impregnable to force 
and to fraud from without, it may bid de- 
fiance to the united efforts of its foes, pro- 
vided the garriſon remain alert and vigilant 

within. This or that eſtabliſhment perhaps 
may, and, if corrupt, moft aſſuredly will 
paſs away ; but the word of that Being, | 
who has promiſed that he gates of hell /hal/ 

not prevail againſt His church, will not paſs 
away. Let the flood ariſe, and the fiream 
beat vehemently upon her; no matter :—they 
ſhall not be able to ſhake her, for ſhe is found- 
ed upon a rock. 

Again—as an additional incentive to ac- 
tivity—let us conſider that the goſpel, even: 
in better days than theſe, is a moſt awful 

meſſage. 


227 


oF 


meſlage. Foretold by a long ſucceſſion of 


prophets; proclaimed upon its arrival, and 
attended in its conſummation, by angels; 
contained in a hiſtory, reſting on the moſt 


unqueſtionable evidence, and written with 


the pen of inſpiration; atteſted during its 


progreſs by the Holy Spirit, and ſealed 
with the ſeal of martyrdom—it makes a ſo- 


lemn demand upon us for attention ; and 
muſt give us pauſe, when we reflect that its 


iſſues, as far as they can depend on man, 
depend upon us. And, as the end of our 
appointment is the higheſt, ſo are the means 
which it employs the moſt honourable and 
praiſe-worthy : ſimplieity of life and ſin- 


cerity of purpoſe, talent and the ſedulous 


cultivation of talent, are all neceſſary to the 
diſcharge of our many and arduous func- 
tions. Ours is indeed a heavy reſponſibility, 


poorly acquitted by the brief labours (ſhall 


I call them labours ?) of a periodical ſabbath 


induſtry—the rapid mechanical recital of a 


liturgy from the reading-deſk ; and the de- 
_ hvery, equally rapid and mechanical, of a 


flimſy piece of morality, or perhaps a dry 
Q 2 meta- 
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metaphyſical diſquiſition, from the pulpit“. 
Ours it is (to avail myſelf of the eloquent 
language of a modern Divine) to preach 
the goſpel to the poor, to bind up the 
broken-hearted, not ſo much to rejoice 
with thoſe that rejoice, as to weep with 
thoſe who weep; to be partakers of the tri- 
bulations of the goſpel; to carry the tri- 
umphant banners of the croſs into the chil- 
ing penury and deſolation of a cottage. Ours 
to bear the terrors of the LoRp to rough, 
ſullen, and boiſterous offenders; to ſnatch 
the moment of pain or danger, to perſuade 
men. Ours to open the well- ſpring of com- 
fort to eager anxious penitents, trembling be- 
tween the two ſtages of exiſtence in time, 
and in eternity; to intercept deſpair, and to 
repreſs preſumption ; to ſupport the dying, 
and to warn the living. Ours, in this work, 
to face the inclemency of the ſeaſons; to 
brave the contagion of peſtilential maladies, 
in priſons and lazar-houſes. Ours to per- 
form all this to the poor and friendleſs, and 
by the unremitting exertions of body and 
* See Note (Q). See Note (R). 
mind, 
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mind, ſoul and ſpirit, through the might of 
 CnuR1sT to abate the bitterneſs of the curſe, 
by which n came into the world, and death 
by fin. Still more—ours it is to diſcharge 
ſuch duty, in the midſt of obſcurity and re- 
tirement ; where no obſervation of the great 
follows, no earthly hope encourages, no hu- 
man applauſe cheers or debaſes our labours— 
our only witneſſes, Gop and our conſcience ; 
and our only return, the prayers of thoſe we 
comfort and ſerve, and the expectation of 
that recompence, which awaits us at the re- 
ſurrection of the juſt. With the 
common feelings of our nature, we cannot 
be inſenſible to this alarming view of our 
complicated and important obligations; thoſe 
obligations too, whatever interruption they 
may cauſe to our indolence, or to our amuſe- 
ments, are what we have ſolemnly and yo- 
luntarily undertaken. The vows of Gop 


are upon us: and as, on one fide, we ſhould 


tremble for the fulfilment of that fearful 
denunciation—1f thou doſt not ſpeak to warn 
the wicked from his way, that wicked man 
ſhall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I 
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require at thine hand; ſo, on the other, we 
ought to thirſt ſor the completion of that 
animating promiſe— They, that turn many ta 


righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the ars for ever 


and ever. 

If therefore I preſume to charge any of the 
brotherhood with lukewarmneſs* or ſecu- 
larity, I do it under an irreſiſtible conviction 
of the dreadful conſequences which may re- 
fult to their reſpective charges, and which 
muit reſult to themſelves, from their indi- 
vidual negligence. 

Are we then, any of us, conſcious of ex- 
hibiting more zeal and ardour in the pur- 
ſuits of the field, than in thoſe of our pro- 
feſſion? Inſtead of forgetting thoſe things 

which are behind, and reaching forth unto. 
thoſe things which are before, and preſſing to- 
ward the mark for the prize of the high aciiing 
of Go in CuRIST JEsus, do we confine 
our groveling and ignoble ambition to the 
paltry triumphs of the chace; reſerving only 
a languid and exhauſted devotion for the 
altar, to which we have pledged our beſt 

* See Note (8). 
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, ſervices ? Or do we labour under the 
operation of that degrading principle, which 
ſtimulated the ſons of Zebedee to ſeck world- 
ly elevation; inſtead of ſeeking 1he kingdom 
of CYRIST, which (as He Himſelf has aſ- 
ſured us) is not of this wor/d—diſputing with 
the miſtaken ſpirit of the early diſciples, who 

ſhall be greateji; and deſirous of augment- 
ed preterment for 1ts gold, rather than for 
its extending our ſpherc of evangelical uti- 
lity ? Or do we allow profane ſtudies 
to engroſs our attention, for the purpoſe of 
obtaining a name in letters; to the neglect 
of that more valuable information conveyed 
by the holy Scriptures, which alone are able 
to make us wiſe unto ſalvation : preterring the 
dim reflection of human intelle& to he true f 
light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world*? Alas! my brethren, theſe 
are purſuits, and principles, and purpoſes un- 
worthy of us, unworthy of any manf. If 
we can even be 1o forgetful of other and 


higher views, as to conſult ſolely our pre- 
ſent gratification, we ſtill err moſt widely. 
See Note (T). + See Note (U). | 
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Theſe trifling miſ-direfted labours, theſe 
petty ſtruggles and competitions, theſe little 
burſts and flaſhes of ecſtaſy (in their beſt in- 
ſtances frivolous, in their worſt barbarous, 
and in every inſtance tranſitory) want all 
the conſtituent parts of real happineſs. For 
either they oppreſs us by their impetuoſity, 
or they torment us upon review; or, by 
depending on circumſtances beyond our 
control, they expoſe us to diſappointment ; 
or they abandon us, when perhaps we 
can leaſt bear their abſence, in ſolitude 
and adverſity; or they haraſs us by ex- 
ceſs; or they pall upon us by enjoyment. 
Whereas the pleaſures ariſing from the diſ- 
charge of our profeſſional duties, conſidered 
merely in their temporal character, ſuppoſe 
our turbulent paſſions ſubdued ; not only 
bear, but invite reflection; depend entirely 
upon ourſelves, and of courſe follow us into 
retirement, and enliven it; are our beſt, 
nay our only, ſupport under afflictions; 
and, never to be enjoyed to exceſs, will 
never nauſeate by ſatiety, Forſaking then 
our pointers, and our fox-hounds, and our 

| patron- 
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patron-hunting, let us become fo/lowers of 
them, who through faith inherit the promiſes. 
Fly but a few ſhort years, and the world 
paſſeth away, and the luſis thereof; but he, 
that doeth the will of GoD, abideth for ever. 
Infirmity, or ſorrow, or old age will ſpeedily 
ſuſpend our preſent energies; and how ſhall 
we then regret the golden ſeaſon of our ro- 
buſt manhood, laviſhed—tforgive me for add- 
ing, guiltily laviſhed—in employments of 
uſeleſs at leaſt, if not of pernicious acti- 


tivity ! 0 
If I be told, that by ſome of theſe rigorous 
obſervations I condemn myſelf, I muſt an- 7 


ſwer, I fear I do: In many things we offend 
all. Hear the confeſſion of an apoſtle, an 
apoſtle too, as he frankly affirms of him- 
ſelf, in nothing behind the very chiefeſt apoſ- 
tles, though he were nothing: I know that 
in me (that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth no good 
thing ; for to will is preſent with me, but how 
to perform that which is good I find not: for 
the good, that I would, I do not; but the evil, 
which I would not, that I do*, After 


* See Note (X). 
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this ingenuous avowal it cannot ſurely be 
diſgraceful, however humiliating, to any 
Chriſtian miniſter to plead guilty to the 
charge of imperfection: but this neither vi- 
tiates his doctrines, nor juſtifies his offend- 
ing hearers. If no one may c a ſtone at ob- 
vious and acknowledged error, except he, 
ig without fin among us; convicted by our 
conſciences, we may go out of the temple one by 
one, beginning at the eldeſt, even unto the laft. 


Here, however, I would corre& two falſe 
impreſſions, which may have been made 
upon my audience; the firſt relative to to- 
tal and abſolute ſecluſion, the other to ex- 
ceſſive zeal. | 

I ſhall not then be underſtood, I truſt, 
as recommending an entire ſequeſtration 
from the buſineſs of the world, or from its 
rational pleaſures; for to a well-regulated 
intercourſe with our fellow-creatures we 
muſt owe that knowledge of human nature, 
and of the ſentiments, and habits, and feel- 
ings of mankind, which (to ſay nothing of 
our other obligations) will beſt enable us to 

fulfil 
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fulfil the purpoſes of our miſſion. I pray 
not, ſaid CHRISTH of thoſe who were with 
Him, that thou ſhouldeft take them out of the 
world, but that thou ſhouldeſt keep them from 
the evil. They were not, after a ſhort ſea- 
ſon of retirement and tranquillity, and ſtill 
leis of indulgence, to be put into poſſeſſion 
of their everlaſting reward: this would have 
been to arreſt their moral progreſs, to diſ- 
appoint them of their complete triumph, 
and to defraud the human community of its 
Juſt right to the virtues and talents of all its 
members, Bat they were to remain, till their 
trial was accompliſhed, and till they were 
made perfect through ſufferings : they were 
not only to carry the glad tidings of great joy 
to all people; but were to exhibit the firſt 
inſtances of the goſpel-influence on the hu- 
man character, by their own righteouſneſs, and 
godiineſs, and faith, and love, and patience, and 
meeRneſs. If then the few, whom our 
bleſſed Lok D choſe for His immediate fol- 


lowers, and honoured with the name of 


friends, were not to be taken out of the world; 
their ſucceſſors, the Chriſtian prieſthood, 
certainly 


. = n Þ «<< 4 - 
— rr — wn a 2 A 8 : 1 
* — * . Sb . D * 1 — 


236 


certainly cannot ſupport their pretenſions to 
ſuch an extraordinary privilege : and we 
may determine that to fly to the ſanity of 
the altar, for protection from the duties and 
demands of ſocial life, 1s not more contrary 
to reaſon than it is to revelation. When 
we regard the whole ſcheme of the goſpel, 
in its ſtriking analogy to the ſtate and con- 
ſtitution of man, and when we examine the 
conduct of its firſt miniſters and earlier pro- 
ſelytes, we are at a loſs to find the origin of 
thoſe enormous errors, which removed mil- 
lions from their allotted ſtations in ſociety, 
and begot the ſuperſtition that darkened the 
cloiſter, and the fanaticiſm that added ſavage- 
neſs to the deſert. The greater of theſe ex- 
travagancies indeed ſeems to have been of 
foreign growth. The wi Eflenes* may 
in ſome ſenſe be pronounced the founders of 
the Chriſtian hermitage, and the authors of 
that wild ſcheme of auſterity, which has ex- 
cited the admiration of ignorant, and the 
compaſſion of enlightened ages. The ſeat 
of this phrenſy, however, was nat wide: 


* Sce Note (V). 
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a diſeaſe of climate, as it may be called, 
{ſcarcely known in the weſtern world, it was 
confined principally to Egypt and to Syria; 
there plunged in the depth of unexplored 
ſolitudes, the ſaints of the pillar and the ca- 
vern long ago had their day—a day, never 
to return. But the leſs inhuman ſeclu- 
ſion of the monaſtery prevailed for many 
centuries throughout the extent of Chri/ten- 
dom : and their night alſo 1s faſt approach- 
ing. The Almighty (who can educe good 
from evil, and cauſes wind and florm to fulfil 
His word) by the agency of an unprincipled 
and wicked nation, has nearly annihilated 
the monſtrous ſyſtem; and 1t 1s not per- 
haps at preſent too bold to affirm, that 
henceforward the European community will 
aſſert with effect its claim upon the ſervices 
of every individual, who enjoys its protection. 
Still leſs would I be ſuppoſed, in en- 
forcing the neceſſity of more religious 
warmth, to recommend or countenance the 
exceſſes of zeal. Remembering that every 
virtue has its limits, and that the rock of 
Scylla demanded at leaſt as much of the ma- 
riner's 
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riner's caution as the whirlpool of Charybdis, 
let us ſo moderate and qualify the tempera- 
ture of our devotion, that it riſe not to the 
flaming degree of relentleſs intolerance“. 
Enough of blood has already flowed to the 
Moloch of perſecution : it is time that his 
dungeons ſhould be deſtroyed, and his fires 
extinguiſhed. Let us obey Him, who has 
declared He 2v7/l have mercy, and not ſacrifice ; 
and from not one or two, but a thouſand 
inſtances in hiſtory, which ſhow us men 
(much wiſer, probably, and better than our- 
ſelves) adopting and maintaining, ſometimes 
even with their lives, opinions now univer- 
ſally exploded as erroneous, let us infer the 
poſſibility of our being likewiſe in error. 
Having ſo long contended againſt the infal- 
libility of the Romiſi Hierarchy, let us avoid 
the inconſiſtency, not to mention the pre- 
ſumptuouſneſs, of advancing a claim to the 
ſame fuper-human attribute. Let us re- 
collect that general councils and convoca- 
tions, however upright or ingenious, arc 
alike compoſed of men ; and that creeds, and 


* See Note (Z). 
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canons and articles, however excellent, are 
{till only of human fabrication. Embrac- 
ing therefore thoſe of our own church, as in 
our judgment moſt conformable to Scrip- 
ture, let us neither cal} down fire from hea» 
ven, nor kindle it upon earth, for the paniſh- 
ment of thoſe who judge differently. Let 
us not exhibit our miſtaken godlineſs, at the 
expence of our humanity ; nor erect an altar 
to faith, upon the ruins of the temple of 
charity. 

One word more, betore I conclude. From 
the furious raging of the heathen*, by which 
we are now at laſt engaged in a con- 
teſt, not only for our national conſtitution 
but (as it would ſeem) for the intereſts of 
Chriſtianity and of mankind, it has been 
inferred by many of the clergy that at pre- 
ſent certainly, if at any period, he that hath 
0 ſword ſhould ſell his garment, aud buy one. 
Our conſtitution indeed, though, we truſt, 
commenſurate with time, with time muſt 
paſs away; that day, which ſhall rend the 
fun from his ſphere, will mock the vaunted 


* See Note (AA). a 
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perpetuity of all ſublunary eſtabliſhments : 
but, in the cauſe of our religion, it was ima- 
gined that no one would be diſpoſed, or 
would be privileged, to remain an inactive 
ſpectator of the, common danger. We 
have been enjoined however (and, as I think, 
properly enjoined) by our eccleſiaſtical ſu- 
periors, to forbear engaging perſonally in this 
tremendous warfare, till increaſed danger 
render the perſonal ſervices of every one in- 
diſpenſable®. The ipiritual weapons then, 
belonging to our profeſſion, it is more eſpe- 
cially incumbent upon us to wield with con- 
ſtancy and vigour: if we are not allowed to 
brandiſh Michael's ſword, yet the ſpear of 
Ithuriel is placed in our hands; and we muſt 
uſe it, that © no falſchood may endure.” 
Let us ftand therefore, having our loins girt 
about with truth, and having on the breaft- 
plate of righteouſneſs, and our feet ſhod with 
the preparation of the goſpel of peace ; above 
all, taking the ſhield of faith, wherewith we 
ſhall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. And let us take the helmet of 9 


* Sce Note (BB). 
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tion, and the ſword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of Gop. Under this panoply we may 
ſtorm heaven by prayer, and with pious vio- 
lence force down its bleſſings upon us. We 
ſhall thus at leaſt do all that we are per- 
mitted, perhaps all that we ought to be per- 
mitted, to do: and if, for ſome myſterious 
but unqueſtionably-wiſe purpoſe of Provi- 
dence, we be indeed ordained in our turn to | 
drink at the hand of the LoRD the cup of His 
fury, to drink the dregs of the cup of trembling, 
and to wring them out, we ſhall poſſeſs the 
conſciouſneſs of having contributed our moſt 
zealous endeavours to avert the ruin of our 
country—a conſciouſneſs which, ſuftaining 
and conſoling us amidſt our ſufferings, will 
of itſelf be our exceeding great reward. 

Yet neceſſarily ineffectual muſt thoſe en- 
deavours prove, unleſs we conſtantly add to 
them our fervent prayers that Gop would 
enable and ſtrengthen both us, and all that 
ſerve Him in the goſpel of His Son, to per- 
form our duty with faithfulneſs : for we are 
not ſufficient ourſelves to think any thing, as 
of ourſelves; but our ſufficiency is of GoD. 
| For 
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For that therefore, which we ought every 
one of us at all times to implore, let us at 
preſent jointly addreſs Him, in the compre- 
henſive and expreſſive words of our public 
ſervice *: f 

Almighty and everlaſiing GoD, by whoſe 
Spirit the whole body of the church is go+ 
verned and ſunctiſied, recerve our ſupplications 
and prayers, which we offer before thee for all 
gates of men in thy holy church; {that every 
member of the ſame, iu lus vocation aud mi- 
niftry, may truly aud godly ſerve Thee, through 
eur Lord and Saviour Jꝝxsus CuRristh, 
Amen. 


* See note (CC). + See Note (DD). 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS, 


(A) AoÞxXtrepoy BY 40% axivduvorepov, ro Wepifaevery 
175 ex&aotv 716 Tpopnreiog 1 T0 e ον te Not N 
Hl e . (IREN. v. 30.) 


(B) © The folly of interpreters has been, to foretel 
times and things by this prophecy (the Apocalypſe) 
as if Gop deſigned to make them prophets. By this 
raſhneſs they have not only expoſed themſelves, but 
brought the prophecy alſo into contempt. The de- 
ſign of Gop was much otherwiſe. He gave this, and 
the prophecies of the Old Teſtament, not to gratify 
men's curioſities, by enabling them to foreknow things : 
but that, after they were fulfilled, they might be in- 
terpreted by the event ; and His own providence, not 
the interpreter's, be then manifeſted thereby to the 
world.” (Sir IsAAc NEWTON on Apoc. I. 251.) 

* Ioias eminurrws (2 Pet. i. 20.) tranſlated in our 
verſion, of private interpretation, means that no pro- 
phecy interprets itſelf; that every prophecy is inter- 
preted by the event. This notion gives the right 
meaning of , and agrees with the context.” 


(Cook on 2 Pet. i. 19.) 


R 2 (C) 
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(C)  Auzaexlov plas * YAWTTAY BY expres ene 
viCuoay avrs 3am, an) Winners jt Papcapinoig xpur 


paevoy, Xa Wu xa Go, ela. (Dion. ALEX. ap. 
EuskB. H. E. vii. 25.) 


(D) Calvin was commended by ScALIGER, for 
not writing upon it. Dr. SouTH has aſſerted, that 
« it either finds a man mad, or makes him ſo.” (Vol. 
II. Serm. ii.) WuiTBy durſt not adventure to com- 
ment upon it, „for want of ſufficient reading and 
Judgment, to diſcern the intendment of the prophecies 
contained in it.“ (Pref. to Treatiſe on Millen.) VoL- 
TAIRE affirms, that Sir 1/aac Newton wrote upon it, 
to conſole mankind for his great ſuperiority over them 
in other reſpects. LurHER went ſo far, as to reject 
it; and © the early Chriſtians (fays Huxp, Serm. viii.) 
ſaw ſo little in it, that they were led by degrees to ne- 
gle& the ſtudy of it.“ 

Some parts of it, however (particularly xi. 2, 3. xii. 6. 
14. xili. 5. &c., compared with Dan. vii. 25. x11. 7.) are 
ſo ſtrikingly explicit, as almoſt to deſerve the character, 
given by Joskruus to Daniel, of perſpicuity : Oy 
Yue TH provi p40) Wpo@nTEL WY OieTEAE, * c 
XX 0b GAAG WpOQrTHI, WANG E,ùo wpiCev, £15 
c Tere anotrotra. (Antiq. X. xi. 7.) K g. 
The inference from /ix hundred, threeſcore and [ix 
(xiii. 18.) is exccedingly ſtrong; for to this number 
ſeveral different names of the Pope, interpreted ac- 
cording to the anithmetical notation of their reſpective 
languages, amount. Thus the letters of FORM (mean- 
ing the Roman Beaſt, or Roman kingdom) in Hebrew, 


and 
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and of Aazravo; (as the Greeks and other orientaliſts 
called the people of the weſtern church, or church 
of Rome, after the diviſion of the empire, IR EN. v. 
30.) in Greek numeration, are equivalent to 666. So 
likewiſe are the Roman numerals, in his Latin titles of 
VICarlVs generaLls Del In terrls, and VICarlVs 
fILIIDET. 


It ſeems, indeed, that this kind of argument may 


be carried to a fanciful degree. Thus the family 


name of the late Pope, in Greek (Bpzoxz) amounts 
to 333; and therefore the Pontiff and his nephew 
Jointly complete the ſum! LVDoVICVs alſo con- 
tains, accurately, the ſame ill-omened number ! The 
Beaſt (ſays a French writer) is the conſtitution : the 
war is the preſent perſecution of the Reformed ; 
which began March 1730, and will end September 
1733. This is included in the name LVDoViCVs, 
the numeral letters of which amount to 666 : the reſt 
of the king's title (DeCIMVs qVIntVs, franClz et 
na Varræ reX) makes exactly 1733,” &c. (Calend. 
my/?. ſonde ſur V Apocal. et ſur Eſaie.) 

„And perhaps in the name of Maomet (the cele- 
brated impoſtor and corrupter of the patriarchal and 
evangelical religion in the eaſtern world by Iſlamiſm, 
as the Pope in the weſtern by Romaniſm) we may 
trace the number 666; incorrectly applied to the Pa- 
pacy, for it is a man's number; whereas Axreivoc is 
the name of a people, and not Latin but Greet! The 
name Mahmud, Wit (as fully written, Lament. i. 
31.) ſigaifying „dog, celebrated, by a uſual (?) re- 
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duplication of the ſecond letter n, extending the word 
to three ſyllables, and ſubſtituting their numerical 
values, final (!) = 600, N=8, N= 8, p medial 
= 40, = 6, T=4, &c, &c. (Inſpector, by Prof. 
HaLEs, Dublin.) 


Again RABAUT DE ST. ETIENNE, in his Hiſtory 
of the French Revolution, I. p. 28. enumerates the 
opponents it had to encounter : 1. Nobles. 2. Mili- 
tarv. 3. Privileged perſons, exempt from certain im- 
poſts. 4. Prieſts. 5. Monaſtic orders. 6. Farmers- 
general. 7. The Law. Theſe formed Ja haute na- 
tion. The French nobility was itſelf alſo fubdi- 
vided into ſeven clafſes: 1. The higher order of 
Clergy. 2. Les grands Seigneurs. 3. Preſentés Con- 
nus. 4. Preſentés Inconnus. 5. Non-Preſentes. 6. 
Anoblis. 7. Gens moins que rien, 1. e. all the new 
nobility. N. B. This paragraph is added, with 
reference to the ovopala avIpuruy yihads tnls (Rev. 
Xi. 13.) inadequately rendered in our tranſlation, % 
men ſeven thouſand. Here, PRIESTLEy obſerves, “ an 
earthquake may fignify a great convulſion and reyolu- 
tion in ſtates; and, as the papal dominions were di- 
vided into ten parts, one of which (and one of the 
principal of them) was France, it is properly called a 
tenth part of the city, or of the myſtical Babylon. And 
if by names of men we underſtand their titles, ſuch as 
thote of the nobility and other hereditary diſtinctions, 
all of which are now aboliſhed, the accompliſhment 
of the prediction will appear to be wonderfully ex- 
act.” (Fa/t-Soerm. 1794.) | 

To 
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To this note (which ſome will conſider as partially, 
and others as wholly whimſical) may be added, per- 
haps without impropriety, the recent anagram upon 
the new Biſhop of Rome (CHlaRamonTE) Roma, 
china te—as implying the ſubmiſſion of that ſee, under 
his pontificate. 


(E) „Even fire is pretended to come down from 
heaven (Rev. xiii. 13.) as in the caſe of St. Anthony's 
fire, and other inſtances cited by BIOHTMAN and 
other writers on the Revelation; and in folemn ex- 
communications, which are called the thunders of 
the church, and are performed with the ceremony 
of caſting down burning torches from on high, as ſym- 
bols and emblems of fire from heaven.” Vid. Pol. 
Synops. in loc. (NewT. Diff. on Preph. II. 293.) 

Of Paul IV. Father PAuL fays “ So/ito di non 
parlar mai con gli ambaſciadori, ſe non intonandogl: nelle 
orecchie che egli era ſopra tutti gli principi; che non 
voleva, che alcuno d'eſſi domeſticaſſe ſeco; che poteva 
mutar i regni; che era ſucceſſor di chi ha depoſto re et 
imperadori, &c. &c. &c.” (Iſt. del. concil. Trident. 
V.) *© Alle leggi dell' inquifitione ſoggiacciono i re 
medeſimi; e ſpeſſe volte, con ſommo ludibrio de loro ſcet- 
tri, Biſogna che ne pruouius effi ancora la ſeverita del 
cafligo.” (BenTivoGL. Guerra di Fiand. p. 85.) 

Pius V. depoſed Queen Elizabeil, by a Bull, pub- 
liſhed in 1576: which, as Biſhop JeEwELL remarked 
to his congregation, „tore the crown from her head. 
It diſcharged all her natural ſubjects from all due obe- 
dience. It armed one ſide of them againſt another. 
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It emboldened them to burn, to ſpoil, to rob, to kill, 
to cut one another's throats; like Pandora's box ſent 
to ZEpimetheus, full of hurtful and unwholeſome 
evils.” Paul V. (who was advanced to the 
papal dignity, in preference to two learned antago- 
nilts, Bellarmine and Baronius) expreſsly approved the 
doctrine of Suarez the Jeſuit, in defence of“ The 
murder of kings.” The ſame Pontiff, ſpeaking of 
Fulgentio (the friend and biographer of Father Paul) 
obſerved, ** He has indeed ſome good ſermons, but 
bad ones withal : he ſtands too much upon Scripture ; 
which is a book, that if any man will keep cloſe to, 
he will quite ruin the Catholic Faith!“ (F. Paul's 
Lett. xxvi.) 


(F) The following maſterly delineation of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtian prieſthood occurs in an excellent Ser- 


mon, preached at the anniverſary meeting of the 


Pembrokeſhire Clergy, by the Rev. CHARLES SYM+« 
MONS, | 

„This prieſthood reſembled no other, with which 
the world was acquainted. Unlike the pagan or 
the Jewi/h, it poſſeſſed nothing to allure the vulgar 
glance, Supported by no revenues, acknowledged 
by no laws, unornamented with the colours of human 


eloquence and learning, it was poor, and abaſed, and 


plain; approving its miniſtry by patience, by afflic- 
tions, by its neceſſities, by its diſireſſes. Under this veil, 
however, it concealed more beauty and ſplendour, than 
had ever yet captivated or dazzled mankind. It was 
demonſtrated to be the ſervant of the Moſt High, 


by 


249 


&y pureneſs and by the Holy Ghoſt. It was awful with 
Holineſs, and magnificent with power ; the human in- 
ſtrument of the manifeſted Gop ! &c. &c.” 
The whole diſcourſe indeed (to 'adapt to it his own 
words, upon another occaſion) exhibits the “ rare and 
bright union of piety, taſte, and erudition.” 


(G) Box rA VIII. ſpeaking of Lewis IX., pre- 
viouſly to his canonization, ſays His miracles have 
been examined and re- examined; and have produced 
as many writings, quantum unus afinus poſſet portare !” 


(H) In acclesfield Church is a braſs plate on the 
wall, with this pleaſing notification ; ** The pardon 
for ſaying of five Pater-Neſfters, and five Aves, and a 
Creed is—twenty-ſ1x thouſand years, and twenty-ſix 
days of pardon!” (PennaAnT.) 

(I) Oppeſing and exalting himſelf above all that ts 
called God, or that is worſhipped; fo that he, as Got, 
fitteth in the temple of GoD, fhewing himſelf that he 
:5 Gop. (2 TH. ii. 4.) Compare Dan. vii. 25, 
and xi. 36. and conſider, whether the Pope doth not 
„make himſelf equal, and even ſuperior to Gop—in 
fitting upon the high altar in St. Peter's church at his 
inauguration, and making the Table of the Lord his 
footſtool, and in that poſture receiving the adoration 
of his cardinals !''——* in aſſerting his decrees to be 
of the ſame, or greater authority than the word of 
Gop; and commanding them to be received under the 
penalty of the ſame, or greater damnation !''—* in 
aſſuming, or approving ſuch titles and maxims (found 

even 
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even in public decretals, and acts of councils!) as 
Dominus Deus noſter Papa Alter Deus in terra ! — 
Rex Regum, Dominus Domi norum Papa facit quic- 
quid libet, etiam illicita, et eſt pluſquam Deus ! &9. &c. 
(Newr.) For a further account of his ufurpa- 
tions and impieties, ſee JEWELL's Apolog. and BAR“ 
Row on the Pope's Supremacy, Introd. 


(K) This is ſtrikingly exemplified in the inſtance 
of the Pantheon, or temple of all the Gods, which 
is now a church, dedicated to the Virgin and all the 


Martyrs ! 


(L) MoxTEsqQurtv, ſpeaking of the ignorance 
. encouraged by the Greek clergy, favs © 2uand je 
penſe a ignorance profonde dans laquelle le clergs Gree 
plongea les laics, je ne puis mempecher de le comparer à 
ces Scythes, dont parle HERODOTE (IV.) qui crevoient 
les yeux d leurs eſclaves, afin que rien ne pit les diſtraire, 
et les empecher de batire leur lait. (Grand. et Decad. 
des Romains, xxii.) 


(M) Nondum ille (Papa) ſpero, oblitus eft multa efſe 
Romæ meretricum millia ; et fe ex illis in ſingulos annos, 
veftigalts nomine, colligere ad triginta millia ducatorum. 
Obliviſci non poteſt, ſe Rome lenocintum publice exer- 
cere, et de fadifſima mercede fade ac nequiter delicari.— 
Meretrices enim ibi jam ſedent, non ut olim (Gen. 
Xxviii.) extra civitatem obnupto et ebvoluto capite, ſed 
in palatiis habitant ; per foram vagantur aperta fronte, 
guaft id non tantim liceat, fed etiam laudi «fe debeat.— 

Tanius 
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Tantus hodie eft Iuxus, non tantùm in clericis et ſacerdo 
tibus, ſed etiam in prelatis et epiſcopis, ut horribile fit 
auditu, &c.” (JUELL. Apolog., where alſo many in- 
ſtances are given.) 

Sir EDpwix SANDYsS in his Europe Speculum, de- 
{cribing the various contrarieties of the ſtate and 
church of ome, exclaims—** What pomp, what riot, 
to that of their cardinals !—what ſeverity of life com- 
parable to that of their heremits and capuchins? Who 
wealthier than their prelates ?-who poorer, by vow 
and profeſſion, than their mendicants? On the one 
fide of the ſtreet, a cloĩſter of virgins : on the other, a 
ſtye of courtefans, with public toleration. This day 
all in maſks, with all looſenefs and foolery: to-morrow 
all in proceffions, whipping themſelves till the blood 
follow. On one door an excommunication, throwing 
to hell all tranſgreſſors: on another, a jubilee or full 
diſcharge from all tranſgreſſions,” &c. 

Nay, the Homilies fay—* The church of Rome 
hath been, for the ſpace of nine hundred years and 
odd, fo far wide from the nature of the true church, 
that nothing can be more!“ &c. (p. 283. edit. 1766.) 


(N) * Cler: Anglicani cauſam quod attinet, facile 
mecum ſenties eſſe illam a ſacerdotum Pontificiorum 
causa longe diverſam.——F eruntamen, fe quis naſtrum 
in rerum ſacrarum adminiſtratione aliquid proſanum vel 
in doctrind hæreticum admiſerit; ſi quis eo folùm animo 
rem eccleſiaſticam capeſſerit, ut ambittont, avaritiæ, 
luxuriæ inſerviat, et parœciæ curam gerat plane nullam, 
niſi que in decimis ſeverins exigendlis conſpicitur, i quis 
demam,” 
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demi,” &c. (BURTON. Hoph. et Phin. pref. ii. pp. 
20—22.) 


(O) SecKER's Charge to the Dioceſe of Oxford, 
1738. 


(p) For the origin of atheiſts, conſult BexTLEY 
on Freethinzing (I. xv.) ; and likewiſe, for their tenets : 
That the ſoul is material and mortal, Chriſtianity 
an impoſture, the Scripture a forgery, the worſhip of 
God ſuperſtition, hell a fable and heaven a dream, 
our life without providence, and our death without 
hope, like that of aſſes and dogs—are parts of the glo- 
rious goſpel of atheiſts,” (I. iv.) | 

Hon yag Hen CXoT05 awYvoins anaYIG, Ka ATTY α⁰j,ẽt 
x, ' X% Gneipogs TAG, Ka WTENNS OanIaTia, Kar 
ee a)nrilos aryvoics, Tara Tow dε¹ , Paropevos 
Gear THY e ros Oo Yjactow BTHY GUTWY EVAN LOTNTO, x 
ts £15 UTEIGOY GLUTOIS, x opigov WPOeLTW 1 CnT1CIG ro 

WpPHYPNTWY, KEE TO TENOS GUTWY LATEX prdpTOY N iu AY PIC = 
Tov, py pengevs WpodnAw Xa AGYw CAPE Beau. 
(Henrv. Azoup.) 

For their numbers ſee PRIESTLEV, who obſerves 
(Faſt-Serm.) that, when he viſited France in 1774, 
all her philoſophers and men of letters were abſolute 
infidels: and that he was repreſented by one of them, 
in a mixed ſtrain of cenſure and compliment, as the 
only man of talent he had met, who had any faith 
in the Scriptures !” Nay „Voltaire himſelf, 
who was then living, was conſidered by them as a 
weak-minded man; becauſe, though an unbeliever in 

revelation, 
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revelation, he believed in a God!” (p. 23.) This 
appears to confute what has been ſo often remarked, 
though perhaps nowhere more forcibly than in the 
ſubjoined quotation from Max1iMus TyRlus, upon 
the infrequency of genuine atheiſts : E de geo 


& To Eurail arwvi dvo Ts %01 fe aweov Kat TATE 
Xa M e Y, KRtL DETACYNAEVOY u TOKG OPT HA jh0KC, 
eEnmolnnevey de Tas anos, tx, ds Ty wuyny 
G0 ov X28 Yor Kat axRPTOY, W5 GFVKI5 AeWY, Ws Bug 
Gxtpog, g opyig anlepo; —xc Waps TETE oaws TE Yeu; 
tuch To Sto. Teal ag x nodes, x N 
aeg. (GI. 6.) 


(Q) And yet theſe hurried ſervices, this“ grating 
of lean and flaſhy ſongs,” is technically ſtyled voix G 
THE DUTY OF A PARISH | But do we ſufficient- 
ly weigh the apoſtle's affirmation wo is unto me, if 7 
preach not the goſpel (1 Cor. ix. 16.) which he elſe- 
where, in the fame epiſtle (i. 23. ii. 2.) calls preach- 
ing CRISH crucified? St. Paul did not content him- 
{elf with recommending a few faſhionable principles of 
morality ; nor, again, did he waſte his powers in the 
ſtrenuous idleneſs of defending, en metaphyſicien, ſome 
myſterious topic of controverſy. No fundamental 
doctrines did he obſcure by partial ſuppreſſion, or re- 
fine away by ſophiſtical interpretation: he taught 
them, as he received them from above. He ſcorned 
to temporize, when his commiſſion was clear, and 
the object of high and indubitable importance,” &c. 

(Wulrk's Bampt. Ledi. I. 18.) The unvarying 
theme of all his addreſſes and letters was CHRIsTr. 
But 
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But we ſlumber in the garden, while the Son of Man 
is betrayed. (Matt. xxvi. 45.) 


(R) RENNEIL's Anniv. Serm. before the Sons of the 
Clergy, 1796. p. xxvi. 


(S) The following beautiful illuſtration of luke- 
warmneſs occurs in JEREMY TAYLOR : „The river 
that runs ſlow, and creeps by the banks, and begs leave 
of every turf to let it paſs, is drawn into little hollow- 
neſſes, and ſpends itſelf in ſmaller portions, and dies 
with diverſion; but when it runs with vigorouſneſs 
and a full ſtream, and beats down every obſtacle, mak- 
ing it even as its own brow, it ſtays not to be tempted 
by little avocations, and to creep into holes, but runs 
into the ſea through full and uſeful channels: ſo is a 
man's prayer, if it moves upon the fect of an abated 
appetite ; it wanders into the ſociety of every trifling 
accident, and ſtays at the corners of the fancy, and 
talks with every object it meets, and cannot arrive at 
heaven,” &c. (Serm. xiv.) 


(T) Do we not indeed daily read our ſhame in the 
advertiſement of livings, emphatically ſtated to be s1- 
TUATE IN A FINE SPORTING COUNTRY ? Ei- 
ime canum victorias ſolertiamque computant ; nec ingeni- 
ofror ad parendum equus, quam illi ad predicandum di- 
ſerii (not the goſpel, but) illud nemus genero/eſſumas 
aves alere, hujus campi extenſo ſpatio inequales lepores 

fatigari!” (BarcLai. Euphorm. 1.) Alas! gaudet 


equis canibuſque is but an indifferent motto, to be ſub- 
ſtituted 


255 


ſtituted for the /ub hoc /ipno winces, on the Chriſtian's 
armorial bearing. * He, that is appointed to miniſter 
in holy things, muſt not ſuffer fecular affairs and ſor- 
did arts to eat up great portions of his employment : 
it was a great idleneſs in 7heophylad, the Patriarch of 
C. P. to ſpend his time in his ſtable of horſes, when 
he ſhould have been in his ſtudy, or in the pulpit, or 
ſaying his holy offices.” (TavLor's Holy Living, 
I. i. 9.) Of this Prelate it is related (FLEURVY. 
Hiſt. Eccles. lv.) that © he had in his ſtables above two 
thouſand horſes, which he fed with pignuts, piſtachios, 
dates, dried grapes, and figs ſteeped in the moſt ex- 
quifite wines, to all which he added the richeſt per- 
fumes. One Holy-Thurſday, as he was celebrating 
high-maſs, his groom brought him the. joyful news, 
that one of his favourite mares { Pharbante) had foal- 
ed, upon which he threw down the liturgy, left the 
church, and ran in raptures to the ſtable; where hav- 
ing expreſſed his joy at that grand event, he returned 
to the altar to finiſh the divine ſervice, which he had 
left interrupted during his abſence!” 

How different the character of Dr. Lſaac Barrow, 
as delineated by Dr. MAPLETOFT in his epitaph |— 
pes, hanores, et univerſe vite ambitum, ad majora. 
natus, non contempſit fed reliquit ſæculo.“ 


(U) The love of fame—whether it be courted from 
hunting foxes, or preferment, or literary celebrity ; 
whether it generate “ erudition in the portico, {kill in 
the lycæum, eloquence in the ſenate, or victory in 
the field”; is radically the ſame principle, and by 

- the 
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the judgment of the word of Gop, in its nature, eſ- 
ſentially corrupt :-—falſe, becauſe it exalts that, which 
ought to be abated; and criminal, becauſe it en- 
croaches on the divine prerogative :—of baſe extrac- 
tion and ungenerous qualities, ſpringing from ſelfiſh- 
neſs, and vanity, and low ambition : by theſe it ſub- 
fiſts, and thrives, and acts; and envy, and jealouſy, 
and detraction, and hatred, and variance are its too 
faithful and natural aſſociates. But the cultivation 
of the defire of that honour, which cometh from G op, 
the Chriſtian finds the moſt effectual means of bring- 
ing his mind into a proper temper, in what regards the 
love of human approbation.”” &c. (WILBERFORCE's 
Pratt. View, iv. 3.) 


(J) I omit the groſſer vices of drunkenneſs, &c. 
though SECKER thought it neither unworthyof him, nor 
unneceſſary, to recommend a conſcientious abſtinence 
not only from all evil, but alſo from all appearance 
of it. (1 TA. v. 22.) Such a one, for inſtance, 
far from ever offending againſt temperance, will be 
noted for it; and think the imputation of being 
mighty to drink wine (Tſai. v. 22.) almoſt as infamous, 
as that of being overcome by it.“ Fir Charge to the 
Clergy of Oxford.) And, in his Second Charge 
to the Clergy of Canterbury“ Skill in the ſcience of 
eating (HIERON. ad Nepotian. ix) and the perfection 
of liquors—in ſhort, every approach to luxurious gra- 
tification is ſtrangely out of place in one, who hath 
devoted himſelf to endure hardneſs, as a good ſoldier of 
Jesus CRHRISsT.“ (2 Tim. ii. 3.) 


See 
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See likewiſe PALEY's valuable tract, entituled 44 
dice to the Young Clergy * the Hues of Carliſle, 
1781. P- aſk &c. 


* This ſect (according to Jo TIN) “ ſeem to 
have been but one remove from thoſe, who by the 
Noman laws were ad agnatos et gentiles dedacendi.” 

I am aware, however, that many writers have de- 
rived the principles of theſe contemplative Chriſtian 
recluſes from the ſource of Platonic philoſophy. 


(Z) Miſerable infatution!--to proclaim on earth AR, 
and ILL-WILL towards men (Luke ii. 14.) in the pro- 
pagation of a doctrine which is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
and caſy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without pdytiality and without hypocriſy ! (James iii. 
17.)—to proceed “ upon the plan of that barbarous 


policy, which compoſes the troubles of a turbulent 


land by the extermination of its inhabitants”! (W1L- 
BERF.)—to think of © engraving truth upon the 
heart with the point of the ſpear, and of illuminating 
the underftanding with flaming faggots!“ (HALE.) 
—to © employ force inſtead of argument, impoſe 
filence where we cannot convince, and propagate our 
opinions by the ſword !” (Jux.) 


J am never angry with any man for his opinions, 
whether he be a Jew, Turk, or idolater: he may 
ſpeak his mind freely to me, without fear of offend- 
ing. I ſhould even be glad to hear what he hath to 
ſay, provided he ſaith it in an ingenuous candid 

D manner. 
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manner. Whoever digs in the mine of truth, I look 
on as my fellow-labourer.” (Mix. PHILos.) 

« Tuſtinien, gut detruzfit ces ſectes par pee on par 
fes loix, et qui les obligeant a ſe revolter $obligea a les 
exterminer, rendit incultes pluſſeurs provinces. Il crut 
avoir augmente le nombre des fideles; il wavoit fait que 
diminuer celui des hommes.“ (MonTEsqQ. 255.) 

« If the ſword turns preacher, and dictates propoſi- 
tions by empire inſtead of arguments, and engraves 
them in men's hearts with a poniard—that it ſhall be 
death to believe, what I innocently and ignorantly am 
perſuaded of—it muſt needs be unſafe to try the ſpirits, 
to try all things, to make inquiry; and yet, without 
this liberty, no man can juſtify himſelf before Gop or 
man, nor confidently ſay that his religion is beſt,” 
&c. (Tavr. xiv.) 1 

« Seviant, ui neſciuut cum quo labore verum invenia- 
tur, et quam difficile caveantur errores; quam rarum et ar- 
duum ſit carnalia phantaſmata piæ mentis ſerenitate ſupe- 
rare; cum quanta difficultate ſanetur oculus interioris 
hominis, ut poſſit intueri Salem ſuum; quibus ſuſpirits et 
gemitibus fiat, ut ex quaniulacumare parte poſſit intelligi 
Deus,” &c. (AuG. contr. Epiſt. Manich. ) 

« There is a great deal of weight in that diſtich of 
PRUDENTIUs, | 

Sic mores produnt auimum, et (mii credite) ſemper 

Junttus cum falſe eff dgmate cædlis amor. 
Let the Turk ſpread his Alcoran by the ſword ; but 
let Chriſtianity expand herſelf ſtill by a paſſive forti- 
tude, wherein ſhe always gloried.“ (HoweLL's Fam. 


Lett, IV. xxix.) 
Even 
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Even controverſy, as it is uſually-managed, though 
by no means neceſſarily allied to perſecution, is far 
from what it ought to be. Inſtead of what has been 
not ill denominated AGREEING To DIFFER, and 
ſpeaking the truth in love (Eph. iv. 15.) in meetneſs in- 
ftrufting thoſe, that oppoſe themſelves (2 Tim. ii. 25.) 
is it not often © a kind of illiberal ſcolding and fight- 
ing, a mutual buffeting of reputations ; ſometimes, a 
mere effuſion of perſonal enmity ; ſometimes a wretch- 
ed diſingenuous trial of ſkill, a literary prize-fighting 
exhibited to certain ſpectators, who afford it their at- 
tention : the prize, perhaps, a few followers, or a little 
applauſe ; or poſſibly the patronage of ſome powerful 
bigots, who have rewards to beſtow”? (Hey' s LeF. 
II. ii. 11. ) > 


(AA) May I be excuſed for one ſemi- political note 
upon our powerful adverſary ? 

MonTEsqQu1Ev, ſpeaking of the ancient Romans, 
obſerves: © Leur coutume ttant de parler toujours en 
mditres, les ambaſſadeurs qu'ils envoyoient chez les peu- 
ples qui wavoient point encore ſenti leur puiſſance, ttoient 
ſurement maltraites; ce qui toit un pretexte gur pour 
faire une nouvelle guerre.“ * 

Comme ils ne faiſoient jamais la paix de bonne foi; 
et que, dans le deſſein d*envahir tout, leurs traitôs n'ttoient 
proprement que de ſuſpenſions de guerre; ils y mettoient 
des conditions, qui commenpoient toujours la ruine de 
Petat qui les acceptoit. Ils faiſoient fortir les garniſons 
des places fortes, ou bornozent le nombre des troupes de 
terre, ou ſe faiſatent livrer les chevaux ou les teiphans; 
| S 2 | et, 
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er, fi re peupłr ctoit puiſſmn fur Ia mer, ils Pobligenient 
de bruler ſes vaiſſeaux, oc. Apres avoir detrui les 
armies dun prince, ils riinoient ſes finances par des taxes 
exceſſives ou un tribut, ſous pretexte de lui faire payer 
tes frais de la guerre: nonveau genre de tyrannie, qu! 
te forgoit M opprimer ſes ſujers, et de perdre leur amour.“ + 

&« 7s Watcorthorent point de paix a un ennemi, qui ne 
contint une alliance; Oeft-a-tire, qu'ils ne ſoumettotent 
point de penplr, qui ne leur ſervit à en abaiſſer d' au- 
tres,” T r. 

« Les magiſtrats et les gouverneurs vendotent aux rois 
leurs tnjuſttces ;—on mavvit pas meme cette juſtice des 
brigands, qui portent une certaine probite duns 1 exercice 
du crime, | Wc. (Grand. &c.) 

Ihe names of JosEPH BoNATARTE and BER- 
NADOTTE®, of Cameo ForMio and RasTADT +, 
of SWISSERLAND T, and TALLEYRAND DE PER1- 
GORD ||, ſuthciently juſtify the paralleliſm implied in 
the above quotation. 


With reſpect to their religion, —*< I mean not, in 
the leaſt degree, to vilify or calumniate our infatuated 
neighbours. But it is notorious to the whole world 
that, for a courſe of many years, they have been ſa- 
crificing Chriſtianity to a falſe and impious philo- 
ſophy; and at length have in form, by a national act, 
not only apoſtatized from CHRIST, but alſo by open 
demal renounced the belief of a Supreme Being.” 
(PECKARD'S Faft-Serm. 1795.) 

Aura as Ts Otopoyy Ouvar—iri xakeg INV g- 
VENAUNEEVE, Ko 7%; Whos Ts Tilige Tos wylthos Wa- 
do ci 
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padoJara; rw e ον op SC, diapracat na: oVyy ay 


@TEi)uilo;, Wpovoprurtiv Tt THY OIK8MELNV, XA WX TO ru 
a&vIpwrriy yevos din E , Ka prroxo not ThF WPOTEpIV 
tb rag ara Ia oGopis. (Evszs. D. E. iv. 9.) 

This national act however, it ſhould be added in 
Juſtice to an odious name, was refcinded by Hobe- 
ſpierre who (as ſome one obſerved, upon the occaſion) 
% gave the Deity a certificate of His exiſtence, and 
reſtored to the human foul its patent of immorta- 
lity!“ 


(BB) Cuxisr, by reproving St. Peter drawing his 
{word even in the cauſe of CHRIST, for His facred 
and yet injured perſon, &dzoza wn yonrFor payaxips, 
xy Toy Ot dont Tis ecken (faith PuroPHYLACT) 
teaches us not to uſe the ſword, though in the cauſe 
of Gob, or for Gop Himſelf; becaufe He will ſecure 
His own intereſt, only let Him be ſerved, as Himſelf is 
pleaſed to command. And it is like Joes paſhon ; 
it throws the tables of the law out of our hands, and 
breaks them in pieces, out of indignation ts fee them 
broken.” (IAI. xiv.) | 


(CC) SecKkeR's firft Oxford Change. 


(DD) Second Coll. for Good-Friday. 
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Sr. PETER. 


A SERMON, 


PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF 


CAMBRIDGE, 


MAY 4, 1800, 


Crede quod eft, quod vis, ac desine tuta vereri; 
Deque fide certd fit tibi certa fides. 
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AS 


A TESTIMONY OF RESPECT 
FOR HONOURABLE AND SUCCESSFUL EXERTION, 


IN DEFENCE OF 


CHRISTIANITY ANDY THE BIBLE, 


AGAINST 


THE ATTACKS OF 


LEARNED AND VULGAR INFIDELITY, 


THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE, 


IS INSCRIBED 
10 


THE RIGHT REVEREND 


RICHARD WATSON, D. D. 


LORD BISHOP OF LLANDAFfF. 


* 9 — —— * 
— — —ñ—ÿ—d.rc.̃ —ñ — —— — — 


ST. PETER. 


LUKE VI. 14. 


SIMON, which He alſo named PETER— 


O * examining the early records of Chriſ- 


tianity, our attention is ſtrongly ex- 


cited by the facts, which reſpect its propaga- 


tion and eſtabliſhment. The extraordinary 
birth and ſudden growth of this new faith, 
with its quick ſubverſion of heatheniſm (if 
viewed merely as the triumph of one reli- 
gion over another, without regard to the 
unfavourable circumſtances, under which it 
advanced to the attack) afford ample cauſe 
of aſtoniſhment—when we conſider, how 
deeply religious prejudice 1s apt to entrench 

itſelf. 55 | 
That ſuch an effect ſhould have been pro- 
duced by any agents—however endowed by 
nature, accompliſhed by education, or pa- 
tronized 
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tronized by authority—is indeed an event 
molt wonderful; and we may explore the 
annals of antiquity in vain, for a fimilar ex- 
ample of a revolution at once fo rapid, ſo 
beneficial, and fo eemplete. The influence 
of the Mo/aic diſpenſation was confined to 
the people, to whom it was originally de- 
livered: in Jewry alone twas GOD known, 
His name was great only in Iſrael. It this 
were the fortune of a doctrine, communi- 
cated by immediate revelation from the 
Deity Himſelf *, it was not to be expected, 
that the diſputable dogmas of human phi- 
loſophy ſhould be accompanied with better 
fucceſs : and, accordingly, we learn from 
elaſſic hiſtory, that—enforced as they were 
by argument, adorned with all the faſcina- 
tions of eloquence and poetry, and recom- 
mended in many inſtances by the eminent 
virtue of their teachers—they {till in every 
in{tance failed of introducing, even locally, 
any great or permanent change. Atter 
the theology of Judea, and the ethics of 
Greece, the impure tencts of Moſiaummed may 
* See Nate (A) at the end of the Sermon. 
| ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely be mentioned: yet even theſe, not- 
withſtanding the ſenſual indulgencies, which 
they permitted in this life and promiſed in 
the next, were indebted for their prevalence 
to the ſword ; and have never been able to 
extend their empire, in any conſiderable dæ- 
gree, beyond the limits, which bounded the 
conqueſts of their propagators. Whercas 
Chriſtianity, within a very fhort period from 
its promulgation, unaided by intrigue, or 
rhetoric, or violence, nay oppofed by them 
all, grew mightily and prevailed. Its ſound 
went i#to all the earth, and its words unto thie 
ends of the world. 

The inveſtigation of the circumſtances, 
adverſe to its reception, would imply too 
wide a deviation from the ſubject of the 
preſent diſcourſe. Suffice it therefore 
to ſtate that the eſtabliſhed ſuperſtition, 


againſt which its efforts were chiefly to be 


directed, was conſeerated in the publie mind 
by the remoteneſs and obſcurity of its ſouroe, 


confirmed by the hallowed voice of oracles, 


defended by an incorporation with civil po- 
lity, and embraced with ſpecious eordiality 
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by legiſlators, philoſophers, and heroes - who, 


whatever might be their inward diſguſt, 
had uniformly concurred, for a long ſeries 
of ages, in all the exterior forms of vulgar 
idolatry. But the moſt powerful cham- 
pion of paganiſm was found in the breaſts 
of its votaries ; to whoſe natural corruption 
it was artfully adapted, by a train of gaudy 
and licentious ceremonies, gratifying at once 


the luſt of the eye, and the depravity of the 


heart. For this combination of parade and 
profligacy, Chriſtianity propoſed to ſubſti- 
tute a ſimple worſhip, and a rigorous code 
of morals; the one as unalluring from its 
plainneſs, as the other was apparently im- 
practicable from its ſeverity a project (it 
will be allowed) ſufficiently arduous, to de- 
mand the co-operation of every poſſible ad- 
vantage for its achievement; and, with every 


poſſible advantage, of moſt uncertain iſſue. 


What then mult be our ſurpriſe, when 


we reflect upon the perſons and means ac- 


tually employed for that purpoſe! A few 


literate natives of a deſpiſed and petty Ro- 
man province, at an era proverbially re- 


fined, 
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| fined, undertake to reform a flubborn and re- 
bellious generation: and without conceding 
to intereſt, or entering into compromiſe 
with prejudice and paſſion, in ſpite of the 
ſcourge, the dungeon, and the croſs, engage 
and triumph over the reluctant 1 
and habits of mankind *! 

Of this unparalleled ſucceſs the primary 
cauſe was, undoubtedly, the over-ruling 
providence and authority of GopF;. who 
choſe the fooliſh, and weak, and baſe things of 
the world, to confound the wiſe, the mighty, 
and the proud—that no fleſh ſhould glory in 
His preſence. To determine the particular 
efficacy of St. PETER, one of theſe His ſu- 
bordinate and humble inſtruments, is the 
object of the following inquiry. \, 


It has been proved, by a modern writer { 
of diſtinguiſhed candour and acuteneſs, that 
the firſt propagators of the Chriſtian religion 
« muſt have paſſed their lives in labours, 
dangers, and ſufferings, voluntarily under- 

See Note (B). Ice Note (C). 
See Note (D). 
gone 
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gone in atteſtation of the accounts which 
they delivered, and ſolely in conſequence of 
their belief of them; and that they muſt al- 
ſo have ſubmitted, from the ſame motive, to 
new rules of conduct. Hence he infers, 
that thoſe accounts muſt have been con- 
firmed by the evidence of miracles (as no- 
thing indeed, leſs than miracles, could have 
fubſtantiated the pretenſions of their Leader 
to the character of Mrss1an) and therefore 
muſt neceſſarily be true — ſince, if they were 
falſe, by only withholding their teftimony 
from a falſehood, the apoſtles might have 
eſcaped all their afflictions; and, by giving 
it, they conſciouſly brought upon themſelves 
enmity, perſecution, and death. 

This argument, it muſt be admitted, ap- 
ples with nearly- equal force to the whole 
body. Previouſly however to the examina- 
tion of thoſe facts, in which St. PeTER was 
principally or ſingly concerned, it ſeems pro- 
per to aſſert his claim to a portion of the 
credit accruing to Chriſtianity, from the ge- 
neral difficulties and diſtrefles attending its 
promulgation. It no narrative were cxtant, 

whercin 
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wherein he was ſpecifically and frequently 
named ; 1f he had poſſeſſed only the ſame 
means of conviction with his fellow- miſſion- 
aries—ſome conſequence, favourable to the 
doctrines which he maintained, might ſtill be 
drawn from his having maintained them, in 
common with the others, through a life of 
hardſhip (which, by renouncing them, he 
might have avoided) and finally ratified them 
with his blood. But the goſpels abound 
with paſſages, eminently diſtinguiſhing him 
from the reſt of his brethren ; from which 
more particular evidence, in behalf of thoſe 
doctrines, may be caſily and perhaps uſe- 
fully deduced. 

Till the coming of CHRIST, he appears 
to have purſued the employment of a fiſher- 
man, on the lake of Genneſareth. There, 
with a diſpoſition extremely ſanguine and, 
on the ſubject of the MxsslA H, actuated by 
all the groſſneſs of Jevviſſi prejudice, he was 
looking for temporal redemption in Jeruſalem, 
when the Baptiſt announced the approach 
of the expected Deliverer. Hig, introduc- 
tion to JEsvus, which immediately enſued, 


. for 
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for he was one of His firſt converts, rave 
him an carly opportunity of attending to 
His actions and diſcourſes ; and ſuch was the 
impreſſion they produced, that when he 
was ſummoned to regular perſonal attend- 
ance, he for/ook all, and followed Him. 
Thenceforward, with few exceptions, he 
was generally His companion, and occaſion- 


R > 4 


ally His hoſt ; and, in return for his ardent 
and aſſiduous affection, received many ſignal 
marks of His eſpecial regard. To detail 
the wonders exhibited daily before this diſ- 
ciple, for the purpoſe of eſtimating their con- 
current effect upon his mind *, would be to 
tranſcribe the entire hiſtory of the Redeemer, 
whoſe whole miniſtry was a ſeries of mira- 
cles. Theſe miracles were neither the works 
of philoſophy, operating with the powers of 
nature; nor the tricks of ſucceſsful impoſ- 
ture, deluding the ſimple and unſuſpicious 
obſerver by phyſical paradox, or manual 
dexterity. Inimitable alike by craft and 
by ſcience, they reſtored ſight to the blind, 
ſoundneſs to the lame, hearing to the deaf, 
» See Note (E). 

i purity 
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purity to the leper, and life to the dead. 

Upon two remarkable inſtances in parti- 
cular, the reſuſcitation of Jairus daughter 
and the transfiguration “, St. PETER with 
the ſons of Zebedee was ſelected from the 
twelve, as a favoured witneſs of his Maſter's 
divinity. Relying upon that divinity, he 
alſo came down out of the ſhip, and walked 
on the water; and not long afterwards, upon 
ſtrenuouſly declaring his full belief in Him, 
was pronounced te rock, on which the church 
ſhould reſt; and obtained a promiſe of the 
keys of the kingdom of lia n. 

Hitherto his prejudices, in favour 'of a 
temporal and undying Jew;/ht Mess1an, had 
been ſupported by the conſtitutional buoys 
ancy of his temper againſt the depreſſion, 
that might otherwiſe have reſulted from 
conſidering the meckneſs and low condition 
of Him, who aſſumed that character. They 
were now to ſuſtain their firſt rude trial: 
for from that time forth began Ixsus to 
ſhew unto His diſciples, how that He muft go 
unto Jeruſalem, and ſuffer many things of the 

* Sec Note (F). | 
1 elders 
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elders, and chief-prieſts, and ſeribes, and be 
killed, and be raiſed again the third day. 
Deeply affected by this prediction, announc- 
ing an event at once ſo fatal to his beloved 
Friend and to his own expectations, St. PE- 
TER with unſeaſonable zeal began to rebuke 
Him, ſaying—* Be it far from Thee, Lon p: 
this ſhall not be unto Thee; upon which, he 
incurred himſelf a ſevere reproof. Yet not- 
withſtanding this cenſure, and the warmth 
with which he ſoon after repeated his pro- 
teſtations of unalterable attachment, he con- 
tinued ſubject to the ſame inveterate delu- 
ſion; and his confidence in CHRIST would 
therefore naturally be weakened, with his 
hopes of ſecular diſtinction and authority. 
Already ſtaggered by previous incidents, it 
muſt nearly have ſunk under the fcenes of 
the garden of Geth/emane. It ſeems, indeed, 
to have. been chiefly from motives of per- 
ſonal affection, that he then raſhly drew his 
ſword in his Maſter's defence ; and after- 
wards followed Him, though afar of, into 
the palace of the high-prieſt. There, while 
he anxiouſly awaited the deciſion of the tri- 

| bunal, 


277 


bunal, his apprehenſions for himſelf or for 
his Lord (expreſſed in the accent, and dia- 
lect of Galilee) excited the notice of the 
by-ſtanders. Great ſpirits are uſually at- 


tended with rapid viciſſitudes of paſſion, 


which by turns uſurp the dominion, and 
leave little room for thought or reflection. 
Hence he, who lately with ſo much fer- 
your declared that he would never cither 
be offended hecauſe of CuRisr, or deny 
Him, now hopeleſs of His acquittal and 
alarmed for his own ſafety, upon the mere 
interrogation of a female attendant, with 
equal fervour diſclaimed His acquaintance. 
His recollection however, routed by a glance 
of tender reproach, was immediately ſuc- 
ceeded by repentance; and the ſame moment 
witneſſed his imprecations, and his tears. 

That thoſe tears flowed from remaining 
love, rather than from returning conviction, 
will appear highly probable, when we ob- 
ſerve his ſubſequent conduet. With his 
ſanguine temperament, he might ſtill per- 
haps faintly hope, that CarisTwould yet re- 
deem Iſrael : but by the circumſtance of 
| T 3 the 
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the erucifixion, independent of its ignomi- 
ny, and the peculiar curſe attached to it by 
the Jewiſh law, this ſlender confidence muſt 
have been completely overthrown. It was 
reſerved for the reſurrection, to replace it 
upon a firmer baſis, and in juſter propor- 
tions than ever. | 


The argument ariſing out of this import- 
ant event invincible as it is, when conſidered 
with regard to the diſciples in general, re- 
cerves additional authority from its connec- 
tion with the apoſtle of this diſcourſe. By 
him it was moſt minutely * examined, and 
moſt clearly aſcertained ; and upon his full 
aſſurance of its truth was built that unſhaken 
fortitude, with which he, who had once 
trembled before a maid-ſervant, thencefor- 


ward inflexibly aſſerted, even to martyrdom 


—before the chief-priefts, and elders, and 
eouncil, and all the ſenate of the children of 
I/rael—the doctrine of CRISH CRUCIFIED, 
AND RISEN AGAIN. 

Perplexed by comparing the miracles and 


holineſs of the MEsslAn, with His ſuffer- 
See Note (G). TN 
ings 
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ings and death; deſpairing of His reſurrec- 
tion, the prophecies relative to which he had 
wholly miſunderſtood ; and dreading the 
rancour of his now-triumphant enemies, 
the Jews—he liſtened, in a ſtate of mingled 
doubt and deſire, to the firſt account (brought 
by Mary Magdalen) of the diſappearance 
of the body of the Lord : as and with an 
impetuoſity, indicating jealouſy rather than 
expectation of the fact, ran immediately 
with another diſciple to the ſepulchre, and 
went into it, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining 
the accuracy of the report. That he re- 
turned unconvinced, whateyer might be his 
reviving hope, ſeems deducible from what 
his companion St. Jom obſerves of himſelf, 
that he /aw and believed * A freſh ac- 
count, that * two angels had appeared, and 
informed the women of the reſurrection,” 

carried him thither again; and, though he 
did not find them upon his arrival, it ſeems 
probable that his interview with CHRIST 
(who was ſeen by him, firſt of the apoſtles) 
took place, as he was returning from this 
ſecond viſit. Afterwards, during the 


* See Note (H). 
1 4 forty 
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forty days previous to the aſcenſion, in which 
the Saviour ſhewed Himfelf alive by many 
infallible proofs, St. PETER was re- admitted 
to his former favour, and received ſome par- 

ticular tokens of His affection. 
Now, with regard to the corporeal iden- 
tity of CurisT after His reſurrection, it 
may be obſerved of all the apoſtles, that 
having lived ſo long and ſo familiarly with 
Him, having heard, having ſeen with their 
eyes, having /ooked upon and with their hands 
 fandled the Word of life, they could not 
be deceived upon this ſubject. He appear- 
ed frequently,” and in full day to them: 
He mingled in their converſation, and per- 
mitted His materiality 'to be aſcertained 
by contact. They faw Him ſeparately, 
and together; in the garden, and on their 
journies; at Jeruſalem, and in Galilee; in 
the calm of religious aſſemblies, and in 
the hurry of their ſecular employments. 
Nor is it at all more likely, either from 
the character of the men or of the un- 
dertaking, that they could intend to de- 
ceive others: indeed their laborious and 
holy lives, and-the cheerfulneſs and heroiſm 
with 
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with which they encountered death, are of 
themſelves a ſufficient pledge to the con- 
trary. Opinion, ſupported by the fervour 
too frequently conſequent upon religious 
ſpeculation, may occaſionally have her 
martyrs : but he is neither an enthuſiaſt, nor 
a knave, who dies in atteſtation of a fact. 
Here however again, in both theſe reſpects, 


whatever 1s alledged to preſerve the whole 


body from the imputation of being either 
deceivers or dupes, applies with more-than- 
proportionate force to St. PR ER. From 
his longer and more intimate intercourſe 
with the Redeemer, he was ſtill leſs hable 
to be impoſed upon, than the reſt of the 
apoſtles; and his peculiar temper and ſtate 
of mind render it in the higheſt degree im- 
probable,” that he ſhould either have con- 
certed, or concurred in any project of im- 
poſing upon others. And yet, on the hy- 
potheſis of CunisT's not having riſen again 
(which muſt reſt upon the palpably-abſurd 
ſtory of the Roman ſoldiers, that His di/ciples 
had come by night, and flolen Him away while 
they ſlept ) we are under the We of be- 
lieving as follows: viz. 


I. That 
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I. That, notwithſtanding the diftinguiſh- 
ed INTREPIDITY of this illuſtrious diſci- 
ple, after an obſtinate ſtruggle between pre- 
judice and evidence, he retracted his ori- 
ginal confidence in the ſuppoſed MssiAn, 
with obvious indications of fear and incon- 
ſtancy ; but on a ſudden, by an unaccount- 
able change of character, profeſſing to reſume 
his conviction, after an event naturally moſt 
irreconcileable with it, came forward to de- 
clare his belief in One dead, whom while 
living he in particular had diſowned. 

II. That he not only declared his belief 
in Him, but notwithſtanding his ſingularly- 
ſtrong NATIONAL bias, and the ſtriking caNn- 
DOUR and SIMPLICITY of his diſpoſition, 
confederated likewiſe with ſeveral other 
men, of ſound underſtanding and irre- 
proachable reputation, to propagate the anti- 
judaical opinions of an Impoſtor ; who, by 
falſe predictions and counterfeit miracles, 
had deluded them into the ſupport of a he- 
reſy, expoſing their characters to odium and 
their perſons to danger, and had recently 
fallen a victim to the juſt ſeverity of the laws. 

III. That for this purpoſe, notwithſtand- 

ing 
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ing his total DEFICIENCY in point of art 
and literature, he invented—in conjunction 
with theſe his accomplices, themſelves whol- 
ly incompetent to ſuch a contrivance—a 
ſyſtematic ſeries of falſehoods; which have 
never to this day been betrayed by cowardice, 
diſcovered by accident, nor detected by in- 
veſtigation: and, 

IV. That, in ſupport of theſe falſehoods 
(liable moreover, as they were, to hourly diſ- 
eloſure from the probable faithleſſneſs of 
aſſociates, the incalculable operation of 
chances, or the keen and active ſcrutiny of 
foes) notwithſtanding his natural won L D- 
LIN Ess of ſpirit, he incurred not merely the 
riſk, but the certain ruin of his eaſe, ſecu- 
rity, and temporal mtereſts: and hopeleſs 
equally of preſent advantage, and of ultimate 
ſucceſs, perſiſted through a lite of continual 
labour, even fo the death of the croſs ; with- 
out being moved either by threats or by pro- 
miſes, by the apprehenſion or by the inflic- 
tion of torture, to ſwerve from the fatal con- 
tract, by which he had bound himſelf to 
concealment*, | 

* See Note (I). | 
Any 
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Any one of theſe propoſitions is, in itſelt, 
ſufficiently improbable ; taken collectively, 
they are incredible. 


I have reſerved ſome obſervations upon 
the argument derived from the prophecies, + 
as influencing St. PETER's conduct, apart 
from that founded upon the miracles—in 
order to give a more diſtin& view of its pe- 
culiar efficacy. | 
That the predictions of the Old Teſta- 
ment referring to the Mess1an were all, in 
St. PeEreR's later and more correct judg- 
ment, accurately fulfilled in CHRIST we 
have his own aſſurance, ſtated in his ſecond 
addreſs to the Jews ( Ads iii. 21—24.) and 
in his converſation with Cornelius Acts x. 
43.) and confirmed by his general remarks 
on prophecy, in his ſecond epiſtle (i. 19— 
21.) But my preſent object confines me 
to thoſe, which occur in the New. To 
ſpiritualize the expectations and ſuſtain 
the faith of His followers, under their 
approaching trials, our Saviour indulged 
them with additional evidences of His di- 
vine miſſion ; by foretelling ſeyeral events 


of 
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of which they would, in many inſtances, be 
permitted to witneſs the accompliſhment. 
With a degree of circumſtantiality, utterly 
excluding every inference, that can be found- 
ed on felicity of conjecture or doubtfulneſs of 
application, He deſcribed to them the nature 
and order of His impending agonies; the guilt 
of one of their body in betraying, of another 
in denying, and of all in forſaking Him“; 
His conſignment to the Roman Procurator, 
and the indignities preceding His cruci- 
fixion ; His reſurrection, and aſcenſion; the 
deſcent of the Comforter, and the extraor- 
dinary powers, with which they ſhould at- 
terwards be endowed. That theſe predic- 
tions were delivered previouſly to the occur- 
rences, with which they ſo punctually agreed, 


we may ſafcly admit upon the teſtimony of 


the ſacred writers; when we conſider, that 
their relation of them 1s generally accom- 


panied with humiliating acknowledgments 


of their own weakneſs and miſapprehenſion: 
St. PETER, in particular, 1s uſually repre- 


ſented, as groſsly miſtaking the meaning of 


his Lord's plaineſt declarations. He would 
See Note (L). | 
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likewiſe, naturally, be almoſt excluſively af- 
feed by thoſe prophecies, which were ful- 
filled with ſuch melancholy exactneſs in 
himſelf. Under this head too we muſt 
obſerve, that he alone engaged in the pro- 
pagation of Chriſtianity, with the diſtinct 
and aſſured view of a violent death. The 
apoſtles in general might reaſonably antici- 
pate perſecution, as well from their Maſter's 
frequent predictions, as from His ſad expe- 
rience of the world's hoſtility. When the 
Leader had expired upon a croſs, His fol- 
lowers could not hope wholly to eſcape 
ſuffering; and the early martyrdom of 
ſome of their fellow-labourers would fur- 
ther ſtrengthen theſe expectations in the 
ſurvivors. But St. PETER could not feel a 
doubt, upon the ſubject of his own fate. It 
had been expreſsly foretold by CHRISTH; and 
we find him, in his ſecond epiſtle, calmly 
referring to it, as a matter of the utmoſt 
certainty (i. 14, 15.) | 


Here then we reſt. From the fore- 
going ſtatement it appears, that a man of 
| ſound 
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found mind and of unblemiſhed reputation 
who, from his early and familiar connection 
with the Saviour, had enjoyed peculiar op- 
portunities of obſerving His actions, behold- 
ing His miracles, and hearing His diſcourſes; 
and who, from the particularity of his 
opinions and diſpoſition, would be led to 
examine them all with the ſtricteſt atten- 
tion remained for a long time fully ſatis- 
fied of His divine miſſion : till his inveterate 
prejudices, in favour of a temporal and un- 
dying MrssIan, received ſo violent a ſhock 
from the crucifixion, that his faith (which 
was cloſely united with thoſe prepoſſeſſions) 
nearly, if not wholly, expired under it. 
Within the ſhort period however of three 
days, his character, from a ſtate of drooping 
and deſpondency, was raiſed to more than 
its original elevation—with a ſuddenneſs, 
which can only be accounted for, by ſup- 
poſing him convinced of the truth of the 
reſurrection, in the fulleſt and moſt ſatiſ- 
factory manner: his confidence returned with 
augmented vigour, and remained thencefor- 
ward firm and inflexible. After the 


aſcenſion, of which all the eleyen were cye- 
witneſſes, 
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* 


witneſſes, we find him at the head of that 
ſmall number; renouncing every conſidera- 
tion of pleaſure, intereſt, and perſonal ſafety; 
and voluntarily undertaking a life of fa- 
tigue and danger, in the promulgation of 
his opinions undiſmayed, by the proſpect 
of want, anxiety, and impriſonment; or 
the aſſurance of a painful and ignominious 


death. 


Without engaging in inquiries relative to 
the direction of his travels, the preciſe pe- 
riod of his arrival at Rome, or the date, 
cauſe, and manner of his crucifixion*—it 
will be ſufficient to obſerve that, after a ſe- 
ries of inceflant toils and perils encountered 
for upwards of thirty years, he at laſt ſuf- 
fered under Nero, in the perſecution con- 
ſequent upon the conflagration of that city. 

At nearly the ſame time with the ArosTLE 
(as St. PETER is frequently ſtyled) oF THE 
CIRCUMCISION, and in the ſame cauſe, ſut- 
fered his zealous colleague St. Paul, the 
APOSTLE OF THE GENTILES. But 
the divine flame of religion was not to be 


* See Note (L). 1 
extinguiſhed 
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extinguiſhed by the blood of its teachers : 
on the contrary, it was thereby made to burn 
with increaſing ardour and brilliancy, and 
ſtill continues to animate « and enlighten the 
univerſe. After being expoſed for nearly three 
centuries to imperial and pagan violence, 
Chriftianity has had to undergo for a much 
longer period the more dangerous, becauſe 


ſecret, ſapping of papal corruption; and, as 


if me were never to know for a moment 
that peace, of which ſhe is ſo eminently the 
advocate, the wiles of the Papacy have been 
ſucceeded by the open attack of Philoſo- 
phiſm and Infidelity. Theſe may perhaps 
for a while retain their ground, but they 
muſt ultimately fall before her; for we 
have been affured by the Word of Truth 
that, however ſhe may occaſionally be af- 
failed, ſhe is built upon à rock *, againſt 
which the gates of hell ſhall never prevail. 


Now to Gop, &c. 


1 


| . * See Note (M). 
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NOTES. 
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(A) The object indeed of the Moſaic ſyſtem (it 
has been often obſerved) was ſuch, as not to demand 
an extenfive propagation of its tenets. But this re- 
mark, while it vindicates the divine character of that 
diſpenſation, in no degree whatever affects the argu- 
ment, reſpecting the inadequacy of human agents 
to accompliſh any important religious change. Its 
teachers, we are told, compaſſed ſea and land, to *. 
one proſelyte. 


(B) Kaxewo of wwe * heco ter h, To Whavss 
u ον] xa ονο , unf N jhNTE je WAEOY THG 
wallpin ping tig νν,4e;, un faovor diavonenvai π 
eri Tyv Twy Tayluy οονοοπν Weprodov, ανννν0 X% WporrJovias 
KT OPT T2 To emiTrJevjpa —ux avdpurt, dic de Gag 
bro X%b e οο HIRINS KG Javgare. (Evses. 


D. E. iii. 2.) 


(C) Knpurlew 3 aryporxus aydpauy eig Wablas ro T8 
Inos 0v94pa N. T. M. — rar BX ET £YWYE XAT cvIpwnroy 
tv, jANTL YE KATE EUTENELG x 10UT G5, we d xa 
W NAT S xa yorras. (ID. ib. 7.) 


(D) Dr. PaLzy, in his Fas of the Nei of 


Chriſtianity. ** 
2 (E) 


4 
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(E) That they had due weight with him, we may 
conclude from his referring to them (A4#s ii. 22.) 
where he ſpeaks of CRRISsT, as approved of God 
among /t the Jews by miracles, and wonders, and Signs, 
which Gor did by Him in the midſt of , &c. 


(F) To this divine appearance in the holy mount, and 
the . N came out of the excellent glory ( T his ic 
my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well-pleaſed”) St. PE- 
TEX ſpecifically refers, in his ſecond epiſtle (i. 17, 18.) 


(G) This appears from his immediately entering 
the ſepulchre, obſerving the poſition of the linea 
clothes, which he ſaw there {John xx. 7.) &c. &c. 

Upon this ſubje&, I have adopted the arrangement 
of Mr. We/t; with whom, in the circumſtance chiefly 
connected with my argument (PETER's going twice to 
the ſepulchre, to inquire more accurately into the par- 
ticulars of the ſtory) Dr. Macknight agrees, 


(H) It may be inferred, ſtill more clearly, from the 
correſpondent account given by St. Mark (xvi. 11.) 


It may be proper to obſerve, that I have generally 


referred to this evangeliſt; becauſe it appears highly 
probable (as well from the teſtimony of the fathers, as 
from the internal evidence of the work itſelf) that his 
goſpel, written at the defire of the brethren of Rome, 
was chiefly ſuggeſted, or certainly adviſed and autho- 
rized by St. PETER. On this topic Lardner, as 

uſual, is very minute and accurate. 
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(K) PzTER's recovery ſeems likewiſe to have been 


foretold, by implication, in the word rrigpt u Tal 
Air. 32. in 


az m eppes to thofe, ' who contend that St. 
PETER occupied the chair of Rome twenty-five years, 
the indefatigable Lardner has proved, from the moſt 
reſpectable authorities, that he only came to that city 
at te earlieſt * D. 63 or 64; and was crucified there 


- (My Mom this, and) ors LIVE babes on the 
golpels, Bellarmine has adduced twenty-eight reaſons, 
in favour of the ufurped ſupremacy of the Rom 
church! But it ſeems perfectly clear that, wherever 
its firſt Biſhop and tutelar Saint (PETER) is diftin- 
guiſhed from the other apoſtles, a primacy of order, 
not of power, is intended; and CHz1sT himſelf in- 
deed, more than once, aſſerted their entire equality. 
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7. yea PRINTER, 
$)itbury- ene. 


